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It seems espeeiiillyfittiDg that the State ~rieaJSocietY meet here on the 60111 annivenary of

the plaee.

We h.:veseen the little Fair Point Camp Meeting develop into the noble Institution which has'".... --;. -. . - - . - _. . .

made th~ name ~autauqua"knmimin every comer ofthe clviIized world.

The territory'where we are convened has been part in tam ofsix counties; Albany, Iryan,

Montgo~ery,Ontario, Genesee and Chautauqua.

In UiOl o'ie more toWD ofBatavia, Genesee County and the Den year became the sovereign
, .". ,

Township ofChautauqua.

hi J800 the Holland Land Company had about compIeted its survey and theonly'resident. .
WitIiin oar bOrden was an axeman of the Land Co., Amos Sottile, who had a log cabin near the

mouth ofCattaraugus Creek and.this was the only house between New Amsterdam andPresqae

Isle - the presentcities ofBuffalo and Erie.

Blit Sottile was a rover and soon disappeared.

In,I~2CoL James McMahan and party came in and started a settlement in the west,part of

the viiIage,ofWestfieId. CoL McMahan pUlThased IaiId which he deared and ealtivated and he

was the fint bo~ fide setder. The main road p&ssed his cabin and the Portage Road from Lake

Erie to Chautauqua Lakeerossed it which gave to the locality the uame ofCross-roads and this

became the seat of toWn'govemment with the County sea, a, Batavia.

In 1806, Captain Mack erected a commodious logho~ near the rains ofUmas SittileiJ shilek.

He establishllCi a ~1lITY'across Cattaraugus Creek, kept a tavem and acted as salesman for the

Holiand Land Company•

. . -- --------
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l'rilfIic was inereasing and in 1811,' it is. said, the woods were fuO of land hunters, speeulators .

andprospeetive settlers, seeking open Iwt~ iD thefore8t, water power, timber, blue clay blUIks;
..

b~gstone and limestone for burning. ..

This section was being peopled by heroes and heroines whose history, except in comparatiyely .

few eases,.never has been written and'only comes to light through story and tradition.

.One great purpose ofthe Chautauqua County Historieal SocietY has been and is to~ out

all pOssible liistory and have it recorded inour ardlives.

We haveaequiRd many such and the mark sti1Iis being pursued.

All outst8Dding~ in our early hiStory is.Zattu Cushing, a man ofdistinguished 6neage but .

one who performed the days duty and plimned for the nen with no thought ofanCestry.

'. Domat Plymouth, Mass. in 1770, one orafamily oUhirteen (13) children, he.received little '.

indoor teileIlmg; :bat Iiis~ueation in industry, energy, self-reliance and infegnty proved more. :':. ' .. - .

yaluable thaD coUege courses and normal traiDiDg.
..y.

. In yo.uth he .was bound out to a ship carpenter and after his apprentieeship worked at thetriule
fora eO~derabletime in Boston Harbor. . . ' " .

Inclmmg to a farmer's life he joume)'ed to Saratoga County where his health faiIed ~d Ilis
means became exhausted; so he shouldered his axe and went on foot to Oneida County where in .

".'17951l~ was .marriedto.Rachel Buckingham, who was a worthy companion and efficient helPmate'

inhls subsequentjourneyings and adventures in the wildemess.

In 1799 hewilS engaged to go to Presque Isle and superintend the building of Ii ship which was
", . .

named the Good Intent and was the first ever built on Lake Erie.

..
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On his journey.he stopped.overnight at a sp»t near CaDaciaway Creek whieh~ his fancy

and where siI yean later he estliblistied his new home.

The title C~adaway is not derived from the filet that the stream wends its way toward Canada,

but from an IndiaD word meaning "mnning thronp the hemloeks, ga-na-cla-way-ow~ eastern

. nasal pronunciation quickiy corrupted into Ca-na-da-way.

In February 1805, he started oot with two n,t.en. four cows, two Jarge sleds, drawn by oxen.

