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Thank you for coming. Last week I asked a member about attending today and was told, "Oh no, I don't like
that tOPIC at aiL" But what.a perfect topic for an historical society. A Cemetery is a great place to find stories of
the past

I used to wonder why cemeteries were enclosed in elaborate fences, or thick hedges, or walls. And even in
unfenced cemeteries, we find individual family plots fenced or curbed? Do you know why? A possible answer"
was found in a letter to the editor of the Jamestown Journal published August 2 I, I 833, one-hundred-sixty-nine
years ago. The letter is signed "A Stranger," but I suspect the author may have been Dr Elial T Foote (of Foote
Papers fame) who at that time was much interested in closing the Jamestown Pioneer Cemetery on Cherry Street
and the developing a beautiful new cemetery at the Lake View site. He starts by praising the prosperous
condition of the village, then gets to his point in the second paragraph.

'I must acknowledge, however, that my feelings were greatly shocked, when I passed your burying ground
Although I might spend my life in your neighborhood very agreeably, I should shudder at the thought that my
mortal remains should inhabit your grave yard Never do I wish my body to be disturbed by the numerous swine
which infest your street in the day, and in the night take up their abode with the dead." He continues with the
paragraph that gives away his identity.
"Perhaps I know what half your citizens do not; that in your village are two burying grounds. One is in a street
which I understand has been lately laid out; and the other- the present place of interment, is without fence,
hedge, or wall. I have on the whole come to the conclusion that your citizens contemplate but a very temporary
residence in this strange habitation of the dead."

So, now we know that fences may have deterred wandering animals. But maybe fences were added to deter
grave robbers. Dr Thomas Mann ofLaona trained young men to the medical profession. Dr Mann realized the
need of a solid foundation in anatomy-problem: how to gain that knowledge without access to that visual
artifact-a cadaver? We don't know if his students were ever provided with such a tool, but we do know of one
unsuccessful attempt to gain same At the last meeting of our society, Mr Wayne Mori told us about the lives of
early Mormons in Chautauqua County, including the Ezekiel Johnson family of Laona Wayne's research turned
up the tale of Elder Brackenbury who arrived in the town of Pomfret in late fall of 1831 and stayed several weeks
with the Johnson family, preaching and baptizing many of the Johnsons and others into the Mormon faith. While
with the Johnson's, Elder Brackenbury suffered a painful attack of something called "bilious colic" (probably a
gall bladder attack) from which he suffered for a week, then died on the 7"' of January 1832. He was buried in
the Laona Cemetery. Dr Mann's sister, Eunice was married to William Johnson, brother of Ezekiel, so Mann
had been called to attend the ailing missionary. Medical science of that day had little to offer a patient suffering
from this disease since they knew so little about what was really causing the symptonms-- intense constant pain
on the right side of the abdomen, vomiting, fever, restlessness and jaundice. Dr Mann saw the death of this
stranger as an opportunity to learn and to teach his students. The very night ofthe funeral, three ofDr Mann's
medical students attempted to remove Elder Brackenbury's body from its grave, but someone in the
neighborhood, not sharing Dr Mann's enthusiasm for education, snitched to local authorities, and the body­
matchers were caught in the act. I wonder if they succeeded in other unpublicized attempts. The location of
Blackenbury's grave was never marked, but Dr Mann himself died six years later and was buried in that same
Laona cemetery where he now rests in a marked grave with several family members. His sister, Eunice's family
jid not join the other Johnson's in the westward mirgration with the Mormons. They became stalwarts of
mother early religious movement in our county--the Spiritualists. They and many of that group of free-thinkers



are buned at Loana. This is a good time of year to go there and read their gravestones: they weren't born, but
"entered earthly life" on a given date And at a later date, "entered spirit life" You see, we can't talk about
cemeteries without bringing in all the interesting stories that rise up from them.

Genealogist love cemeteries-we get our favorite information, and some disinformation there. We have some
kind of primeval need to find the final resting place of our ancestors. Directors of our own Society can verifY
that a signifIcant percentage of tourism to our county is generated by genealogical research, many of these
visitors come to gaze upon and photograph the grave site of ancestors. And this is why members of our
genealogical society spend so much time in cemeteries recording inscriptions, and in clerks offices checking
burial records, producing these books-all to help the wanderers locate those remains. We should never
overlook the fact that these traveling researchers bring a lot of business into our county.

Genealogists really do plan our vacation trips to include stops in areas inhabited by uncles and cousins of an
earlier generation. We become quite determined in this pursuit- traveling thousands of miles, sometimes finding
nothing. Norwood and I stopped in Bond Co IL one summer to find the small, abandoned DUnkard Cemetery in
Mulberry Grove Township. Three siblings of my fourth great-grandfather, were Dunkards-- members of that
German sect of Brethren. They migrated west to Illinois after the Civil War. There, miles out of town on a dirt
road, in grass to our armpits, we not only found tombstones of those great-aunts and uncles, but alongside these
relatives of mine, was the grave of one George C Brunson. My genealogical psychic power kicked in and I said,
"He's from Chautauqua County." Norwood thought I was making it up, but I insisted on a return visit to the
library where we learned that George C was indeed born in the town of Chautauqua, son of Abel Brunson and
his wife Sally Love. Futher, Sally's father was John Love, the victim in one of our county's early murder stories.
The three Thayer brothers were found guilty of that murder and were hanged in 1825. I still don't know much
about George's life in Illinois, or if he, his wife and son Dwight, all buried in that tiny cemetery, were members of
that small Dunkard sect whose church is long gone and cemetery abandoned, but be assured that the ghosts of
Chautauqua County roam far and wide.
You remember that Joseph Damon's name was mentioned by Wayne Mori at our last meeting in connection with
the fifteen thousand people that reportedly gathered at Mayville in 1834 to watch Joseph be hanged for the 1833
murder of his wife. Our most noted early stone culler was Martin Damon, who with his notorious brother,
Joseph, worked their art in the 1820's and 30's in the town of Pomfret I have seen Martin's signature on a few
stones and have heard that Joseph's can also be found, but I have never spotted one with Joseph's signature

Other local early cemetery artists were J B Stutson, working at least as early as the Damons, with several signed
monuments in Forestville and Sheridan, L B Hill of Smith Mills, David Scott of Dunkirk. Later, in this part of
the county, we firld stones signed by Samuel Ard, Smith and Mace, and of course, Samuel Nixon or Nixon Bros,
of Westfield. Ard, who worked only a few years out ofSmith Mills had a distinct style, carving rather large
monuments in a dark colored sandstone. Ard is my favorite among the stone-cutters because he seemed to have
convinced his clients to include genealogical information on the stone. Even without a signature, one can spot
Ard's work by the timber-type font he used to emboss the family surname onto the stone. Many of these can be
found in the cemeteries of the town of Hanover. The Griswold stone pictured shows his signature and includes
the wonderful information on Loana Griswold's maiden name and birthplace which we may never have learned
except for this tombstone.

