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COL. MB.r.eoUs Willett

It takes along time fu co~y focus the men and events ofHistory.

But Sufficient time has now elapsed so that th.e bank ofthe Delaw3re, the
. . .'

plains Of Saratoga, the forest glades ofOriskany, grow dear to US With the

lapse ofyears;

they~ be ever viewed as classicgroun~byevery lover ofciVic liberty.

.We know today, after unprejudiced study ofthe War for Independenc:e, thiu

there were onlytwo generals involved. Upon the American side, capable
. .

himdlilig,l~~ bodies oftroops, l:!Dd with them Conducting a campaign to ~
. , ,

successful conclusion.

. They were Goo. George Washingtori and Gen. Nathaniel Green.
o , ',.:' • • _.

The two Genefais who best couJ.4 l~ a forlorn hope, and inspire their

t:n:loPs to heroic deeds were Anthony Wayne and Daniel Morgan.
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The two men, who were the most illustrious [partisan] officers and leaders of

irregular soldiers were Frances Marion ofSouth Carolina. and Marenus

Willett ofour own state ofNew York.

New York has been the strategic point in all wars for the control ofthis

continent.

Unroll a map ofour country and you will readily see that New York, was the

Keystone to the Arch, with which the 13 colonies were held together.

To Col. Marenus Willett is due a large measure ofthe credit ofpreserving

New York to the Patriot cause.

The more than heroic struggle ofHerkimer and his farmer soldiers at

Oriskany, the sortie ofCol. Willett at Ft. Stanwix, which prevented St.

Ledger from sending reinforcements to his weakening forces at Oriskany,

led to the abandonment of the Siege ofSt. Stanwix, and eliminated the right

wing ofBurgoines army from any further participation in that campaign.
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Witil'the retreat of 81. Ledgens' army from the Mohawk Valley, Burgoines

whole scheme ofcampaign CQIlapSedllkea stack ofcardboard, and it lead to

. his ultima~~urrender.

Until his su1'render, no nation would recognize the agents ofthe ContiilentiU

.Congress;

Itoperied the way to the treasury ofF~ce. It started across the ocean; aims,

a.IJ!lD.Unition, and clothing, for.a sadly destitute Continental Army.

. Up<>n the Plaiil ofMarathon Greece, 500 years before the birth ofChrist, 900

Greeks, practically destroyed a Persian Army of60000 men who were

~ving to enslavetheir COWltry, and today the name ofMarathon is familiar

. to nearly every school child in our land.

()ri the ·field ofOriskany, when that heroic band of850 men had shnmk

under the stress ofbattle to 150 men fit for duty, and still unconquered,

.;above the British army from the field, they hardly knew themselves, th8t

.., .• they had won a grea{Victory.
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In the country at large, it was viewed as a woodland skirmish with the, .

Indians.

Thewly histOrians ofthe war; devoted leSS than one page to the battle of

'. Oriskany and Willett sortie at Ft Stanwix. But these two battle~,which .

.should ~ways be treated in unisOn, one with the other, started a train of

.events, that day that only culminated upon the field ofYorktown and when

sufficient time had elapsed, :will be looked upon as the American Manlthon.

Marenus Willett, was born July 21st, 1740 on Long Islaru:4 ofEnglish
. . .

p~rits, His great. grandfather cam frOm England in 1682, and settled in. . . .
. . .,

.Plymouth Colony, near the boUnd!uYofRhodeIsland, and was aninflueritial

man in the Colony..

Edward Willett, the father ofMarenus,was a farmer. SheriffofQu~ns .

County, and lived near Jamaica; and at this homestead Marenus Willett was

born and grew to trianhood:
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'Yhen 18 years ofage he enlisted in a Colomal Regiment for service in the

French ~d Indian War, received a Lieutenant commission. He served under

SirWilliamJohnsen in the attack on Ft. Ticonderoga.

c ' ,'He alsO Served under Gen. Bradstreet in the expedition againSt Ft.

FronteIUlc(?).Of1he officers associated with CoL Willett in this expedition,

who served Wider Gen. Bradstreet, were many who afterward attained high

rilnldil the Continental Army. There were Gtm. Philip Schuyler, Nathaniel
.' . ,

Woodhul, Horatio Gates, Col. Cehar Clinton, Commander at Ft. Herlcimer '

, and his two sOns, Jamie Clinton. a captain 22 years old and his brother

George; then,nineteen years old andaftel'vVards for 25 years, Governor of
"

New York State.

