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COL. Marenus Willett

- It takes é.lon‘g time to con'ectljr focus fhe-men and events of History. |
" But 'sﬁfﬁéient time has now elapsed so that the-bankpf the Délaware, the.
plaiﬁs-()f S‘arétogé, the forest ?glades of Oriskany, grow dear to us w1th the

iépse of years.
" They will be ever viewed as-élassic\ ground by every lover of civic liberty.

‘We know today, after unprejudiced study of the War for Independénég, that -
thete were only two generals involved. Upon the ‘American side, ﬁpé._bl_e
handling, large bo&ies of troops, ahd w1th them ¢onducting a campaign to a

successfiil conclusion.

. They were Gen. George Washington and Gen. Nathaniel Green,
The two Generals who best could lead a forlom hope, and inspire their

. troopsto hem.ic deeds were Anthony Wayne and Daniel Morgan.




The two men, who were the most illustrious [partisan] officers and leaders of
irregular soldiers were Frances Marion of South Carolina, and Marenus

Willett of our own state of New York.

New York has been the strategic point in all wars for the control of this

continent.

Unroll a map of our country and you will readily see that New York, was the
Keystone to the Arch, with which the 13 colonies were held together.
To Col. Marenus Willett is due a large measure of the credit of preserving

New York to the Patriot cause.

The more than heroic struggle of Herkimer and his farmer soldiers at
Oriskany, the sortie of Col. Willett at Ft. Stanwix, which prevented St.
Ledger from sending reinforcements to his weakening forces at Oriskany,
led to the abandonment of the Siege of St. Stanwix, and eliminated the right

wing of Burgoines army from any further participation in that campaign.



With the retreat of St. Ledgens’ army from the Mohawk Valley, Burgoines
whole schemg of campaign le'l_apsied*l'i'ké_;i stack of cardboard, and it lead to

- his ultimate-surrender.

Until ‘his sﬁxfrender, no nation would recognize the agents of the Contmental “

-Congress.

: "It'opeﬁec.i the way to the treasury of France. It started across the oOCéan; armis,

) aJnmﬁnition, and clothing, for a sédly destitute Cdntinenta’l Army.

- Upon the Plain of Marathon Greece, 500 years before the birth of Christ, 900
Greeks, ﬁractica.lly destroyed a Persian'Army of 60000 men who were
.~ striving to eﬁSlave"meir country, and today the name of Marathon is familiar

to hearly"every school child in our land.

O the field of Oriskany, when that heroic band of 850 men had shrunk
Aunder,the" su‘éss of battle to 150 men fit for duty, and still l.mconquere"d; '
g above the British army from the field, they hardly knew themselves, that

| .,:_‘. they had won a great victory.




In the country at large, it was viewed as a woodland skmmsh with the

Indians.

'Tl.'le‘ early historians of the war,‘ dévqwd lessthan one page to the baitle of
- Oriskany and Willett sortie at Ft. Stanwix. Bﬁt these two battles, which -

‘should glv;ays be treated in unison, one with the othe, started a train of

‘events, that day that qnly culminated upon thg‘ field of Yorktown and when

sufficient time had elapsed, will be looked upon as the American Marathon

Marenus Willett, was born July 21, 1740 on Long Island, of English
parerits. His great grandfather cam from England in 1682, and settled in
' ,Plymou!f._h Colony, near the boundary of Rhode Island, and was anmﬂuetrual |

fnan in the Colony.

Edward Willett, the father of Marenus, was a farmer. Sheriff of Queens . . -
County, and ﬁve_d near Jamaica; and at this homestead Marenus Willett was

born and grew to manhood.




_Whén 18 years of age he énlisted in a ‘_Colo'niaI' Regiment for service in the
" French and Indian War, received a Lieuténant comr_hi$s_ion‘. He served under

Sir William Johnsen in the attack on Ft. Ticonderoga.

. -Healso served under Gen. Bradstrest in the expedition against Ft.
Frontenac(?). Of the officers associated with Col. Willett in this cxpe_di'tipn, .
who served under Gen Bfadsn'eet, were @y who afterward aItamed hlgh |

- rankin the-'Conﬁnental Army flhere were Gen. Philip Schuyler, Nathaniel
| ‘Woodhul, Horatio Gates, Col. Cehar Clinton, Commander at Ft. Herkimer
N | “dnd his two sons, Jamie Clinton, a captain 22 years old and hiébrbthef
Gfeorge," thennmeteen years old.and:aﬂerwafds for 25 years, GO'VérIllOI: of

‘New York State.