Nathaniel Smith and his son, Eugene, were early monument carvers in Jamestown. P Frederick Mace and his
partner, Daniel E Smith signed many stones simply S & M, Fredonia. At the time of the 1875 census, every
town in the county had a least one person who listed marble culler as his occupation. In the spring of 1886, The
Chautauqua News carried on a debate about the importance of marking graves. First this article appeared:
Chaut News 17 Mar 1886-- How important illS Ihat the graves ofour dead should be permanently marked; yet
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how much neglected the many nameless sites in every graveyard bears us witness. It is not always from want of
respect for the dead, or from want ofmeans or inclination. It is procrastination--delay. Let those who have
been heretofore remiss, hasten to atone for their neglect. We owe it alike to the dead and the living...... How
many ofthe illustrious dead names that are familiar to us as household words, sleep in nameless graves-their
last resting place unknown-because their survivingfriends neglected to mark the place with a grave stone until
too late. But instead of leaving his point as taken, our editor prodded the ego of his male readers:

In this regard it is said that a woman has a beller memory than a man. When a wife survives she almost
always renders her last tribute ofrespect bya monument to her deceased husband. But man, more neglectful,
IS drawn away sooner by the cares ofbusiness andforgets this duty.

The importance of memorials is not the same for all. The week following the editorial, a letter to the editor
appeared in the same Chautauqua News saying: Let us whisper a few things in your ear. Cemeteries are filled
with dead men; that is the proper place for them. Towns, villages and cities should contain live men, men of
push; that is the proper place for them. They build up the community, while the former fill up the cemeteries.
It is the man ofpush that brings trade to town, that beautifies it, that increases its productions, that holds out
inducements to capitalists to locate and establish industries, that increase the population and wealth-the
everything that goes /0 make a live town. Bury the dead to make room for the man ofpush.
And this debate goes on even unto the year 2002- strong opinions about use of prime real estate for cemeteries,
conflicting with reverence for the dead

Another problem of cemeteries was and still is, the question of upkeep. The Chautauqua News of2 June 1886
We need to Improve the conditIOn ofour cemetery. /t is a beautijullocation, has a nice lots andfine
monuments..... There should be a man constantly employed during the greater part of the year to keep it in
proper condition. How many ofthe 300 owners oflots will pay S/ a year for this purpose.? Can you do the
math on that salary?

Today, NYS law requires public cemeteries to retain and invest a percentage of the sale of/ots for the purpose of
future maintenance We could do a whole program, hours long, on cemetery law. We will only state that these
govern just about 40 per cent of cemeteries and there are very few cemetery police to enforce cemetery law. In
his newspaper teaser, James promised that I would tell you if you can be buried in your own back yard. Yes, if
you really want to be. It would become a private cemetery, not under control of "cemetery law," but please
don't try it without the help of a licensed undertaker and don't try it in the dead of night. Though not under state
law, such burials must be done in compliance with State Health Department regulations. And remember the
property may be sold by your heirs, with that same question of future maintenance.

We learned with Some amusement that this problem of upkeep crosses the state line into Pennsylvania when we
stopped in Bradford to find the grave site of a person we were researching though not related. The family plot
had some marked graves but wanting to know who else might be buried there, we stopped at the cemetery office.
The attendant was most friendly and helpful. No, she couldn't look it up right now, but please leave in writing
exactly what we were seeking, along with our name and address so she could do the research and mail us the
result. The charge we inquired??-no, no charge. The information we sought was sent promptly by mail, along
with a bill for $110 of unpaid "annual maintenance" on that lot.

A major 19'" century monument maker was Samuel Nixon of Westfield-grandfather of illustrious past-president,
Rod Nixon. In the 1865 census, he lists his occupation as marble cutter, in 1870 as marble manufacturer, and in
1875, marble dealer. By this time, he had a large crew of stone-cutters. The personal items in local newspapers
of the time let us know that he was busy erecting monuments throughout the county. Aug 4, 1886: Nixon
Brothers of Westfield, have lately set fme monuments in our cemetery for Mrs Mary Peck and for Mrs S L
Paddock They have contracts for one for Stephen Cook's family, one by Frank Button for this father, the late
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Alvin Button, and one for Ambrose Balckmer's family. Oct 6, 1886: Stephen Cook & sons have just placed in
Panama Cemetery a granite monument, 16 feet high. Oct 13, 1886 SF Nixon, of Westfield, was here
Wednesday and made a sale to H F & R E Sheldon Oct 20,1886: Ava Hart has recently erected a flOe granite
monument in our cemetery. Nixon Bros of Westfield did the work, and the foundation is laid for two more to be
put up. This all happened before Grandfather became more famous as a politician.
Then Mrs Henry H. Beaujean ordered a flOe granite monument for her lot in the Sherman cemetery from the
Nixon Bros. Poor Henry, on a trip to scout out the West he was killed in a RR accident in Kansas on the 24'" of
January 1886. This was totally the fault of the Railroad and his young wife could have collected well on behalf
of herself and her young daughter, Mary, but we are told in the News that on June 2'· Mrs Beaujean accepted the
$5000 settlement offered by the RR. The following week we are told that she ordered the monument. But, you
know what? I checked out our Sherman Cemetery book- no fine monument to Henry was found. In fact, no
stone at all for anyone named Beaujean. Town records do show that Henry's body was shipped by the RR from
Kansas and buried in Sherman Cemetery on January 29th, but there are no other Beaujean burials listed in the
town office Did Mrs Beaujean collect the $5000 from the RR and move elsewhere? Did Nixon Bros actually
prepare the monument forJ.'nd were stiffed for the work when she absconded?

N-v
Did you know that if you are looking for a bargain in a tombstone, you can get such a one that was ordered but
never set because of lack of payment? When you visit the cemetery, look for stones that have the area of the
family name, usually rectangular, grounq about a quarter inch deeper into the granite. The previous name and
information has been effectively "erased" and your name can now be engraved a little deeper. 1 learned this when
the double stone for my parents was set in Forest Hill. It did not start out as one of those "bargains," was
beautifully done, except that mother's name was on the left and she had been buried on the right. Well, Mother _ .••)
didn't complain and it did not seem to matter much to Dad, but some family members were upset, so the \lilIl'" /'f1IYP'~

erased (no charge because of the error) and changed places. About that same time a similar double stone was
placed on the plot next to my parents, with the names of the couple, the husband, recently deceased, with his
surviving wife's name and birthdate also engraved, just as was my Dad's who was still living. You will·find this
situation in every cemetery you may visit. But, just a few years later, we noticed that this wife's name had been
totally removed from the stone. We don't know, but guess that her life took a positive turn and she made other
plans.

As in every form of art, tombstones had a steady flow of fads and styles. Our area's earliest tombstones were thin
slabs of fieldstone or marble in the "sun and moon;" "willow and urn", era of the carver's art. We have a few
examples of these early Chautauqua County designs on the photo sheets. Genealogists are always searching for
an exact date of birth and some stones give this information Throughout much of the nineteenth century, stones
listed just the death date but added the age at death by year, month and day, making it possible to deduce a date
of birth . We have' a computer program that uses this information to calculate the birth date for us. (Notice this
dating style on the Morrison stone #7) This stone shows a combination of the sun and willow motifs popular in
the early 1800's As you tour any cemetery, look for icons of a hand pointed heavenward, opening gates of
heaven, a endless variety ofcrosses. You will find only one monument in the county that has torches pointed
toward the ground-look at # lOon the photo sheet. We couldnt find out much about the life of Martin B.
Bradley whose large monument is near the front of Forestville Pioneer, and who went to great lengths to
advertise to the world his belief that at death, life was forever extinguished. No guide to Heaven or Pearly
Gates on his stone. As a youngster, I remember a visit to that cemetery with my Dad and his boss, Charlie Dye,
walking near the Bradley monument, hearing a reference to him as "that damned atheist." The monument tells
us only that Martin B Bradley died in 1878 and his wife Fidelia Judson in 1871. The Dunkirk Observer informs
us that Mr Bradley died in Hart, Michigan, and that a monument costing eight thousand dollars was placed on his
lot in Pioneer Cemetery. That is all we know about the life of Martin B. Bradley, but yet, is that not more than
we know of the lives of most as we walk by their tombstones?
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When you visit the cemetery, stroll through the old section, progress through the years to the site of the new
burials. Note the changes in style and wording. Note the variety of themes-how many different ways to design
the drape of mourning? How many different shapes? Visit more than one cemetery and note the differences
When our granddaughter was little, she liked the Catholic cemetery where my sister is buried-so many statues of
angels-she called them dolls, running from one to the next to pick out her favorite Visit Holy Sepulcher
Cemetery in Jamestown Larger than life angels guard the gate there