Ft.Frontenac (?) and garrison was capture after a siege ofthree days,and

was the greatest blow, infiltrated on the French in America.

This expedition practically closed the French and Indian war. The colomal

troops were largely disbanded. Willett returning to his home at new York.
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In 1765 Great Britain organized a scheme, that was destined later to cause

her a world oftrouble, an also trouble to a multitude ofthe inhabitants of the

Colonies. She passed a Stamp act with the design offorcing the sale ofsaid

stamp to the American colonist.

The stamp Act did not look good to the people and the more they considered

it, the less they like it and they decided they would have nothing to do with

them, when the young men ofNew York learned that the stamps were

lodged in a fort, garrisoned by British troops they formed an organi7JItion

called the Sons ofLiberty.

The English government little realized that they had been educating a lot of

boys in this country, during her French and Indian war, in the art ofwarfare

and adept pupils, they found themselves to be. For they later administered to

the so called Mother Country, a good sound drubbing.

Marenus Willett, then 25 years old was one ofthe first to join the Sons of

Liberty. With him were Alexander Hamilton, Charles Lamb, Aaron Burr,

George Clinton, and many more, whose names were afterwards to inscribed

high upon a scroll of fame.
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.' OnSwiday,April2.3rd
, 1775, rumors spread the streets ofNew York, ofthe .

. .: . .

conflict betWeen the People and British troops, at Lexington and Concord.

The same'spirit which caused~l Putnam to unhitch histeamin the field;
..

leave plow in furrow, mount his horse, and speed to the scene ofConflict,

also8eemed to animate the Sons ofLiberty, Willett !Wong th~ number. .
\ .

It was his timely action, that prevented the shipmentofarms and

.i '.

- - ':

. \
il.Irn'nUnition from the arsenal in New York to tije British in Boston. By Qrd~r .

. ofCongress was to raise four regiments oftroops. Willett joined the 151

. "

.. Regiment With the rank ofCaptain, and rendered efficient service around. .

New York Until he joined Gen. Montgolliely~s expeditiori to Canada and

.~erved all through that memorable campaign although unsuccessful. Itwasa' .

. great tr8.ining school for theContlneri.tal Army.

( ..

'.. Every officer or soldier, who served through it to the end, could trliIy be

riiitkedail a veteran.
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They faced old, starvation and Superi~rnumbers. They endured hardship,

that could ontype borne by men ofheroic mold.

'.,. UponWillett's return from Canada, he was detaChed at Ft. Stanwix, s~rid. '

, in Corrlmand under Gen. Gansevert. ' '

Hewas largely instrumental in putting the Fort in condition for deferise

before the arriva.l of Gen. St. Ledger, with his besieging army.

. on August 3rd
, 1777, Gen. St. Ledger appeared before Ft.Stanwix with an '. , .

. 'array of 1800 men, about 900 ofwhom were Indians under command off '

Col. Brant.. As soon as the artillery was mounted, demand was sent to the

fort to surrender. Promising mercy if surrendered, extermination ifrefused.

Instead ofthe expected white flag, in token of surrender, there was seen

ralsed above the ramparts ofthe fort, a flag ofstrange device, here~o.totiilly

., unknown to the enemy, or the world.

They endured their hardship for about 10 days when they held a council.
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They told StLedger, no blankets, no samp kettl~;no fire water, no plunder.
. . . . .

We vamoose.
. ",

On the following morning, they leftinab<>dyfor their homes.

.' .~.

..' CoL Willett was detailed with 229 to make a sortie, which he promptly did,

., . ... forcmg the enemy from their. entrenchments, capturing a nuinber of

prison~rs,5 battle flags, all ofSir John JohDsonsprivate jafers, and 21

wagon loadS,ofcamp equipage and supplies, stripping the Indian~p
"..

clean, leaving only their empty tents standing.

" ."

"

Did Washington detach and sen~ some ofthe tried veterans ofMonm()uth,

Germantown and Brandywine? Did he send some ofthe celebrated light
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infantry, drilled by Anthony Wayne, andwho woti theplaudits of the world

in thestonning ofStony Point? No, .hesentnone ofthese; he sent Col.

MareIim Willett.

New York has been the strategic point in all wars for the control ofthjs .

continent.

Unroll a map ofour country and you Will readily see that New York was the

Keystone to the Arch, With which the 13 colonies were held together.