Ft. Frontenac (?) and garrison was capture after a siege of three da&s-,;and

was the greatest blow, infiltrated on the French in America.

 This expedition practically closed the French and Indian war. The colonial

troops were largely disbanded. Willett returning to his home at new York.




In 1765 Great Britain organized a scheme, that was destined later to cause
her a world of trouble, an also trouble to a multitude of the inhabitants of the
Colonies. She passed a Stamp act with the design of forcing the sale of said

stamp to the American colonist.

The stamp Act did not look good to the people and the more they considered
it, the less they like it and they decided they would have nothing to do with
them, when the young men of New York learned that the stamps were
lodged in a fort, garrisoned by British troops they formed an organization

called the Sons of Liberty.

The English government little realized that they had been educating a lot of
boys in this country, during her French and Indian war, in the art of warfare
and adept pupils, they found themselves to be. For they later administered to

the so called Mother Country, a good sound drubbing.

Marenus Willett, then 25 years old was one of the first to join the Sons of

Liberty. With him were Alexander Hamilton, Charles Lamb, Aaron Burr,
George Clinton, and many more, whose names were afterwards to inscribed

high upon a scroll of fame.




On Sunday, Apnl 23rd 1775 rumors spread the streets of New York, of the

-conﬂlct between the People and British troops, at Lexmgton and Concord

'I'he same- spirit which caused Israel Putnam to unhitch his team m the ﬁ‘eld‘,-'
 leave plow in furrow, mount his horse, and speed to the scene of conflict,

. also seemed to animate the Sons of Liberty, Willett among the number. -

- Itwas hJS tim'ely' action, that prevehted the stﬁpruent'of arms and
- ammunition ﬁ‘om the arsenal in New York to the British in Boston. By order' ‘
_of Congress was to raise four regiments of troops. Willett joined the 1

. R’eglmeut'\mth the rank of Captam, and rendered efficient serwce around
uew chrklunﬁl he joined Geri. .Moht‘gon'ie'ry ’s e'xpedition' to Canada ‘a'n&
o -' served all through that memorable campalgn although unsuccessful. It was' a! E

‘ great tralmng school for the Contmental Army

. Every oﬂicer or soldier, who- served through 1t to the end, could truly be

rankedasaveteran




They faced old, starvation andsupenor numbers. They endured hardship;

that could only be borne by men of jheroic‘-l._n.old.

. .Upon Willett’s return from Canada, hie was detached at Ft. Stanwix, second .~~~

. m command under Gen. Gansevert.

He was largely instrumental in 'putt'ing the Fort in condition for defense o

* before theamval of Gen. St;_ Ledger, with his besieging army.

- On August 3%, 1777, Gen. St. Ledger appeared before Ft. Stanw1xw1than
array of 1_800 men, abouf 900 of wimm were Indians under command oﬁ' |
Col. Brant. As soon as the artillery was moimted', demand wes sent to fhe.
| fort to surrender. ProrniSigg mercy if surrendered, extermination if refused. B | jl '
| Instead of the expected white flag, in token of surrender, there was seen
| t._ | réised;.-abdve'.the ramparts of the fort, a flag of strange device, herego .'fbthlly

unknown te' the enemy, or the world.

They endured their hardship for about 10 days when they held a council.




Y
They told St.-Ledger, no blankets_, no camp kettles, no fire water, no plunder. |

We vamoose.

B | On the following morning, they leﬁ'ina_bédy_ for their homes.

: Col. Willett was detailed with 229 to make a sortie, which he promptly did,
| . ‘- forcing the eqem’y from their entrenchments, capturmg a numb;r of
prisoners, 5 battle flags, all of Sir John Johﬁgons private jafers, and 21
| . '}Vég'('m -Ioadl‘s_g pf camp equipage and supplies, Sﬁbping the Indian camp

" clean, leaving only their empty tents standing.

Did Washington detach and send some of the tried veterans of Monmouth,

‘ 'Gé;mantbwn and Brandywine? Did he séﬁd-soﬁie of the celébratgd light
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infantry, drilled by Anthony Wayne, and who won the plaudits of the world
in the storming of Siony Point? No, heé sent none of these; he sent Col.