Another form that may seemal1 sameness and boring is the veterans' marker. Not true! Look more carefully.
Quite a variety can be found and even more available to the veteran A emblem reflective of one's belief can be
chosen or left off, a marble or granite standing marker, or a bronze plaque can be chosen. The plaque can be
attached to the back of a commercial monument or placed on its own at ground level. A niche-sized plaque is
available for those strange little apartment structures now in most cemeteries to receive cremains One can
choose the full designation of rank and unit or only the branch of service on these veterans' markers. You may
have full date of birth and death, just the years, or no dates at all. Awards, including the Purple Heart can be
noted. These are ordered through your friendly neighborhood mortuary. We printed out a copy of the 32
authorized emblems of "one's belief' available-many of which I have yet to observe in Chautauqua County. Do
you know that just two years ago some lawyers looked over the rules for giving out these free markers and found
that it illegal to furnish a stone or plaque for a veteran who already had a commercially purchased marker? In
Chautauqua County alone, were hundreds of these "illegal" markers. Around the world there were mil1ions l To
avoid the expense of removing these illegals, the law was changed last December to match the practice in place
for a hundred years Isn't government wonderfully efficient?-saved us all that money I

Yes, you can still order a marble marker from the government, but few marble markers are placed today. By the
end of the nineteenth century we sadly learned that the marble, once thought indestructible, was indeed wearing
away Monument makers turned to granite that would last through eternity-or as far into it as we care to think
about That double stone for husband and wife, side by side replaced the over and under style of an earlier
day-John J Smith and his wife Anna- sometimes even, "his beloved wife" Anna... We have found with dismay
that some of those old stones lacked the wife's given name, let alone her maiden name. Many were buried with
only Mrs for a first name. As you wander through the newer sections of any cemetery in the county, you can't
miss the double stone fad oftoday--carved in the form of two hearts, connected by interlocking wedding bands
with a message such as "together forever" with the the wedding date permanently engraved. One couple, who
don't share our love of visiting cemeteries, decided it was time to preplan and chose their tombstone. They paid
a premium, they claimed, to get this unique design they had thought up themselves of interlocking hearts The
next time we saw them, they were quite dejected. They had visited the newly-set stone and found at least ten
similar ones in the same row.

We found one dissenter from this "together forever" mentality- A Forestvil1e friend who, upon the death of her
husband bought a single grave in Pioneer Cemetery for him and another single grave at the opposite end of town
in Prospect Cemetery. "I lived with him all these years," she said, "I don't intend to spend eternity with him."

We have come to the computer age in cemetery art- Now we have engraving of the actual buildings on the farm
where decedent lived and died. Occupations and hobbies are symbolized in form of deer waiting for the hunter's
aim, grape vineyards, trucks, hot cars, a wiMing pinochle hand-you name it, it can be engraved on your
tombstone. One couple, still living, had Riles and Woolley of Forestville set for them in Forest Hill cemetery a
modest stone (# 17) with their own unique symbols his Lincoln Town Car and her pack of cigarettes and cup of
coffee My husband taught me to recognize the difference between engraving and etching. You can spend a
little more (actually a lot more) for an etching done by an artist with a diamond stylus. You will see attached to
many tombstones a photograph of the decedent. Sadly, some of these have been vandalized, the photo gone, or,
if the photo remains, it is cracked or faded. Now instead of attaching your photo to the stone, it is possible to

5



have a very lifelike copy ofyour features etched directly onto the stone. I don't have an photo of one of these
but Mr. Woolley says that though expensive, these are excellent in quality and he has set one in the cemetery at
Randolph. Mr Frank Arnold, the last resident keeper of the Dunkirk Lighthouse, has the likeness of that
lighthouse engraved on his memorial. The Wawro's, leaders of the local LDS church and library for many years,
have the Salt Lake Temple etched on theirs' along with the church precept that makes this sect the world leader
in genealogy- "Families are Forever." Perhaps because oflonger life expectancy, cemetery art of today has
turned away from symbols of grief, to celebration of life.

Phallic symbolism was prominent in the late nineteenth century. Look at the scene from Forest Hill in Fredonia
honoring the publicist Charles Webster, Judge Warren Hooker, and the Howard brothers (#12 & #14). The
Howard monument, it was announced in the Fredonia Censor in 1890, was the tallest monument in that place
and cost ten thousand dollars. Other beautiful.~entsin that cemetery must also have been very expensive.
It seems the wealthy families of the nineteent~ompeted, as each died, their families provided a more showy
display than the last. We really should spend more time visiting these galleries to enjoy this art in stone. My
personal favorite is #13, the elaborate Episcopal cross erected to the memory of Dr Milton M Fenner.

Many cemeteries have a unique monument carved to look like a tree stump, some with even more of the tree
than one stump. We did not include a photo, but In Forest Hill, the Phillips' monument is an example. Parents
names are on the stump, children of the family who died young have smaller stones that look like cuts from the
trunk The most elaborate tree carved in stone in this area is across the county line at Versailles. It's worth a fall
Sunday drive to see These were ordered at the 1893 Chicago World Fair and the company providing them was
soon forced bankruptcy because they had many orders and had not calculated well the cost of production and
transportation.

This weekend, for ten dollars, you can take the "Harvest Moon" tour through Forest Hill on the Fredonia
Trolley Though enjoyable, this is Halloween entertainment and will focus on ghosts and goblins. I think it more
fun to save the ten dollars to go in broad daylight to enjoy this outdoor art gallery without the dramatic scary
stuff We have some flyers here, published by the Barker Museum for a self-guided walking tour. I said I would
confine today to Chautauqua County, but I implore you, when you travel around the world, check out the
cemeteries- unbelievable - you wiJJ find that some who lived and died in past centuries in other places had even
more money to spend on monuments than our Chautauquans. As a history Jesson we once took our
grandchildren to visit Dred Scott's grave in North St Louis, and in the same cemetery found the family plot of
General William Tecumseh Sherman, then the mausoleum of Adolphus Busch, built in 1913 at a cost of$75,OOO
and on an on to others who in death seemed to try to outpace Busch. You will find such work in any major city­
and don't forget ~earby Forest Lawn in Buffalo