To Col.Marenus Willett is due allirge ~easureofthe credit ofpresetving

New York to the Patriot Cause.

The more than heroic struggle ofHerkimer and his flirmersoldierS at

Oriskany. The sortie ofRed Willett at Ft. Stanwix, which I'revented,St.

Ledger, from sending reinforcement ofthe Siege ofFt. Stanwix, and

eliminated the right wing ofBurgoynesarmy from any farther participation

in that campaign.
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With the retreat ofSt Ledg~ army from theMohawk Valley, Burgoyne's ..:. . . . '. . . .

.whole scheme ofcampaign, collapsed like.a stack ofcardboard and it led to .

.
his ultimate surrender.

Until his surrender, no nation would recognize the agents ofthe Gontillental

Congress.
.. '. '

,It .opened the way to the treasury ofFrance (**) started across the~.

Arms, ammunition and clothing for a sadly destitute Contiiiental Army.

Th.e truly heroic deeds ifmen gain added luster with the lapse ofyean..

Upon tht:Plain ofNathaniel Greene, 500 years before the birth ofChriSt,. . . . . .

9000 Greeks practically destroyed a Persian army of60000 men, who were

'striving to enslave their country~d today the name Marathon is familillf to .

nearly' every school child ofour land.

On the field ofOriskany, when thai heroic band of850 men had shriink
, : ."

under the stress ofbattle to 150 men fit for dutY, and still unconquered by
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The nlJrthwestern comer of'pennsylvania was known as "The Triangle" and

was disputed territory when Gen. livine started his efforts to secure it for
i ".

that state incirder that a good harbor and port on Lake Erie thus be secured.

The original north line ofPerinsylvania began at the comer ofNew Jersey

eStablished in the Delaware River in latitude 41 deg 40 min (since,found to
,.

. be in latitude 41 deg. 20 min.) and ran up the Delaware to lati.tude 42deg.,

. . tb.-en~ west to Lake Erie. Oil survey this line was found to strike the lake

.near the present Ohio line, a little east ofConneaut, 0., Samuel Holland for

, NeW York andDavid RittenhoUse for Pennsylvania were appointed to run

this line, NQv. 8, 1774, but the Revolutionary was prevented any work beiiig

done. in i785 and 1786 the line wasl1ID,the survey was certified Oct 12,

1786, byJames:Clinton and Simeon Dewitt for New York and Andrew

Ellicott for Pennsylvania. They finished the first ninety miles, to the west

. side ofthe south branch of'Tioga nver, in 1786, marking every mile with a

stone or other monument.

'Their axmen cut a path through the woods from 33.to 49 feet wide, and it

took the whole season to get over the 90 fuiles.
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The transit they used was one bought in London in 1760 by Benjamin

Franklin, and it was also used in running Mason and Dixon's line, the south

boundary ofPennsylvania. It weighed. with its accompanying drafting

tables, over halfa ton! It is now in the stilte library at Harrisburg.
. ,',

" .'

.' "In 1787 Andrew Ellicott and Andrew Porter for Pennsylvania, and

Abraham Hardenburgh and William W. Morris forNew York, rim the

re~der ofthe line,finishing in October at lJike Erie. The survey along

the south line ofChautauqua County was made in August and September.

, . .

AnastroDomicalstation was established in Kiantone, and it was found that ';'
:'1'

they were 2000 feet tram the 42nd degree line. Corrections were made:l1S far.
",

.. eaSt as the error was found, and a monument was placed on 42 deg.In ~e'

. 'south line ofKiantOne. The rest ofthe line was then surveyed without

. difficulty.

While at Kiailtone Mr. Hardenburghdrew a map ofthe region, on which the .
,'\,.

configuration ofChautauqua Lake is quite correctly delineated; on that:Diap,

the old French road from Lake Ene to Chautauqua is marked as "an old .

3
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. ".

wag~ road m8de by the French;'\ adjusted, and found 50 contain 267,187

acres;

"The good-;natured way in which the kings ofEngland granted lands in

NorthAmeri~atofavorites was the cause ofserious conflicts in the. early

.settlement ofWestem New York and PennsylVania. King Charles in 1628

granted acharter to the Massachusetts Bay Company, covering all tIl~ lan9

between 1 miles south ofthe Charles river and 3 miles north ofthe

Merrimac, westward to the Pacific 6cean.