Maresiur Willett.

New York has been thé strategic p_oi_nt in all wars for the control of this

continent.

Unroll a map of our country and you will readllysee that New York was the

- Keystone to the Arch, with which the 13 colonies were held together.

o Col. Marenus Willett is due & large measure of the credit of presetving

New York to the Patriot Cause.

The more manhef;sic struggle ofHerldmer and his farmer- soldiers at
 Oriskany. The sortie of Red Willett at Ft. Stanwix, which bréventéd; st
Lédger, from sendmg reinforcement of the Siege of Ft. Stanwix, and.

. eliminated thé right wing of Burgoynes ém:ty from any I'farther paﬁicipation |

in that campaign.
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. ‘With the retreat of St. Ledgers army ﬁom tl;éfMohawk Valley, Burgoyne'’s. o
‘whole sqhetﬁe of campaign, collapsed likea stack of cardboard and it led to

his ultimate surrender.

Until his Surrender, no nation would recogniz.e_ihe agents bf fhe Contmental

_ Congress.

It opened the way to the treasury of France (**) started acréss the ocean.

~ Arms, ammunition and clothing for a sadly deétitute Contiﬁental Army o
' The truly heroic deeds if men gain added luster with the lapse of years. = .
Upon the Plain of Nathaniel Greene, 500 years before the birth of Christ, -
9000 Greeks practically destroyed a Persian army of 60000 men, Who-wéfe |
| “striving to enslave their counﬂy-énd today the name Marathon is familiar to |
' nearly every school child of our land.
-On the field of Oriskany, when that heroic band of 850 men had shrunk

" under the stress of battle to 150 men fit for duty, and still unconquered by
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The n;;rthwéstern corner of ?éhnsylvania was known as “The Triangle” and
) w);vas disputed tc;.rritory when Gen Irvine started his efforts to secure it for
that state 1n order that a good harbor and poﬁ on Lake Erie thus be secured
The ongmal north hne of Pennsylvama began at the comer of New Jersey
established in the Delaware River in latitude 41 deg 40 min (since found to
. be'in latitude 41 deg. 20 min.) and ran up the Delévéaré to laﬁmde 42 deg.,
. . thenoe west to Lake Erie. ()_nlsurve'y this ‘Iine was found to strike the lake
‘near thé present Ohio line, a little east of Conneaut, O., Samuel Holland fqr'-
" New York and David Rittenhcuse for Pennsylvania were appointed to run
thlS line, Nov. 8, 1774, but the Revdluti(;nary was prevented any Work being
' _done In 1785 and 1786 the line was run, the survey was certlﬁed Oct. 12;
| 1786, by James Clinton and Slmeon Dewitt for New York and Andrew
| Elllqott for Pennsylvama. They finished the first mnety'mlles, to the west—
- sidé of the south branch of Tioga river, in 1786, marking every m11ew1th a |

stone or other monumerit.

B "I'helraxmencutapaththroughthewoodsﬁ'om33to49feetw1de,and1t |

took the whole season to get over the 90 miles.




a The transit they used was one bought in London in 1760 by Benjamin

- Franklin, and it was also used in running Mason and Dixon’s line, the south

boundary of Pennsylvania. It welghed, with its accompanymg draﬂmg

tables over half a ton! It is now in the state llbrary at Harrisburg.

. “In 1787 Andrew Ellicott and Andrew Porter for Pennsylvania, and

. Abraham Ha.rdenburgh and William W. Morris for New York, ran the

.rema_mder of the line, Aﬁmshmg in QOctober at Lake Erie. The survey along

the south line of Chautauqua County was made in August and September

. -@.mqhewcd--mﬁon was established in Kiantone, and it was found that -

they were 2000 feet from the 42 degree line. Corrections were made as far

'-east as the error was found, anda rnonument was placed on 42 deg. In the

o '.south lme of Kiantone. The rest of the line was then surveyed w1thout

’ diﬁiculty.

Whlle at Klantone Mr. Hardenburgh drew a map of the region, on whlch the
conﬁguratlon of Chautauqua Lake is qulte correctly delineated. On that map

 theold French road from Lake Ene to Chdirtauqua is marked as “an old |
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: wagon road made by the Freneh.’;-,‘ adjusted, and found 50 contain 207,187

' . acres.