C8rrying his wife and fiVe ehildren and all his w~rIdJy goods, inelnding a boX of tools, a barrel of

salt, a half bushel of appleseeds, a bag ofpeaeh pits and the family dinner korn.

It wanw~mejourney to Buffalo whieh he reat;hed early in March and. thinking to find

eaSier travel overtlie iee. he took that route.intending to go ashore and eamp at night. Bot at late

.afternoon a terrible tempest with black snoW douds unexpectedly eame on them IUId foreech halt.

Using the l:!lttleand seeds as a wind break, the travelers.endeavored to mak.e ~emselves

comfortable. JlBt water was showing through the snow in some pJaees, darkness WasUpoD theDl, a

near Point of buid was whollY uneertain, the party cIarect not move, but Mr. Cuslililg, with great

blasts OJ:i the dinner horn hoped to attract help from the shore.

About one o'clock in the morning two men who had heard the signal ofdistress eame with rat

pine torehes and piloted them to safety and shelter.

Daylight showed them that the ice was so broken up that other escape was imJM.)SSible.

A feW clays later the little earavan reaehed the site of the'present vrnage ofFredoma.

The oJ:IIY other shelter to be found was an uncompleted log cabin, well-roofed. but with no

door, no ehinking behveeD thelogsand.no Door.

---------~~-~~~=-~~---~-'-----'---'-.............;..---'-------'-.......
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However; they made a thick ClU'petof hemiClek~~ hungblimkecs over the doo..".yand itt

the cOmers of the room and built a fire and eonfessi:d.themselves lucky and reasouably ~m.'t
and happy.

'Mr. Cuhing and his men, at once began eonstruetiiig a eommodious loghouse and cIeariJIi
, "

laud for the seasons uoPs. the cattle meanwhile subsisting on browse, potatoes for plitD~were

not tOM had' but Mr, Cushing had the good fortuDeto obtain six bUshels frOm theIndians twelve

miles to the east. He eommeneed a nursery with ta.e apple seeds, and peach pits he sridaoUghtfully
, .

had brought liDdsixty years later a local historian averred that aD the ordaardsfor IIIih!s round

sprang from CushiDgs' stoek.

The neBreStphysieian was at Bufl'a1o. For three years there was no mail;th.en a ID8;Il on foot

, , ciuTied it tied in his himdkerehief. The neitrestgristmill was at N'"mgaraFaIIs, bilt most settlers

.had,~ housing bloekand crushed the eom aDd wheat with a heavy pestle hung from a sprlugpole

and operated by,hand.

, Once a year soDle settlers went by sleigh to Utica to procure medicines, e10tliiDi and other

necessities.

:Reeonled incidents in Zattu Cushing's aetivitia indicate that he was a prodigiouS worker;

inteuilelyb!terested in developing,the region; ever solieitous for the welfare of aD settlers nearitDd

far and especially devoted to erecting mills andsehools. He built the first e1iureh, heeoustrueted

bOats and imported goods from Buffalo and Erie and erected a log store house at the mouth of, , ,"" ".

,Canadaway Creek where later ocenrred the first bloodshed of the War of 1812.

Nj)rwas he lacking in politieal aenmen. Until 1808 the BUDuai Town Meeting was held itt CrOss­

roads.

Thityear he rallied every voter from his side of the Towuship and proCured a resolution

changing the plaee of meeting to Holmes Settlement - now Sheridan, and here the regular meeting

was held in a log bam.
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8ld!nw~given·the west side of town -by giving it the oftiee Of the supervisor, Mr. Cushing was
'.' ," ~ .' .' ' '.' 1 . J. _ '.. "

e1eeted J~eeof thePeaee and OVerseer of the Poor. ~t this same time an effort was made to

have Cha.utauq~Tojrnset up as a separate COlmty~ two townships, Pomfret and
, . ~ . . .