,

-NewEn~dwas pted to the Plymouth Colony by James I, and gave part

ofth~ir.grant to the Massachusetts Bay Company. New York was granted by

Charles nio the Duke ofYork and Albany, arid he also gave New JerseY to .

Berkeley and Carteret. The New York charter extended ~orth to Caj,~da, but

the west bOunds were not stated.

Massachus.etts got another cl1arter in 1691 from William and Mary: With th~

~c~on ofthe New York grant, all charters exteridect to the Pacific. So'

MaSsachllsetts arid New Yorkboth (:laimed the Triangle.

4
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William :Penn's grant from Charles n, in 1682, covered all the west end of

PennsYlvania from the ''Tiadaghton'' creek, a previous patent covering the

eastempart of the state. Penn promptly setabout extinguishing the Indian.

titles to the larid, and he wrote a letter, June 23, 1682, to the "EmPeror of

;Clmada", asking for a conference; At FortStanwix. N.Y., (now R9Ille), a

treatYwas finally reached, covering all the northwestern part of .

P~lvania, in 1784, and five years later, at Fort Harmar,at the m()uth of

. the Mfu;kigum; another treatyw~ made covering all the land nortbofthe

Alleghany and west ofthe Conewango.

. the line ran up the Conewango to Chautauqua lake, thence up the middle of

the Jake over to Lake Erie. The Indian chiefwho made the bargain reserved
. ..

all tlle fish in his halfof Chautauqua lake!. The Indians were paidS4000 in

. money and $1000 more in goods.

Cornplimter's speech is given: in the "History ofthe Region ofPennsylvania..

.. north ofthe Ohio river an.d west ofthe Alleghany" by Hon. Daniel Agnew,

.LLD. ChiefJustice ofPennsylvania, 1887.
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By 1791 New York, Massachusetts, the HollandLand Company and the Six

.Nations had their land claims adjusted. Robert Morris had bought all west of

Sen~Lake, and the Holland Land Company all the rest to the Niagara

Mile Strip; and when Pennsylvania put the Triangle into the market, also

bought considerable areas in that section.

. To assist in the war ofthe Revolution. or rather in paying back wages to the,

soldiers in that war, New York ceded her claim to any lands west ofthe

.. presentbounds ofthe state March I, 1781; Virginia in March 1784; .

MasSachusetts; April 19, 1185, and Connecticut Sept 13, 1786. May 30,

'1800, the Western Reserve was ceded by Connecticut. The east line ofthe

Triangle was run by Andrew Ellicott, beginning in January, 1790,I'Uli:ning .

dur south frorD.'the weSt end ofLake Ontarioto the parallel of42 deg. North

latitude. He ran till he reached Lake Erie; then took a "set-off' to the

. Niagara river, thence south until he could set back without getting into the

lake.

By astronomical observation he found the desired meridian, and ran thenc~

soUth to the Pennsylvania line. He set a monument on the lakeshore;

properly engraved, but the wearing away ofthe banks ofthe lake was likely

6
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to wash away the monument, and so the legislature ofNewYork enacted a

law providingfor placing a new monument This'Yas set back 440 feet from

.. the Lake and was engraved on it the latitUde,.42 deg. 15 min. 50.9" aIld

longitude 79 deg. 45 niin. 54.4 ~ compass variation of2 deg. 35 min. This

new monument \Vas set in 1869, The work was dorte1under the supervision

ofthe Board ofRegents ofNew York. Aniongthe commissioners erecting

th~ new monumentwas Gov. George W. Patterson, ofWestfield.

7
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iias~ronolD!c~.,',s:~t~~ ,w~s, e~ta~ll1'~ "Ki~t()ne, and" it was'" found

that they were, 2000 re~~ ,f~~~. the ,~~i~~~, 9~rrec~ions ~e~e made as
. '. . . :.. . -. ,' .. :

far-east as the error was found, anda'monument placed on 42 in the.' .' . -. . . .' .' '" ..

'-south line of K1antone. The rest of' the 'line was then surVeyed
. .-' .- ..- .... ". .'-..... - '", '. .. .',

without diffioulty. 1rhl~e at ~iantone Mto. Haz:~~b.:re', drew a map of
" .' 1.-\· ,. •

the region, on which the, configuration of ,Chautiwqua 'Lak~ is qui te

correctly delineated. on that map the' old 'French road f'rolll Lake, ~:l;lii:

to Chautauqua is marked as 'II a7:t old wagon road made by the Preli~)':=: "
.-.1, .