There is one perplexing question we have encountered in our cemetery visits. Is any body there? Many stones,
you will notice, have no death date. engraved. If the birth date is within the past hundred years, we can
assume, perhaps, that the event has not yet occurred. But what of many whose birth date falls well before 1900?
Was there no family member or executor left to take care of this duty? Was the small charge for this service too
much for the frugal or impoverished heirs, or the procrastination that worried our Chautauqua News editor of
over a century ago? Or, did the person who set the stone in anticipation of the unavoidable, move on, or chose
to be buried elsewhere. Each of these are possible, but how are we to know the facts. Patrick J O'Connell #3,
announced in stone that he was the one who paid for a monument in St Mary's Cemetery in Dunkirk to honor
the memory of his sister, Miss Margaret O'Connell who died in 1924 at age 83. Patrick's name and birth date is
included but no death date so we are left to wonder, is he is buried there? In that same cemetery are two stones
to the memory of one John Maloney, on different fots, one with each of his wives. We have to guess that he is
buried with his second wife who survived him, but his name, with death date engraved appears on both stones.
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We worked with Walter Waligora, sexton of Prospect Road Cemetery in Forestville. He showed us the stone of
a gentleman he called "Fabulous" Lawton whose wife, Marion died in 1956 but her husband's remains had not
shown up to be buried besideher I'm sure this or a similar story plays out over and over around the world, but
here it piqued our curiosity to do a little search. Years before we had known Fabius (not Fabulous) Lawton and
his wife, Marion Boss. Yes indeed, it turns out, the year after Marion's death, Fabe remarried and lived happily
for another quarter century with his second wife. We found him buried beside number two at Hanover Center
Mr Waligora was quite disappointed when we told him the story. He had envisioned this "Fabulous" fellow,
aging gracefully somewhere, waiting to return to Marion. But there will be no body there.

We researched the Chesbro family of photos #1 & #2. Interesting that neither Betsey, wife of Gurdon, or
Lucretia, wife of Betsey & Gurdon's son James, have a death date engraved, though they were born in 1799 and
1833 and should have been long since gone. Betsey, we assumed died soon after her husband and was the victim
of that male neglect mentioned in Chautauqua News. But Lucretia, the sister of Norwood's 2nd great­
grandfather, was left a widow quite young, remarried and moved to Silver Creek. We wanted definite proof
there was a body in Sheridan Cemetery where her name had been engraved. There was no evidence of burial
with her second husband at Dayton where he has a marked grave beside his first wife. But, when you read old
newspapers for amusement, like I do, you eventually learn all. According to the Dunkirk Observer for October
9, 1923 Lucretia lived into her 91" year, died at the home of her son George Chesbro and was indeed buried at
Sheridan Center, but obviously no one b.othered to have the date engraved. Maybe our society should write a
grant with a mission to have these dates engraved after they have been proved.

In another version of the "Is any body there?" story, some thirty years ago, my uncle Curt and his third wife
stopped at our house, grinning from ear to ear, having just completed a real estate deal. Each sold a single grave
site in Forest Hill, intended for use, each with a former spouse, and traded for a double lot in the same cemetery;
further, they had ordered a fine stone to be placed thereon. This couple lived happily together into their nineties
Meanwhile, they moved to Florida, where at their demise, their families decided to leave them After uncle's
death, as a sort-of funeral substitute, my cousins hosted a memorial flower-planting at the Forest Hill plot.
Relatives had a fine time chatting while tamping the new floral arrangements, even said a prayer, around the
stone that marked the empty graves. Each year his daughters plant new flowers and when we tend my parents
graves in the same cemetery, we say "hello" to Uncle Curt in absentia. But a passing stranger may see the stone
and note the lack of death date, perhaps noting that they would both be over a hundred by now, and may
wonder, "Is any body there?"

The most annoying "is any body there" dilemma of the genealogists is the unmarked grave, lamented earlier. We
are pretty sure the. remains are in a certain cemetery but no stone and no record can be found. I know you have
noticed, walking through any cemetery, several stones, then empty spaces. Maybe the spot was marked years
ago, but the stone has since disappeared, or maybe the marker was never placed. Try to buy one of those empty
spaces in an old section and you will probably be turned down because today's sextons, using power equipment,
do not want to start digging into an unknown area. Is any body there? Probably; we wish we knew'

We see in Chautauqua County Cemeteries many memorials to family members buried elsewhere. In Sherman, a
unique plate glass monument erected in 1886 to the memory of the Richardson family lists birthplace and date,
death place and date for the male line for nine generations back to England in 1615. At least seven of those
generations have no body in Sherman. But this also is worth a trip to see-a plate glass monument in near-perfect
condition after 120 years

My love of old newspapers led me to the story of Mary Robinson Lakin who died in August, 1857; her infant son
died shortly after Their two tombstones can be found in Sherman Cemetery, and the record of their burial noted
in the Sherman Town Clerk's office When we read the tombstones a few years ago, we assumed the remains of
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mother and son were beneath our feel. But the good old Chautauqua news, Sep 28, 1887 says Dr S A
Robinson, a former resident of Sherman, now living at Staten Island, was in town Monday. His father was a
Methodist minister and his sister was the first wife of Sherman's Dr Lakin. Dr Robinson had the remains of his
sister and those of her child, which were buried in Sherman thirty years ago, removed to Staten Island, where
they will be interred in the Moravian cemetery." So, no body there! We presume that Dr Lakin by that time was
living happily ever after with a second wife and had no objection to this removaL But the stones remain in
Sherman. Who knew?

The national news keeps reminding us of the importance of these human remains and the care thereof How
often have we heard that modern buzz word, closure? Finding the remains, for some mystical reason brings
closure. Is that what drives us to know where our seventh great-grandmother was laid to rest?

We are grateful for every fragment of information we can find of persons who lived in our county, if only those
two dates on a stone. Most do not have biographies in our county histories but a marked grave gives us this bit
We can get other clues from those whose space they share in the cemeteries. Bless the volunteers who are
working today to preserve these memorials. Just one year ago, through the efforts of our County Historian,
Michelle Henry, the Town of Chautauqua Historian, Gib Hayward, some Boy Scouts and county officials, we
had a re-dedication of the cemetery at the site of the old County Home in Dewittville. There one monument
memorializes over 600 persons who died at the home before 1864. After that date we find individual stones
engraved only with a number to identify a thousand more who died from 1864 to 1932 when burials there
ceased. We have been working to put names to those numbers and are making some progress There is a photo
of the 1864 monument on the marked page in the Alms House book. I hope the county officials remember that a
year ago they promised to maintain this cemetery.

Joe Bolivard of Forestville, almost singlehandedly, has worked in cemeteries in the Town of Hanover and as far
afield as Clear Creek Cemetery near Ellington to clear brush, repair and reset broken stones in cemeteries. His
signature project has been to put special markers at the graves of war veterans-note the Ferry monument #8 on
the photo sheet showing Bolivard's markers ..