Chautauqua. This was tiDally consummated by the Ad of the Legislature in 1811•

. In~t same year, lsOs,Zattu CnshiDg was appointed Associate JUstice ofNiagara Coimti.

which then inclUded Erie Co_ty, and for three years he sat in i'egu.Iar terms of the distrie.,
..

holding court in what was knowa as Landlords Tavern in New Amsterdam.. -

on organization in 1811 ofth~ new co_ty it was inevitable that Zattu CnshiDgshoaid be

chosen as its firSt Judge, a position he filled _til 1822 when he vOBtarily retired.

His record shOWS that he possessed a elear anaIytieal and iudieial mind while his anCestry
- .

iDdieateil thatfew ifany families have furnished more eminent Iawyen andjudges and Supreme.

Courts. Judge Cnshing retied with the reputation ofan upright, dignifUed, pure-minded~d eJear.,: ...,
headed. magistrate.

He di~ at Fi-edonia in 1839 and at the Den term ofConrt following the eulogies uJl!)n the

distinguished citizen a resolution was passed to have a picture ofJudge Cushing made andh~ in

. th.e Snpreme Court eh8mber.

Jndge Cushing was mee married and had eight ehildren of the lint marriage 8ndfonr'ofthe
• • . ~ • ' ' • _ '.' 1 '

seeDn4- The fourth ehild was Milton Buekingb8m Cushing. He griuluated from Hamilton CoUege
." '; . '. -,' ' ..

and took up medieiDe and surgery.

. FoDowing the "westward ho" slogan, he praetieed in Ohio, DliDois and WISCOnsin.

He wlis mee married, the father of nine ehildren and died at GaUapolis, Ohio in 1847, ag~ 47,.
and shortly afterw~ the widow and her ehiJdren removed to Fredonia where the Aeademy~a

pet institution of their grandfather, in its twenty-odd years ofexistenee had become a prominent·
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seat of leariliDg' and offered much'for herda~Her maideD name'was Mary Barker Smith.
, , ,

,She was awollllUl of superior intellei:tUal,gifts and triIits of moral character. In her last, yean, "

many honon came to her for great patriotism and the heroic sacrifices she made.

Her solis who grew to manhood were MDton, Howard, Alonso and William. Th~ same feairless. ' . " .

, intrepid spirit ofzattu Cushing and the intense love of coUntry of their Spartan mother led these. .. .

gallant youths to enlist in the Union foRes.

Milton eu'tereci the Navy at the outbreak of hostilities, ilistiJignished himself in amon lUi,d was
, ' '

promoted on no less than three occasions and finally became pay master of the NavY in which

position he contiDlIed for several yean after the War. His last service was with the fleet !II the

Mediterianean. He JDarlied a daughter ofThonias P. Grosvener, once Coiuity Judgt ofoOi' '

countY.

Hc!ward CuShing is described as of medium height, spare and sinewy and, qui.ekas a~t,With
., .... .- ... '

blilish1VeY eyes that saw everything, looked through on as he spoke and hinted the dete~tioJi, ,

Coolness and energy that made his name famous,especiaIly in post-War service iii the Southwest.

. He eDlisted in the Artillery, participated in many important engagements, was 8Uppoi1iilg
• • I ".

•. , 1 . .' •

GriUit's,army in the Siege ofVieksburg. Having re-enlisted he was made Fint Lieutenant in the. ,

cavalry and was sent to Arizona where various Indian tribes were off their reservations,~g

off stock, murdering ranchen and pillaging their homes.

J!i May 1871 the Chirieahua Apaches were on a rampage and Lieut. Cnshing,witIltwenty Dim!
were sent ti)quell the disorder. They were led iDto an ambush, fired upon and he and seVeral of

his meD were killed.

This is but one of many desperate encounten he was iD. He had rendered such notable services .

, in that section, that the citizens of Tucson have erected a splendid monument to his memory•

. , ""=~~~~~~~~----~-'-------'~-----'-----------_"""=--'"
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Alonso Hereford Cushiug graduated ~tW~ Point in .J1iDe 1861. He immediately eJJtered the
• I • .