~':::~i""':'; .The Triangle was surveyed after all oonf'l1oting claims had been
. " .

the kings ?f England grant~d'"'. . ~' .

,
i'
i

" .

~d,usted, and found to contain 20~167aores.

rr ' , '
The good-natured way in which

lands in North America to favorites was 'the cause of serious oonfiio~8"

I

I
I­,

, , ,

'in the early, settlement of Western New York and Pennsylvania. King

charles in 1626 granted a- ~harter to thB'Massa.ohus~ttsBay 'ComPanY, "
~ . . .,..... . ,',-';. ," ." '4(_. 'l:~ .,...

" '~'o'Vilring' an the 'iandbetweetr-3'iir11e8"so~th,:'otthe ch8.riesll:tyeranc!

3 ml1~s !,!orth otthe Merto1maO'j westward 't9. the' Paoific ocean,; New: ~.'-'-'

Englaz1d was granted to the Plymouth Colony by James I, and gave part J

of their grant to the Massachusetts BayCompaIlY.' New York was,' BJ:'anted ' 'j
" '~. ..' ~ '. :" . '\, .

by Charles :r:r to the Duke of York and ':Ubany, and he also gave New'
Carteret

Jers"y, to, Berke'ley ¥1d ~iA! I!:; e' ~ The New York oharter extended 'no~th

to Canada, but the west bounds were not stated.' Massaohusetts Bot.. " ". ...., . .. .

another charter in 1691 from William and Mary. With the exception

of' the New York grant, all charters extended to the Pacifio. SO. - , .. . .' . .

MassacJiusetts and New Yo~k both o1&1med the Triangl". Wll118J1l Penn's

grant from Charles ~ in 1662, covered all the west end of'Pennsylvania
- . , .~- ... .; .....

, .. '
i ... ......... '",.~.... ',-"

.~', ,_.'

from the "lriadaghton" creek; a'pr~vious p'atent:, covering :the ea~em,-:o(:, "
.... .•• , . , ..:' .,l' •

part 'Of the state. Penn p~mptiy set about ,eXt1~1~ing,the ~d1~?~"~i

t1 tIes to the le:nd, and he 'wr~te a letter~ J~e 23,"~~~2" to the' .:;'" '
.',. . ,.. - .

i.. • ,"' _. "
..:' .~

I,
I

L ,
. .' . .
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~
•

r \.:. ..- '.... . r ....
3 " " " -~ -' ,"Lr-.

_\. - ...... _.. ~: _.-...:.... _...... , ..'. ... "'., -:---. _.~
. . .• , I ~11 i.' ;;

!i6nperC?r o:f'Cana:da.~" aSk!ng_f'or. a co~e~et:1ge~~ ~t~d~fJ~j~~i.X'; N. Y.,
{now Rom~ " a ~rea.tywas :f'1.l1al~y,rE!aoh~~, .. ~overil'lg"ali.~;.;.iPC?rthwestern

, . : -.. ~ ..;'t-::. . i.'

part of' Pennsylvlplia, in 1784, and five years later, at Port-Rarmar,

at the mouth of the 'Muskingum~ another ·treaty was made oovering all

the land north of the Jll;I.eghany. and west 6ft the Con4Wango. The line

ran up the Conewango to Chautauqua ]iake,' thence up the middle of the' ' '.;'1

lake and over to Lake E:rie. The Indian 'chief' who ma~e the ~argain

reserved all the fish in his half of Chautauqua lake: The Indians
". ~~. '. ", - .

r: ,,> were paid t.;t>OQ in mone~·~~d.lOOOmore in gOodS;\. cornpf~t.e~~(:·;
~ ~. . ..\' : '.'

.•.;:speeoh is given in the ~History of the Region of Pennsylvania no~·":··_. .' - .-.......
of the Ohio river and ,wes.t.of' the Allegh~" by Hon. ~el ~~.LL·~D~
Ohief' justioe of Pennsylvania, l887.~~y 1791 New York, Massaohusetts, '.1

, - " . ,
,-:;'

the Holland Land Comp~y and .t~8 Six Na,t~ons had their, larid o~8ims
. . - . -

adj~st.::,~. . Rob,ert Morris had bought all west. Of Seneoa Iakei' and the
;~~~'"~., :~~~,L. ~,' .. r-,;,'::"" . '. _ . ._......... .