Sometimes we get disinformation, from markers. One such was our highly publicized encounter with Noah
Jones whose grave was decorated for many years with a Confederate f1ag- a practice started innocently but
erroneously by our old friend, Fred Kates. Research found the truth about Noah and he is now revered as a
Union Soldier. One real Confederate Veteran is buried here in Forest Hill. Dr. Matthew Moore removed his
family from South Carolina to Fredonia shortly after the Civil War. Another wonderful story that we just don't
have time to tell

One more important change in cemeteries Remember the Decoration Day of our childhood? Mother watched
those lilac buds every spring and it was a disaster when they bloomed and died too early. In an ideal year, we
would gather arm loads of the purple blossoms, and any other cut flower that could be found, along with any jar
that could be used, headed to the cemetery in our model A Ford to decorate the graves. Here we were
introduced to grandpa's headstone, great-grandpa's beyond the next drive and Aunt Carrie's still-born twins
under the hydrangea bush. Today, it is Memorial Day we celebrate, always on a Monday, no more cut flowers
because glass jars and tin cans have been outlawed. We stiJl decorate, using money that Mother did not have, to
buy geraniums, colias, verbena and spikes. As a summer Sunday ritual we make the cemetery rounds to water
when necessary, as it certainly was this past season. But what about the future? I hope all of you are more
fortunate, but our children live at least two states away. Those graves that Mother decorated seventy years ago
and those dug since will probably go un-geraniumed. Oh please, don't let them come once every ten years and
deposit one of those plastic "Mom" and "Dad" arrangements bought at the doJlar store.
Enjoy our cemeteries, their history, their art, and so many mysteries to be explored
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Cemetery Photos, all by Norwood J. Barris

I. Gerdon Chesbro stone; no death date for wife, Betsy. Sheridan Center

2. James Chesbro opposite face ofabove stone; no death date for Lucretia J (IIanSchoonhoven)

3. Erected by Patrick O'Connell fur sister, Margaret. Is Patrick buried here? St Mary's, Dunkirk

4. Griswold stone by S Ard ofSmith Mills. Forestville Pioneer

5. Warren Griswold face of stone showing surname in Ard's signature timber font for surname.

6. Loana Cutler face of Griswold stone with genealogical information. S Ard signed at base

7. Samuel Morrison; ornate willow motif stone carved by J B Stutson. Forestville Pioneer

8. John and Susannah Ferry, both soldiers of The Revolution; Bolivard plaques on base. Forestville

9. Noah Jones' marker with Confederate flag holder; see story from Chautauqua Genealogist.

10. Bradley momument, torches point downward. Forestville Pioneer

II. Howard obelisk, designed to be the tallest in the cemetery. Forest Hill, Fredonia

12. Adolphus Busch mausoleum; small stones at right mark in-laws, Anheuser graves. N St Louis

13. Milton Fenner, ornate Episcopal cross. Forest Hill, Fredonia

14. Judge Hooker, Charles Webster; phallic symbols. Forest Hill

J5. Frank 1. Arnold, the last resident keeper ofthe Dunkirk Lighthouse. Forest Hill

J6. Wawro; etching of Salt Lake Temple, genealogical creed. Forest Hill

J7. Cambria; twenty-first century icons; stone by Riles & Woolley, Forestville. Forest Hill

18. Exact replica ofearly memorial to Col Thomas Abell. Fredonia Pioneer

19. Detail of above. The origina,l stone is in the basement ofBarker Musewn, Fredonia.

20. Monument to memory of George 1. F. Barrett, Fredonia merchant, age 24.. Fredonia Pioneer

21. Detail of unique capstone ofBarrett monument with anchor icon.

22. Geiben monument showing occupation ofdecedent. Photographed at Riles & Woolley shop

23. "Fertile Flats" realistic depiction of Crandall Farm on back ofmonument. Ibid.

24. Thompson; intricate and realistic etching offarrnsite with motorcycle. Hanover Center

25. Donovan, unique shape, beautifully etched monument. Hanover Center
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Above: Ellen Schwar1ekamp stands next to the historical marker at Barcelona
harbor, recently installed by New York's Seaway Trail, Inc.

The Seaway Trail:
\>'1' ) 'rr~' ',- On/j, .rVatio!l(/I.)rrJlI( 81'11/(1)'

Teresa Mitchell, center, meets with
WDC's Pam Frank, left, and Ellen
Schwanekamp, right.

orherwise be rn issed. LocJleci :lt Imerv:!ls

Jlong rhe rrail :Ire vlsimr inFormarion
display signs which feaTure regional and
local maps idemifYi ng hiswric, cu Iru raj,
recreariona!' agriculrural and orher [ravel
information. The Seaway Trail's "Museum
Withom Walls" fearures hrown and whilL
W:u of ISll signs ar 42 hi.~roric sires :lIang
The wa\', including 011(' ar BJrce!ona harbor
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[cJllGIlIOn COillmiltee

Fenlon Hlslory Center 6

~ )11 '"rIlL1'''. AufuSI 2.~rd. the Ch:lllUUqll:l
( " ".1111 \. I-I 1~I"rlcJ! \n.:il'r;· 10'1 ned [he
I. h.Jllhcr "t l:(Jl'i1ll1UCl' :1I1d \\\':.lfheld
I).". ,,!.l['ll1eIH Cnf['(Jr',Hlon ~H ,1 receprion
kll "([e,;\ \1irchell. rhe chiefexeculive cln­
uT "I \L:;l\'''~': Trail. 111(" which prolnores

\C\\' York's on Iy Narlonal Scenic byway.

lht rill rpose of rhc rcception was [0 unveil

11('\\ .)ign:l~e iIlsral IttJ ar Barcelona harbor.

LX;Hcd neJr:l kiosk displaying (Oumt

Il\.I\,' .H1d reglona) highl,ghrs, rhe sign [ells

(he himl[1 or the harbor. According ro

\ I iIe hcll.'OlI r gO.1! IS [0 o!)en vi5i[ors' eyes
I', dlC wonderful \'JlIerv of3rr ra((ions [h:][

l"\ 1'\ rl.10ng rhe b~'W;l\'''

!·:oIIOWlllf!. rhe [<:''-<:[1[10n, I'vl Ilcl1('I' WJS

~!ven;1 00 111inUIe rour nF Ihe McClurg
Mme'.lJrl in \'\/esrfleld. Ofparricuhr inlcr­
c;;r rn ivllrchell w~s rhe societ"', rexlile col­
lection, since she collects quilts. She offered
Sl'venl suggesrions for Ii nki ng the Museu ill

wirh otber organizarions along [he Hail,

many of which have collecrlons sim ilar [Q

our own.

The Seaway Trail is a 454-mile scenic

route paralleling Lake Erie, rhe Niagara

River. Lake Omario and rhe Sf. Lawrence

River. A well-m3rked, scenic :llrernJ[Jve TO

incerscare high"':!}'s and (Oil roads, II leads

rhe trJvckr rn local Jrrr3(riom which nll1:'hl
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TlmeLines: The Newslerrer of the Chautauqua Counry Hisrorical Sociery 2.

From the Editor:
History in the Making: The Art ofDonna J Thomas

By chance I discovered a rare [alenr who lives among us. I was driving on rhe
Wesrfield-Sherman Road one Sarurday when I passed a woman sining in her
driveway, surrounded by an array ofobjecrs for sale. Curious, I rurned around and
scopped ehe car. Gerring our, I immediarely sensed I was in for somerhing special.
I was noe disappoimed. In face, I was emhra.lled.

Donna Thomas is a remarkably [alemed sculpwr who specializes in wildlife.
Animals are her passion. She loves narure and her work is a perfece refleceion of
her imeresL A lifelong residem of Chaurauqua Coumy, she is living hiswry. Her
carvings fall wi[hin rhe folk an genre. Wirhour formal training as an anis[, she
doesn'r have gallery represemarion, an agem, or a public relaeions firm. Whar she
has is a God-given talen[ and a mission. She wanrs the viewer [Q know rhe animal
kingdom, so thar we migh[ preserve i[, and protect them.