Union AJ'Iny'aildpemaps no other lIIlIIioftheage of twentY ever bad so varied and exciting. ' - . . . ,-" .

experieJ!ee5 iii two years as be.

:U:e~as iDtheManassas eampaigns,the first battle of BuD Run, served in tbe defenses, of

WasIJingtoD, was with the AJ'Iny of the Potomae in the Penins. Campaign, was aide toGen.

Sumner, at the Siege of Yorktown, the several days operations before Richmond, in-the Maryland,
0-, .-. -', ;. .

. tb.efuiJanlIDneek anel the Pennsylvania Campiligns, the skirmisb at Thoroughfare Gap and !Mally
" . . ' "

ilt Gettysburg 'wbere at the close of the second days battle be was promoted to be Lient. C::oL F~r

especial galbntry in action.

, on the next day, July 3rd
, 1863 - be was in command ofBattery A, 14111 US ArtiIIery.1D the

aftemoon be was receiving the bmnt of Pieketts' on the terrific charge at the "Bloody Angle" of.' ,'., ., ' '.

Cemetery Ridge wbe.:e the carnage was so great that be was tbe last man stancling and leaning on ,

. , the last gun; lin iumbroken and a thigh shattered, wben Brig. Gen. Webb gave an ordl9" til retire.

~eJiiore sbOt Gen. Webb". be replied, puDed the lanyard and as the gun belched its ,roar of

defiance, be fell dead with a sbot through the bead.

'Gell. SuDuier,wbo commanded that division of the AJ'Iny, said of biJD, "He was the bravest

mBn I ever mew."

"A marker to his memory was placed on the field by members of another regimt9.1t wb!»ll8c1

witn~ CoL,C::nsbing's last stand; and another stone marking the spOt wbere be (ell was~

by lDembers ofyetanoiher regiment which bad been in that memorable fight. Lieut-Coi. Cus6ing

died at the agepfn and was buried atWest Point; the grave is marked by aP8r'isiiU.~I~ ,

stone lind, on the beautiful Victory monument in the Academy Park, is aninsenptioD, 44111 U.s.

Artillery "and,under this lines, in bronze letterS, "Alonzo H. Cushing".

William B. Cusbing was bom at Delafield, WISCOnSin in 1842. Five years later his widowed

mother lind ber ebildren removed 'to Fredonia, N.Y. wbere zattu Cusbing and others of the family

resided. The Fredonia Academy in its twenty years of existence, a pet establishment ofJudge
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Cushing's, had beeome the foremost inStitution ofieariJing in this part of the state and here the

youDg CushiJigs were schooled.

Judge Edwards ofDunkirk was our Representative in Congress and in 1856 he took William.

with him to WlIShiilgton to act as a page in the.House and, before the close of the sesSion, proelii'ed .

his appofutmeJitas a cadet at Annapotis. Also Judge Edwards procured the appointment of

. Alonzo Cushing to West Point.

. After three and a half.yeanat Annapolis the young man resigned, and, wbilevisiting friends iii

MasSachUsetts; after a severe .,uminatioD and practiCal tests in navigation and on .

recommendation ofRear Admiral Smith, a relative of his mother, he was given a mil!sion aJld

aSsigned to duty on the frigate Minilesota,sailing from Boston Harbor, the frigate reached .

H!mipton Roads on May 1861 and on the very first.night after its arrival, captured the Delaware

Farmer, the first prize ofwar~Then for weeks with the bloekacie sqna~n off the C~linacoast,
, .. ,

back to the Hampton Roa~ in August; tIlence, with the largest fleet that had eVer a~embled to

lJJtf$~ IilIet ~~gwithprivateersandblockade runners and gnarded by two forts, where a

fieree'engagement 0eCurred, such as. had thrilled his fancy many a.time and kindled an unlimited

eagerneSs to plunge into every exciting and dangerous adventure for the honor of his coililtry's

flag.