Holland'''L.and Company all the rest tcf'the Niagara Mlle~Strip~ and Wherf
•••• • - J.... . ....

Pennsylvania put the Triangle into the market, also bought considerable.

area~ in that seotion. TO.~S~ist in. the war of· the Etevoluti~, or ,j
rather in payirigJback wages to the ~oldiers'in that w:ar. New york·oedeil.i

. .. .". ~ -
. n=~:~'\,' ~... '. . . ',. -'. ~'.

her olaim to"':aliY lands we~!;Gf' the .present. bounds of' the state Mareh' ~,; ;
. ~ .

,_,•..• ~78~; Virginia in March 1784; Massaohusetts r.pril 19, 1785, and Conn~o~:

. ':- . ".

:
t'icut Sept. 13" 1786. May 30, 1800" the Western Reserve was ceded b~. : j'

Connecticut. The east line of' the T~1angle was run by Andrew Ellicott,.., .
beginning in January. 1790, ru.nn'i~ due B~U~ from the west end ~ ,'. 1

Lake Ontario to the parallel of 4~North Latitude. He ran till he 'I

reached Lake Erie; then took a "set-off" to the Niagara. river; thence. . . .,;. .
-~ ...~. . ..". ".

sou~ until he eould Bet back without getting into thEl:..~. ~~as~~;:, <:
" . l·,;·r~:ifr...:f:r,,-.· . -..':- .. .' 7..

:~~:lp:::::::'::n:~un:e::t.d:S~::::i::~e:::.:7;~~;:y.
engraved~"bU: the wearing away of' theba.i1k~;~l the lake wa~.:;~~~i.t~:'i:'"

. .;- ·.i r 1". '. • ~. ~
• ; . • • I' .



.;- - ~ ._" __ .-J ,y~. . ..
'. ~~ ':,~' ~.

of Hew York· enacted

a law provld!~ for pla~lng a new m~muJl~nt;.Th~13, wat:; set b~~k 440 'feet'

from the ,lake and has engraved on it the lat1tuc'l~":-42"15' 50.'g":"-and
.... ", .. ~. ,".'" .', ':' .. '. -' ..).{:.,~.,.,... .

10ng1tUde--~~ ~~' 54. 4" -:-:co~~~~ .v!lor;l~~i~n.. f ~5 ' .' ., Thl s: n~w mOllll1Jlent­

was set in 1869. The work was,'dbne under superviSion·.of the Board, of

,Regents ~f N~WY~rk. Among the commi~~ioner~ erecti~'the tiew;'m~nu-

,1
i
,I

I

~~ ,- .
. '"
, .

.. . .. .
from'entering uPbn the lands·... w~ailts e~r

" . ,
. " .' ' .~.' .. '.

offered to settl,ers who wo.~~,cle·ar and ~lant-,
troubles kept 8et~lers

400 acres or less were
~~ ..

ment was Gov. 8~orge W. Patterson, of Westfleld~
.lA, , .' . . .' 'I.i : '. , . .

After Gen. Irvine's successlngetting the Triangle for. . . . ..'.' '. . .-..
Pennsyivan1a,~thebargain was close-d'b'7 the E!tate paying the general.
. . " .... ~'.: ~--;':;_' -., " . '": '. ,: '.. -.. ",

goverronent $115\640, sept. 4, 1788. ~~',lands in tho ':J:'rial)gle mire

, then putint6 the market a.s fast as they were surv~f~d,:'b~t'the Indian I
I

1
1
i

two acres evert"year for f'iveyea~s, on each 100 acres take~ up,' and

./ ~ dwelling 'bunt a~d occupied, but ""'he danger o-r-i~~ngth~i; ~0~~~---1
:' .' . ; ..;:' ',' .

kept settlers away , and onlf here ~d1lhe!e was a '01earing i1iade:. '. At

Er}.e~and wa~erford. on th~ ~ld.1i'~eno'hroa~, and a~' ~olt's station,'. , .....

were the only ones of note. The majority of warrants issued went to
, , ,

state officials,' who had selected what they thought wel'& the bei.~.
,.

f'

l,
l
I
1

i
I
1

I

I,
I
!
I

~ ,.
I
I
I

The state set 9ff a strip. eight
to

the bay and islan'd'at Erie .... the
~ ,

I 100 aores on the

miles long. and .3 mil~s wide, inClUding'_., ,

general government. afterwards giving
( . . .