Thomas' poim of reference is noe only ehe world she sees around her, bur
also the world she imagines. She expresses herself ehrough her sculprure with
delighrful resulrs. Living on a farm, she is incrinsically dose ro naeure. Her spare
rime is spenr communicaring wirh rhe animals around her. She carves eheir forms
in wood, which she ehen enhances with painr. My instinm eel I me [har she is
speaking lo [hem and for them. But we are her audience; ir's us she wishes [Q

Insrruc[.
No one makes Thomas creare the artwork she does. I doubr anyone could

make her SlOp. I share rhe following phorographs wirh you because I believe
she's remarkable. She is parr ofcounry hisrory. This wrirer says, "Keep working,
Donna. Teach us. Surprise us!"

Above: uLunch," In which a fox shops for food. Below, uBobcats" play with
their food. In both cases the mouse Is made from a seed husk. Cleverl

Membership levels
LIfe ,. ,. $100.00
Family.. . , 25.00
Joinr '.,. ,.,. ,., .. 18.00

Individual ........ 10.00

llMELINES IS PUBLISHED QUARTERLY
by the O1aurauqua Coumy Historical Sociery.
Our mi~~ion is m fo~rer an interesr in and
knowledge of rhe hismry of Chautauqua
County th rough rhe collecrlOn, presava­
rjon and interpreration of objects of local
significance. Please address all comments ro:

C.C.H.S., PH Box 7, Westfield NY 14787

Museum Director
James O'Brien

Assistant Director
Ellen Schwanekamp

Officers
Jame~ O'Brien

f'r~Jid~nr

Par Newell
Vra-Pr~Jidmr

Rod Nixon
Taa!uru

Ellen Schwanekamp
5~craary

Lois Barris
Caualogiu

Trustees
Lois Barris
Pat Newell

Priscilla Nixon
Rod Nixon

Virginia Richardson
Henry Weiler

About the McClurg Museum

A resrored fromier mansion buill by James
McClurg circa 1818. Today, the museum

I
is [he home of lhe Chautauqua Coumy
H1SlOricaJ SOCi~lY. Open ro [he public
from 10 a.m. [0 4 p.m., Tuesday mrough
Sarurday. Group [Ours available. Please

caJl 326-2977 for Funher information.

r



Children are fascinated by history when they can experience it directly.
Above: Gov. Patterson's coach, on loan to the Antique Farm Museum.

CCHS Education Committee Forms
flromoring ((JIIJ1[]! histor)1 is rts mission

'\1 Ih" CCHS IrLhICC" ll\l'C'lillS III JUIlC- seh",,\ [(1111'\ o(rlll' MeCIIlIg Muscum
". "1, IfkTHliinl ,1.\ ,I In,ll"l I'rll1rlr)' hCClilSC I til h I<Hlf, h,1\'t' hlkll orr In rcCC1l1

\',Of'. "Tlle \'1c CllIl"g ISfl I ,llonc. We've Ilomed :1 rail ofT at" ou r muscum, lOO. Tf\lS
I~ hnrh a re?:lol1.l1 and nariana] rrend because ofbudger C\lts \vjrhin rhe schools."

,]( en 1'c1lllg ro ell m [)('rI1V-Cu~d r~do. ,Lrc'ClOr of [he FLuker Museum ill Fredonia.

111 I"l'SllUllSl' 10 rhe need. rhe society h~s esrablished all cducarian commircee,

The COlTlllllrlCC IS chaired b:" i'vL-rriJllne Heck. J ~1[ofessional TeJcher \\'ho lives

III \\'l',1 fi lid, ( :,11"1,1 Crnllc, wllO reJclws ,1[ \'VCS! tield i\c:ldenw, will serve JS school

11.:1"'11 Jill 111.11 ,chou!. :-il III iLH liaisans :lre bCll1S soughl (or orllcr ~chool c1ismcrs

111 Ch:l\ll.llJllll,J COllnrv. 'rhe COlTlmutee will dr~\V upon rhe resources oflocal
(01 leges :15 wel13s (Jrher historical socle[ie-s The COmml[[Ce'S primary aim is TO

1l1-1~C (011111\' hisron rdcI'3m in 3 r3pidlv clunging ellvi ronmenr.

[-hc COlllTllirleC i.i developIng programs which Cl1c()urage le31'nlllg ~lr ~111 agc

I, ':L-I., Ii, ill][ial rucus \1·111 bc schools. bcgill11 Il1b wjrh fOllrrh gl~ldc whcn local

hl'l,'rl' I' i,:U!Ch1. r Illloillmirll'e \\,,,11 crealc Ics.snl1 1',1,)1\, filr [1:':lChe" rn liSe- in rhe

,I,i"I()\1[11 Thc,c II ill includ,' unils ofkarllil1~. I"l'Sillllec hies, hJl1ds-<)11 JCtl\·jucs,

!,,,nk 1,,[.' ~ll1d (lrhe, I11,HcriJls, [0 f3cillLHt rhe Inr !ling of county hlsrorv.

III ;Idd IlI()n, 1he UJml11l[tcc IS developing ,1 docclHS progrJJn far the McClu rg

\ 111"'llrll, Ie) hell' \1'I[h school roll IS. Docems Il'dl hc rr:ll11ed [0 enrcr rhe chss­

Il">ln for si re specdlc reach Ing cngagelllcllt~. Home schooling ,llld COnt inui ng

."Iull CdUCHIOl1 II·dl 31so be cxplored. "Learning IS le)1 a]I," JCcoding [0 Heck.

h Illci i11:-: 11.1 ~ h"l'll Ilrol lckd lw .J gell('raL'-' ~r.lIH from Ihe Chauullqll a COLI my

!llu'nlll1l1l.11 C()lllll1ir[cc. fur wlJich J11Jlchll1; pal1rs II·ill he soughr, To volunreer,

,',.I',llnbul,-', or for morc Il1f()rmarion, ple:rse L.ll1 .r~6-.l-,)77.

\UIII1111' .'(lU2

Society News of Note:
Members on the moue

On June 24, Mr. & Mrs. R. Nixon
3rrenJeJ a prescl1tarion on histOriC
preserv3flon ;)nd ('co no III ic dcvelop­

menr. spollSored hi' rhe Chaur,llIqll;1

Counrv PIJnning Dq1arrmc:nr and rhe

Land nurk SOCltrY.

On July 20. a 8icenrenial Cclebmion

open hOllse Jr rhe McClurg Museu 111

was ;mended bv ne:1I1)' 400 people

23 CCHS members volulHecred over
,) hundred hours 3r rhe 64th Annual

Anriqw Show and Sale, held July 22-24
ro beneh[ [he McClurg Museum.

On July 24, archirew R. CrawFord

and A, Rebeck Join('d V Luce for an
inspeCTion of rhe McClurg Museum,

35 pan of a gram proposal ro solve rhe
moisture problem,

E. Schwanekamp attended the
Advanced Crant Writing class ar

SUNY Fredonia on July .31.

]. O'Brien ,mcnde-d Micrograp/JI(J as a
Records Mmwgernml 7001 on Juh' ~ 1 ill

Hell1l1s POI n I, sl'0ns,lred by rhe N,'W

York Sr3re Archives.