He waS With the fleet in Hampton Roads, when the Merrimac made its fiI:st appearance, Sliilk
the Cumberland, the Congress and, on the foRlIWing day, destroyed the Minnesota. That was the

day the "Yailkeecheese box on a raft " had the memorable fight with the Merrimac and put her

.past future danger to the Uluon •

There was no* a year dining the war thatLieut. Cushing did not distingnish~Ifby some

periloilS widertakmg, and foRowing eae.. success came commen~tioils of governors, City bOards

of trade, congratulation from Admirals, and Generals and Representatives ofCcingress iuid praise

and thanksgiving from Pre!iidentLincoln.
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One night he rowed up the Cape Fear River to Smitlriille where a Coafederate general ~d
, '" -. - '-' .

headqWll'ters. Posting his men at conveDieDt plaCes, he made his way into the house, lighted Ii

ea..dleso to mid the general's bedroo~enteRd,and awoke the officer who started up ~nIy to find

a big navy revolver in his face and in fear and trembliJag, surrendered up aU his papersandp~ ,

A hue and cry was raised outside and in Deeingfrom the house the Lieutenant knocked doWn and

carried oft'a man 'later found to be Chief Engineer of the forces there.

On another~ion he boldly entered the enemy's lines in broad daylight, h!d in thi! braSh

until a carrier with mail for Richmond and came sauntering by, when he rushed outiUul,

,intimidating the rider With a pistol, captured the mail and, with his men escaped again Withou.t a .'.' . -..
scratCh.' .,

On another night.he and his men slyly boarded the richly laden blockade runner, Charlotte,. . - ~ .

silenced the gaard with scarcely a sound, descended to the cabin of the Captain who was

entertaini~gsome British officers at a banquet, demanded sarreoder of the boat and.receivlld it
, wlijle his .guests sat tongae-tiedwith astonishment.

At it much. later date and while in command of the Oag ship Malvern, which was dirictIy after
. ., . - . .. ' ''. ,""

!lis p~lDotion to LieutenBnt Commander, he With a few men in small craft were for iJixlioun,
under a raiD ofshOt and sheD, engaged in setting buoys to mark the channel in the river~

.' -,'

SOme histOriBns and naval observers have declared this the very bravest act of all since death

hovered over him and his men every instant.

The incidents related are stepping stones to the story of the Albemarle.

Most school hiStories inentionthis event and some others refer to it in a casual way. 'Greeleys

"Aineriean Conflict" gives it twenty lines and Pollard's "Lost Cause" gives it foar and does Dot

give the name ofeither boat or commander.

< ,
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The Albemarle was an ironclad even more formidable thaD the Merrimac and bad done great

damage to Union shipping and its destruetion was neeessary.1t was eonspicuous in the capture of

Plymouth, it sank the Southfield, and many smaller craft. It attaeked the Miami, a shot from

whieh rebounded from the Ironclad and killed Capt. Flusser of the Miami, a friend ofCushings'

who is said to have vowed vengeance.

As early as June 1864, Lieut. Cushing, then eommanding the Montieello, formulated a plan for

its destroetion which he submitted to Admiral Lee who took it to the Board of War Strategy

where Cushing's previous sueeesses inspired sueh eonfidenee that the plan was approved. He was

withdrawn from aetive serviee and eommissioned to this speeial service.

While his outfit was being prepared the lientenant visited his mother at Fredonia and one day

taking a drive with her, through the Arkwright Hills, hc told her aU his plans for the expedition.

This is fully authentieated and recorded and should silenee the statement sometimes made that

the drive was ill advised.

The Albemarle had been lying for some weeks by the Plymouth on the Roanoke, guarded by

the fort. A mile behind a pieket was mounted on the wreck of the Smithfield.