Point" and 6Q acreS at the shore en~, 1n place ot the
.........:

long strip; also a few acres where the light-house was to stand, and

, j
-,

J

I

i
.' !

six per cent being allowed for roads and highwayS~) :: ,::~~. j
,. . ..'..' , , ."'~' -.. ,I

. tl The first roll,d mad~ :in' the 1'ri~~,e,wa.s'~ "lEong the ol~ ~~1':;>1

portage, but was ,full ot s~s at:\~ rooks, and in some plaoes was',: ,,:, 'i
~'. ',; ... i

-'"' ",4-" - J.. ' _. ~ ~ _ ,'---_-, '"",'"- --'-"' .:..• .f>J:

the fort and its buildings. Sett1er.s began to come into Erie, and it.

was quite a rendezvous for shipping engaged in the coasting trade.
- -~ .

, , , . ~.

The price of lands outside of Erie was fixed at ~ 7 lq ~er 100 aores,
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ten rods wide, ,all welicut up.by ruts. The ne~roadwas
.. '. ':. ~.. . ~ " ",7~· _ .. - .' .. , ..

m'&de from the mouth of the 16 mile creek to Colt'D Station, where.- .. " ... ... : ',' . . ~. ~ ,. " .-- - . .... -, .

Col. Colt had' a large clearing.
•

This was m~de in 1797. This road,
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Meet~ in Erie were held in a

The first Fourth of,· .July celebration in' 'the

Reed,

eighteen miles 'of road west of Buffa!o,in October, 1805. Th'e first;

~ite child ~o~ in the Triangle was· w~~i'1~ W· Reed, son :6~:·J~~ui.:-. . . . ,..-,

Erie.

a merchant in Ashtabula, 0., but moved t~ .Erie, some ye'ars ber-orehe

die.d, sept. 9,.- 1851 ~

vacant !"oom on the corner of' French and Fifth stre!'lts; The first
h ' '
curch building. was at Colt's Station. in the deep woOds; and it :lis

" <-

related that an :i. tinerant minister who had been engaged to preach on·a .

Triangle was July 4,1797.' Col. Colt stated that the land company of,

which he was then agent entertained about ?5 people Withtgood far~'
and sundry toasts suitable to tneoccasion.~ The earliest churches

were at Northeast and Fairview.
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and the one from Erie to_Wa~erfor~, ~a~_k~pt c\lt up ):>y the wagcms '

loaded with Syracuse salt, ~hich came ~;Y ~ay of Niagara to: Erie, andj

.thence was distributed all.over the Ohi.~ va,·lley. .t Erie; every Sa~ 1
.' 'I. . , '. ~

urday afternoon up to 1810, every man had to .go ou~ and drg st~~ .

, out or the streets. And after every bacchanalian revel citizens who;

L" . 'were.:'overeome1had to dig three'stumps each. The ordinance reqUii1.ng ~li
F this was not repealed until June, 1846•. The Connecticut.,.B"6mp.a!'W bW:l~ ,

~
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and grandson of Col.' Seth Reed,:, one of, the firstset.tI-ers::.iii··!. j

The child was bO~Febfuary ~O~·:I;~7. He was' for a long.'~Une· . J

.j
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",

and.his·waiting congregation.

certain Sunday wandered all day in the woo1!s unable' to find the. Church 1
....... j

Ii Such is the history of the' aoq,uis1 tion and settlement of the

famous "Triangle." Disputed territory,.it ha.s passed from 'sta~ 1!~
..

,_•••.~_ •• • •.o •. _._.",-_ -_.

stat~ without the bloodshed, wrangl1hg; .bitter, strife

"
~~ " ~ .·;·'u' ;;.-,,--»~_ •.1-._.:-_1",. ..__......
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,:: ,~. ;Y~l1d_bet\Vee~;.~~~?'!,:~~. tJ~r,m~~~.t:~~~~l:~' al?ClUi.~~Hq~.l;lY . .r,~~~:.~~~~
i. "leaves behind no'bitter' memories' t6· rankle "in resentf'i1i.b~aSts(and.

f:::··.:s~e8t ~et~i;~~f.~>~~:~~;~~i~:S;,~J~~;:~~.~;:".". ". "':~:,'~~' "
~' "riegot~atio~;: ~~no~Bs~o~ ~d~U;~h~~e":.ha:"e,aco~~ii 6~~i-n :times
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