 “The g®d7W way in which the kings of England grantedlands in
Norm,dmeﬁea_to favorites was the cause of serious conflicts in the early
| settlementof Western New York and PennsyIVania. King Chatle_s m 1628

: granted a charter to the Massachusetts Bay Company, covering all the land
between 3 miles south of the Charles river and 3 miles north of the

Memmae, westward.to the Pamﬁc ocean.

: _New England was granted to the Plymouth Colony by James |, and gave part |
of thelr grant to the Massachusetts Bay Company New York was granted by |
Charles 11 to the Duke of York and Albany, and he also gave New Jersey to
Berkeley and Carteret. The New York charter extended north to Canada, but

'the west boundswere not stated.

Massachusetts got another charter in 1691 from William and Mary Wlth the |

exceptlon of the New York grant, all charters extended to the Paclﬁc So .

Massachusetts and New York both clanned the Triangle.




William Penn s grant ﬁ'om Charles I, in 1682 covered all the west end of
Pennsylvama ﬁ'om the “Tladaghton creek, a prevmus patent covering the

Qastem‘ part of the state. Penn pro’mptly set‘about extinguishing the Indian

titles to the land, and he wrote a letter, Jl'une 23, 1682, to the “Emperor of '

- Canada”, asking for a conférence: At Fort Stanwix, N.Y., (now Rome), a
treatywas finally reached, covering all the northwestern part of .

_ ‘Pennsylvama, in 1784, and five years later at Fort Harmar, at the mouth of

‘ _the Muslqgum, another treaty was made covering all the land north ofthe

Allegha.ny and west of the Conewango.

 The line ran up the Conewango to Chautauqua lake, thence up the middle of

the lake over to Lake Erie. The Indian chief who made the bargam reserved
all the fish in his half of Chautauqua lake! The Indians were paid $4000in

. :an_r_ey; and $1000 more in goods.

| | Cbtnpléﬁter?é-,,spee'ch is giveii‘ in the “Histbr'y-of the Region of Pennsylvqnia
" north of the Ohio river and west of the Alleghany” by Hon. Daniel Agnew,

'LL.D. Chief Justice ofpemsylvéma, 1887.



By 1791 Nevs} York, Massachusetts, the Holland Land Company and the Slx
Nations had ﬁieir land claims adjusted. Robert Morris had bought all west of
Serieca \La‘ke,_ and the Holland Land Company all the rest to the Niagara
R ‘Mile Strip, and When Pennsylvania put the Triangle into the market, also

bought considerable areas in that section.

_ Tq assist in the war of the Revolﬁtion, or rather in paying back wages tothe

: soldi’ers in that war, New York ceded her claim to any Ian'ds west of the

) present bounds of the state March l 1781; Virginia in March 1784;
Massachusetts April 19, 1785, and Connectlcut Sept. 13, 1786 May 30,

| '1800, ths Western Reserve was céded by Connecticut. The east line of the -
Triangle was run by Andrew Ellicott, beginning in January, 1790, running .
dur soﬁth’ from the west end of Lake Ontario to the parallel of 42 deg. Noﬂil
.l_atit.ude. He ran till he reached Lake Erie; then took a “set-off” to the

" Niagara river; thence south until he could set back Qithoﬁt geﬁjng into the

lake.

5 By astusomical observation he found the desired meridian, and ran thence | |
souith to the Pennsylvania line. He set a monument on the lakeshore;

properly engraved, but the wearing away of the banks of the lake was likely




to wash away the moﬁument, and 50 the legishqm éf New'York enacted a’
law providing for placmg a ne\;_v.monume'nt. This was set back 440 feet from
. - the Lake and was engraved on it -the latit_ude, 42 deg. 15 min. 50.9” and
'lc-:mg_itudg 79 deg. 45 min. 544“ compass variation of 2 deg. 35 min. This
new monument was set in 1869, The work was done]under the superv'isiﬁn "
of the Boa}d of Rég"éﬁt’s of New York. Among the cémmissione'r's erecting: -

the neiw monument was Gov. George W. Patterson, of Westfield.
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A astronomical 'station was establi zﬁh d in Kiantone, and it was’ found
that they were 2000 feet from the 445l1ne.. corrections were made as

far-east as the error was found, and a monnment placed on-42 in the

south liﬁe of Kiantone. The rest of the'line was then surveyed - ;?
without difficulty. Hhile at Kiantone Mr. Harq%?burgh drew a map of
the region, on which the configuretion of Chautauqua Lake is quite - ]
correctly delineated. On that map the’ eld French road from Lekehgrregg

E

to’Chautauqua is marked as "aﬁield wagon road made by the Prench.” -
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The Trisngle was surveyed after all conflicting claims had been
'adjusted and found to contain 207187 acres.