In July and Augusr. nine new members
joi ned (he socieTy and over .380 people

vlsired rhe McClurg Museum,

K. Grant taught rWQ classes on [he reli­

gious significance ofbbyrimhs ar Chau­
[JuqUJ Insmurion in July and AugusL

V. Richardson signed copies of Telling
Our Storm 1883-2000 ar rhe Fredonia
Farm FesrivJ1on Friday. Augusr I G,

111 Augusr, rhe CCHS jni ned the

MliSellnl Associatioll ,,fN<.:w YOI-k Jnd

I he S(\lW~l\' '1'ull, Inc

N. Hanks rcpllSeJ Memories o/Ew­
IOn's inn, her drallUI\C readIng of

I Edna BUtron Dunn's 193G speech to

, rhe DAR. on Seprember 11 for [he

\\Iorrield Seniors Group

Trtl Ii, Ii ,hal you're domg Smd df[aiL~ 10

eCHS. PO Box 7, IVesrjield NY 14787
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He m:v rv"dswort!J Longfelluw

';Art f.' tong, '71Jd Tlml' 1.'.fIt'rtins.

A nd our henrti, though jtout and brave,

Strl/, like muffled drumJ, are berltl1lg
Funeral ma/'(h,'s to the gra1!i' ..

CCHS Fall Luncheon:

/om lI.' (iI, S'II/o'dill', Ortubn 26 !U dl!'

Il'i,:,( 11111 loul/cd ,If 52 Erm ,~,fmi/

\ {I ('('! f~'I'(lo11I;1. 'I he (051 o(d?e III !/cI:fOiJ

!( 5/050 fi(/" II('rSOI/ Cuest,l are welcome'

'1(:(r a rlduNII.' Itrw/I, you can rf.lT iii

[,,',;: " fiUri 11'[Cllln o/lr(e('fUred.\pcak('!'.

1)1(',lse ral/326-.2977[o: reSerl/allOlIS,

LOIS Barm, a rrusree of rhe SOeler)' and
Ir5 lleerolo?,\[ h~s Sflelir [h(' pasT 2~

\t:\rS digging lIfl old records, bunTing
ht'r~(' 1rI n 11t\\"p'(flc~r ill Jcxc's, ceme[cry,

<cIYlnl. ;llld pnnr hnmc records. :1'. \\'('11
,i<., \~ ~11r1r\·I."C"n'll~ 11k·s. \h..,--, h~\i ~l\'en

II!' crldk·;s hours It> the ChaurJ,uqu;\
COLI 11[\' Ccne.\!o.!' lell Socicly wh Ic-h
k" f)uhl ISled .1( Insr ;\ dozen COLI/HI'

l'CIl1<'I(:'I'\ g Llldc<;.

Finrn In Sheridan. n;)rm has a B,A
o..ir,',:..:.rce· fr(lIn S\·r~~l~ll.~C l)fll\.'erSlrv, \""h ...:I-,,-'
. h, II .j, J mUll hn (lj Ph I HCLl )-(appl.
:--h" 1..\IIl! dl \'h,rccrs clc'g~e( II) "duel'

[1011 frol1l SUNY Rufhlo. She married
fll'r high schuol ,wcc'rhc':lf[ In 1946.
\\IIL'1l 0,t)I',\'\lIJL! thrns rc'rurned from

World \Vr 11 -[o?C'[her rhev h,1\'C'
IJI~cd h\'c children Af[~r reriring fronl

: l.lIC,'r III [".H,h,:)!; 111 1986. R.llns

,(lIl1!Jr!lI:d iccr 111[:[,',( III genC'zllogv
\\'Ith hn ,kill< (In (hC' compu[cr

[)., rrl, \\ill 1:\\, (lUI rlnl ceJl1erefies

,.. 11".-1 111\101\' Tf,~'.· rdl ,wlies :lbour

!)t'C'[-,k :ll1d ['!:lecs. abour an and
I IHItIIIIT. :ihnlll (MC hc,lldi She :l.'ks
\\ 11\ \111 \1, It'll.oll! !\rlm sl)<'.tklr\~

,h,'lI[ LlIIl<'I,'t 1[\ III ['Ulllc,OCIt'I\'; L,

II hc:c;1me of rccllglun; POJltlCS; Family
,C:UCiS' H~r (:,Ik \\,1111.\\, 10 rc,[

I he 1"\lC, 1I1dcrh:ng [ho.'e qUCS[lOIl,

I'l.m [(I Jlrcnd 'JS B:.lrrls ullC'arrhs

'111)\( II\\erC;[lng. ,111:;:cdol(,5 about grave

Illhhnl 'f)IClfllJ.ll,r,. :.llld 01her JI~hr.

11C,Hl,'d t(eln, uf ghoulish Il\rerest. 1f
\'ou've C\'er ·.\'ondcred w~CThtr you

cnu Id be burred in your own backyard.
\(1II'lllc:lrn che- answer Wllell LOIS

BarriS gl\'es us (he dl[[ on cemerer·les.
Cdt Ulcb\ [C) RSVP You'll dig. it. as
l he kids ';1\,1

"Why is it we r!?joice at a birth and grieve at i1 funeraIJ

It l~' because we are not rhe penon involved. "

PUD[YNH EAD WI] SON (IR'J4)

Mark Twain
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'
l!/U Im,!,:,/ nlflkn II1f !lllWh.

..... ,J...,

/ !l/l!l)c/.J'i/,,'d O!i(,·011 II jil/leral. ,.

J I:rll-I~ T() ~nUTHEY (],~l~)

Charles Lamb

. -,\

"0 death, where /s thy (ting' 0
graue, where IS thy ulcror)""

C:ORI,'!THIAi'-'-" 1'i:5~-'i':'

Paul of TarS1l i

"0 grave. where IS thy victor)')

Where, indeed, Many a bad6' stung

sun/ivaI', faced with the afttrmath

afsome relatIve's funeral. has rue­

fidly col/cluded that the victory has

been Ulan hands doum b), fl funeral

establishment. "

THf'AMI-::RICAN WAY Or DEATH (1%3)

jessica Mitford



Mettle in metal:
Standing proud in Sherman NY

THIS CONSTANT SENTINEL stands guard
in from of the Yorker Museum. lr is
reassuring in these uoubJed times lO
know that we have faced great, grave

challenges in the pasr and overcome

them. We ache, bur we grow stronger.
Our Sociery's mission lO preserve

history can't have a grearer purpose
than to comfort our children, and {O

inspire them to even grearer heights
of achievement. There's norhing ro say
bur, "God Bless America."

The Fenton History Center
Jamestown's premiere heritage resource

Wo!' intend to spotlight otha historical socio!'tio!'s in o!'ach issuo!', to Imdmcoro!' tho!'
cultural richness within Chautauqua County. we encourageyou to visit. -Editor

THE FENTON MUSEUMAND LIBRARY has been provjdi ng educational and cultural
opponunities for over 35 years. Built in 1863 by Gov. Reuben E. Femon, one of
the coumy's more illusrrious sons, his hallanate mansion stands high atop a hill,
with splendid, panoramic views of the city from its distinctive lOwer.

The museum offers a 5,OOO-vo[ume reference library, genealogy archives,
a collection of tare photographs, period rooms, and special exhibitions. The
cemer provides educational programs and guided rours by appoinrmenr.
Walk-in visirors ate welcome to rour rhe museum with a guide book. The
cenrer is located at 67 Washington Sueer, jameslOwn NY. Open Monday thru
Sarurday, 10 a.m. [04 p.m. For information, call 664-6256.