On the night ofOetober 2911l
, 1864 Cushing with thirteen men ofhis own seleetion, in a thirty

foot steam launch bearing at its bow a long-arDl terminating in a huge torpedo, ran up the river

(unreadable), and discovered the great ironelad , proteeted by a boom oflogs about thirty feet

from its sides.

The first plan was to board the ram by surprise ifpossible and run her offdownstream. But a

boom of logs had not been anticipated.

As the launch touched the logs, she was discovered. The (crew) opened fire and almost instantly

Dares lit up the seene. Witness the lieuteDaDt's rapidity ofeomprehension and resourcefulness. his

ability to perfect a new plan in the twinkling ofan eye.
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A line had been attached to the engineer's leg for eommunieating orders without sound.

A reply shot was sent against the ironclad, the little launch rapidly cirded and. with faD

speed ahead, struek the boom head on, driving the launch far enough up on the logs for the

torpedo to be pushed under the ram's side.

Simultaneously with a rebel shot which tore away some ofthe Lieutenants clothes, came the

terrific explosion which wrecked both the launch and the Albemarle and marked the doom of

wooden ships in the Navy. Calling to his men to save themselves, Cushing divested himself of

revolvers, shoes and most of his clothing, dropped in the water and swam down stream followed

by a fusillade of bullets. Swimming and Ooating until emausted he reached a dump of bushes on

the river bank where he lay with feet in the water, listening to eontinued shots and excited rebel

yells until he lost eonseiousness. Dawn showed him he was not far from the fort where he eould see

a sentry patrolling the parapet. As the sentry's baek was turned. Cushing rose and ran a few

yards and again dropped in the rushes and mire. Hearing men approaching he lay still, almost

breathless until they passed - so near they barely missed stepping on him. Rolling over, he

propdled himself by heels and elbows into a morass of mud and briars through which, bare­

headed, bare-handed and bare-footed, he made his way till blood Oowed from innumerable cuts

and braises. In the outskirts of the woods he saw an old eolored man to whom he gave a pieee of

money he happily had in his remnants of clothing, to go and leam the result of the explosion.

Vibrating between suspense and fear of betrayal he rested until the Negro retumed with word

that the Albemarle was a eomplete wreck (The government subsequently salvaged the wreck for

5200,000.00).

This was more inspiring than food and drink and gave him strength to eover several miles

when he came upon a large stream. On the opposite bank a detachment ofConfederates was

enjoying a belated dinner while a little skitl'tied to a cypress root lay in the water under the bank.

Silently Cushing slipped into the water, swam to the boat, untied it and. pushing it until he

rounded a curve he serambled in and paddled away for dear life until he reached the Roanoke.
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The Sound was but a few miles away whei-e·he knew the Oeet would'be. At last in the dead of night

he made out thlil picket boat and·eal6ng "Ship ahoy" feD senseless in the bottom ofthe skift

011 regaining coDSciousness he found himself 011 shipboard and on way to the Bag ship where

soon ~e was among friends who scaraIy could believe the reaiitY of it ail

For his exploit he was promoted to Lieutenant Colninander received the Engrossed Thanks of

Congress aiad the plaudits of the entire Union.

To Write all o~ewould wish of this remarkabie man and his heroic experiences wcilild fiB a

vobime with soulstirring exploits for more thrilling that the Wildest tales of fiction. This sketch is

somewhat eItendt!l because CommanderCus~seems more intimately assoCiated with our

county.

In 1870 he married the beDe of Fredonia, Kate the elder daughter ofCoL David S. Forbes and

~t village continued to be his home lIJltil he died in 1874, aged but thirty-two.

Mrs. Cuhillg was an aetive member ofour County Historical and, for several years, its

Treasurer.

Their two daughters also enthusiastie members and have offered material-private papen anel

letten -that would lUilplify this essay much beyond the time IiJiait, but let us say iil conclusion on

~t the heroism aildsaerifiees ofZiltta Cushing have been justified and gIorifie.I in his

deseeudallts.

This the~ is our presentation ofa ebataUqua FamilY and the Story of the Cushings.