“The good&netured wey in which the kings of England granted
lands in North America to favorites was ‘the cause of serious cdnfliots ;

'in the early settlement of Western New York and Pennsylvania. King

Charles in 1628 granted a'charter to the Massaehnaetts Bay Gompany, ,
Ch .;ru-u---ﬁ:’

) vering 21l the land between K] miles south ‘of the Gharles eiver and

'3 mnes north of ‘the Merrimac', westward to the Pacific ocea.n. New
Englanid was granted to the Plymouth Colony by James I, end gave part
of the1r grant to the Massachusetts Bay company New York was granted

'by Charles I to the Duke or York and Albany, ‘and he also gave New

Carteret
Jersey to Berkeley andxhuﬁzuwﬁq The New York charter extendsd north

)‘-q-

1

to Canada, but the west bounds were not stated.- Messachusetts got
anether cherter‘in 1691 from William and Mary. Wifh the exception
of the New York grant, all c’harters extended to the Pacific. So

Hassaeﬁueetts and New York ‘both c!aimed the Triangle. William Penn's R
grant from Charles II, in 1682, covered all the west end of: Pennsylvania‘

from the "Tiadaghton' creek; a previous patent covering the eastern )

a

part of the state. Pemn promptly set about extinguiehing the Indlan"
titles to the lend, and he wrote a letter, June 28, 1682, to the i
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' ‘imperor of canada", aSking for a conrerence. At Far gsﬁnnwix, N. Y.,

(now Rome) a treaty was finally reached, covering aII the northwestern

i
|

part of Pennsylvania, in 1784, and five. years later, at Fort Hnrmar,

. at the mouth of the Muskinguml another treaty was made covering a11

the land north of the Elleghany and west 6f the Gonﬂwango. The line

ran up the Con@wango to Chautaugua Iake, thence up the middle of the-
lake and over to Lake'Efie. The Indlan chief who'maae the bangain. -
reserved all the fish in. his half of Chautauqua lake. The Indians B

... were paid $€500 in money and $1000 more in goods“ COrnplanter's F
-fﬂspeeoh is given 1n the 'History of the Region of Pennsylvania north
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:u*f engraved but the wearing awey of the banka‘by the lake waa 1ikalyﬁ%q£;§i
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31781, Virginia in March 1784. Massachusetts npril 19, 1785, and COnnsc-
"ticut Sept. 13, 1786. May 50 1800, the Western Reserve wes ceded. by

beginning in January, 1790, running due south from the west end of *

of the Ohio river and west of the Alleghany" by Hon, Daniel Agnew; LL DJ
Ohief Justice of Pennsylvanla, 1887. %?By 1701 New York, Masaachusetts,';
the Holland Land Gompany and the Six Nations had their land ‘claims

adjusted.- quert Morris had bought 311 west 6f Seneca Iake, end the
l.hh'_‘-‘- L b :ﬁ- b wlm L e
Holland Land Company all the rest té’fﬁ"niagara Mile Strip, and whert
Pannsylvania put the Triangle into the market also bought considerable
areas in that section. To. assist in the war of the Revoluticn, or o
rather in paying back wages to the soldiers in that war, New York cedeﬂ

her claim to” any lands wéh% or the present bounds of the state March 1

COnnecticnt. The east line of the Triangle was run by Andrew Ellicott,

Lake Ontario to the parallel of 42’North Latitude. He ran till he

reached Lake Erie' then took a “set—off" to the Niagara river; thence

south until he could set back without getting into the ﬁﬁﬁg; By astro-_«
' ;ff -s" ,'.l

3 eme 3outh

to the Pennsylvania line. he set 8 monument on the lake'. ;,pre,'progenly
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liash _awdy the monument, and so the legislature of Rew York enacted