On A Voyage of Discovery (Without Leaving Land)
The Scandinavian Folk Festival is a Celebration ofSwedish Culture

A SEAFARING RACE with sophisticated metallurgy and woodcraft changed the
hislOry of Europe in the 10th cemury. Their descendants arrived here in the
late 19th and early 20th cemuries. Several hundreds of people learned [heir
history and enjoyed their culture at the Scandinavian Folk Festival, which was
held Seprember 6-8 at the Lutheran Social Services Campus in Jamestown. A
delightful mix of crafts, foods, performance, and local hislOry provided visitors
with a ranralizing inrroduction ro an importam parr ofChauraugua Counry
cuJrure. If you've never been, you'H wanr to atrend nexr year. (For moro!' infOrma­
tion about the Swedish contribution to weal history, be sure to visit the Fenton History
Center. They have an entire room devoted to it. -Editor)

Above: A reconstructed Viking ship. Inset: A bass drum from Jamestown's
Viking Drum Corps.

TimeLines: The Newsletrer of the Chautauqua County HislOrical Society 6.



Wayne Mori greets young Mormons who attended his lecture.

Coming Events:,
Things fOr you to 5et' and do

October
12 Findley lake and Mina Historical

Society

Findley Lake Communil] Cemer

Archaeologisr Or, James Adovasio

signs copies or The Fml Ame,iwY/S

at a publiC reception. 7 fun

769-7848 for tnform:Hlon,

13 Chautauqua County Genealogical

Society: Its 25th Anniversary

Chautauqua In;titution

Join [he NYS .A.SS\lCl;Hian afPublic
Historians' 3-day weekend conference,
Call 32(,-2077 far derails

A Review: Mormonism and Chautauqua County
('Ilpant) (rowe! hean a chl!ling story ofpfrJecution and survival

\ Ir \V~\'J1C A, Mrm lIas rhe fr:mned spea ker :,[ [he ,o(ie ry's Sli m nler lu ncheon,

11 l '1<.1 ,\II~U'[ 1/\h.ll \\ichh's C;lpr;\111" Table, Speaklllg of [he Mormon mAuencc

ill i he ca d~' 1()rh leIltUf\', Marl S~l ld, "Mormo nisrn St ruck Chautauqua Cou nrv

II~l' ,\ l11ii-:IH\' 11'lnd, flicking \II' reslcklHs :lI1d dcpoming rhem :t11 over [he

''''.I III I", 1\ l'\'i1, dill dw I'r('" ,I[ (he I irill', i\1rlllllonlSm wa ~ described <IS a
Iil,'ll.l,(', :1, Incredible. :IS f.H13lICISIll,

The (neel of ivlormonism here was profound, Hundreds of people were

Inl'olwd. :lnd I[ literalh' [Ore fJllliJles aparr. Many Jefr the (ounry aJrogerher,

r\HII 111i' fi rst ro 1\ in!:l nd, Ohio and [hen to III inois, Mori never rook a pas irian

I '''::i rd Ing roseph \J11 i[h 's conviCtions, [l1sre,ld, he J Ilowed us ro consider the

,I':; l [' 111, "c enrll'l, rlOll' h,1(J 0" the Ilvn of ihL' \:iilHs, .15 rhc:' were c:lllecL

I il< \' \'.c'1l )'l'r', ,llll'd, 51lml ('\'cn killed III IKI, ,1 1";n",l1liIIL!rY nrg:lnIZ;Hlon
,,;lit ,I 1.1(1j] , ,\1111,1 \\,1.\ org;lllIzcd [0 ddellcl rhe 1~\Jrh, bur:1 cholera epidemiC

declmJled [helll "OU\ \Vcjr." Many' wnc iuck\' ro rnurn home with rheir lives,

c\ II I Iltacs [llli,: pi(cc or' rc~e;1 rch W:lS [he h ighllghr of [he af'(ernoon Read ing

'OJ1K\\,hnc rh:l[ ovcr ~oo people :l[rcnded a Ivlorillon religious serV)ce III

\\'csdield in J8,), \'lori didn'[ rhink l[ "':'IS pOSSible, \'(Jere (here even 500
r,'Qdc'llll in [he \ rl.1.\~e rhell' Where II'o\dd (hel' h:1\e sr,l:('d~ Di bF:1I1g furrhcr.

\1(\11 iJ, he h,!d Ihe ,11\,\\"f Hc [t':\~ed i11L' :ludlellCc h, ;\~klt\b rhem wh:l[

thc'\' 11,10llSfH, and I! \\'~)n I long before LOIS Ba rris (;] me up w irh rhe :1 nswe r.

I( was 111(' J)lIbllC execu( ion a f Joseph Damon in MJyvi Ik. eighr III iles sourh

of\\'(srheld, O\'Cf 15.000 people came to rhe counr!, to see if. So [here were

[1kilt\, or' people :lIolind rhe area 10 :I([encl rhe Mormon service, At rh at poi nt

rhe- skies darkened, rhen opened, and a heavy rain bear a loud r:Htoo on rhe

II'] nc1m\'\ ,I) Ir \~ 1'1!1lC< I,
Ir \I'ii':1 1,l<cll1:lril\g pr"Sc'IH,Hlnl1, \IX young ,\!j()i'Jnill1' in ill(' ::J.lIdlellCe le:lrned

"il Illi\,()rLllll p,Hi o! rhelr hLSlOl'V :llld rhe role rh:\[ Ch:lllla\"qUJ COllIH\' played

H! II. The SOClcl\' tIl:inks \'Jr, i"tori [I)r his passion and consickr:Hion.

26 Autumn CCHS luncheon Meeting

The WhIte Inn
52 EilS! Maw Sf, Fredonia

"CEMf.TERI£5: NOT A DEADLY TOPIC"

LUIS Barr!' (Pg, 4, [hiS i5.lud Norm

November

13 Northern Chautauqua Victorian

Society

Barker Library 6- Museum

7 Day St" Fredmlia

Monrhlv meerlng of rhe saciet)',
Open ((J all inreres[ed adu'lrs, 7pm
(,72,211/1 lor 111 formation,

29 Celebrations of the Season

Revisited

Femon History Center
67 V(larhil1gtol1 Sr., jame,rlOllm NY

.A.nI1UJJ Chri'lmas displa)' ~(rcs[Or~d
F~nr()n home. Thrrl 1/6
D~lh'lnall1 (()4 pm, Sun, I -4 pm
(;(j4 '(l25(, f<)r inf<)rmJ[iol1,

December

14 CCHS Christmas Open House

McClurg Museum
Vilfagt' Park JT/ Westflp/d

111:.. llIlll.. 1t',2U';. IILlll\IUll \.Jcu,-

ra(cd for Ihe Iwlldals, (Program
ttl he .1nl1o(l[1(cd ) CII! ,)1(,-21)77 fnr

dcraJis
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Chris Hanks chats with Mrs. Marilyn Norton, a lifelong friend.

TimeLines; The News]ener of [he Chaurauqua Coumy Historical Society

A very special thanks:
Acknowledgingthe outstanding
achiroements ofafriend to the Society

We had [he privilege of repaying a debt

ofgratitude when Chris£Opher Hanks
auended our Summer luncheon in
August. Chris was in town £0 visit his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hanks.
He and his wife now live in Yellow
Knife. NWT, Canada.

In the 1970s Chris was responsible

for designing, building and insralling
the basement displays at the McClurg.

In addition, he cataloged the objects

now on display. As a result, visitors

have a much greater understanding of

domestic life of the county in the late

19th and early 20th centuries.

Hanks was presented with a lifetime

membership to the society for his con­

tributions. On behalfof the members.

officers and trustees of the society. our

most profound thank you, Chris.
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