8 law providing for placing a new monument This was set back 440 feet

..... A

from the lake and has engraved on it t‘ne 1atitude--42° 15' 50, 9"--and

.l-iq ,,,,,

longitude--?g 45' 54. 4“--oompass variation 2’35"; This new morument

was set in 1859,_ The work was &one under supervision of the Board of

- .Regents of Nen York. Among the comhissioners erecting the new'monus

ment was Gov. George w. Patterson, of Westfield,

Arter Gen. Irvine 8 suecess in getting the Triangle for

Pennsylvania, the bargain was closed by the state paying the general '

9-"’"‘!

government $181640, Sept. 4, 1788. Tne lands in the Triangle were

then put into the market as fast as they were surveyed, but the Indian

troubles kept settlers from entering upsn the lands.. Harrants @or

400 acres or less were offered to settlers who woqld:olear and ﬁlant

-k

two acres every yesr for five. years, on each 100 aores taken up, " and

R ﬁ'. . VL e

a dwelling‘built and occupied, but the danger of losing their soalps
kept settlers away, and only here and there was a olearing nade.“ At
Erie, and laterford on the old French road, gnd at Colt's Station,
were the only ones of note. The majority of warrants issued went to
state officials," who had selected‘whet they thought weee the best
The state set off a strip eight miles long and S miles wide, including

to
the bay and island-at Erie,, the general government, afterwards giving

) 100 acres on the Point, and 60 acres at the shore end, in plaoe of the

long strip, glso a few aores where the 1ight-house was 1o stand, and

the fort and its buildings.m Settlers began to come into Erie, and 1t-1;

was quite a rendézvous for shipping engaged in the ooasting trade.

‘The prioe of lands outside of Erie was fized at b 7 10 per 100 sores,

y
!

six per cent being allowed for roads and highweysig%

. ‘.
T

% The first rosd made in’ the Triangle was: a’.Eorg the old n-
portage, but was. full of stumps and rocks, and in some plaoes was
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S 'wsra I;ovrerc:ome" had to dig thres stumps each, The ordinance requiring ?
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e:hht or ten rods side, a11 we11 cut up by ruts. The next'road'was
made from the mouth of the 16 mile creek to Colt'a Station,‘where '
Col. Colt had a large clearing, This was made in 1797. This road,
) and the cne from Erie to Waterford, ‘was kept cut up by the wagons -«
1oaded with Syracuse salt, which came by way of Niagara to Erie, ang

thence was distributed all over the Ohio vealley. At Erie, every Sat-

U T IR

urday afternoon up to 1810, every man had 'to .go out and dIg stuﬂks

out of the streets. And after every bacchanalian revel citizens who ﬁ

-

thia was not repealed until June, 1846. The Connecticut,z/mpany built
eighteen miles of road west of Buffalo, in October, 1808. The first

PP

white child born in the Triangle was: w1111am W- Reed, son of thn G.
Reed, and grandson of 001. Seth Reed, one of . the first settlers 1n
Erie., The child was born February 20, '1797. He was- for a long time

& ..
BT TN PP SIS

a merchant in Ashtebula, 0., but moved to Erie some years befbre he -
died, Sept. 9,’1851. The first Fourth of July celebration in the

Triangle was July 4, 1797. Col. colt stated that the land company of. |
which he was then agent entertained about 78 people with ‘good Eare .

and sundry toasts suitable to the oocasion.a The earlieat churches

were at Northeast and Fairview, Meetings in Erle were ‘held iha

.
B |

vacant.room on the corner of PFrench and Fifth streets. The first -
é';mh building was at Colt's Station in the deep woods; and it &s
related that an itinerant minister who- had been engagea to preaoh on a'
certain Sunday wandered all day in the woolls unable to find the. church
and his’ waiting congregation. ’ ' 7
tr Such is the history of the acquisition and settlement of the
famous "Trisngle. Disputed territory, 1t has passed from state to '

state without the bloodShed, wranglihg, bitter strife and contsntign.lt"




- :L

leaves behind no bitter memories td rankle in. resent.ful breast.s,'f

ey
et
- - : . e

suggest reta.liatory measures in sor,ue -’dis. t.a.n -

en, ‘\ hd

what once would have"'been brought about' ‘by viol ‘nc
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