






























































As long as the sun will shine
As long as the grass shall grow

The verses depict Cornplanter going to Independence Hall
and signing the treaty. One could conclude from listening to. the
song that George Washington also signed it there. He is mentioned
several times and "he gave his signature."

The song also labels the reservoir "Lake Perfidy" and asks
t.he question, " Cornplanter, can yOU swim?"

That question became the title of a classic article about
the dam and all that led up to it by Alvin.M. Josephy, Jr. in
the December, 1968 Am§~lQ~n tl§~11~g~ magazine (Vol. XX, No.1,
pp. 4-9, 106-110),

Actually, Washington signed the treaty of Canandaigua only
in the sense that the President signs all treaties and acts of
Congress. Cornplante~ signed it at Canandaigua. It was, in some
measure, the fruit of his efforts including his 1790 trip to
Philadelphia where he did see Washington. But he and Washington
signed no treaties together in Philadelphia in 1790, nor the
previous time Cornplanter was in Philadelphia, 1786, nor, so far
as I know, any other time,

But songs are art, not history. It is still a powerful
recording.

•The dam was built, The Seneca nation received mo~ey·~~-·

($15,000,573) and services but not land in compensation for the
over 9,000 acres inundated. The Cornplanter heirs, for their.
Grant, all but 165 inaccessible acres inundated out of; arL. .
original 907,75 acres, received 8.42 isolated acres of steep land.
and 695 burial plots. Cornplanter's remains were the last to be
removed from the cemetery on the Grant, August 26, 1964. The last
seven living residents left about the same time. The· dam was
officially dedicated at 2:30 PM, September 16, 1966.
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It both amazes and thrills me to think that at one time

there were people in this county who had seen or known George
Washington, Most of these were our Revolutionary War veterans.
Benjamin Parker of Ellery saw Washington several time.s ..·· Paul
Davis of Kiantone was discharged with an autographed
commendation from General Washington. Simon Loomis, according to
his family, served Washington in the crossing of the Delaware and
at Yorktown. Oliver Stetson of Ripley celebrated the 4th of
July, 1778 near Poughkeepsie when Washington was. present.

,(Actually, Washington and his forces celebrated July 4,' 1778 at
Brunswick, New Jersey, 60 miles from Poughkeepsie.) William
Wallace of Stockton and Chautauqua served under Washington in the
New York City area in the second half of 1776. He saw Washington
frequently and stood guard for him twice. Robert Whitmore
Seaver of Sinclairville saw Washington frequently at the time of
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the battle of King's Bridge, also in the New York area, Levi
Stedman (If the Town of Chautauqua had discharge papers signed by
Wa5hington, June 12, 1783. All of these are from Rev. Frederick
[(ate s' book. q~f.!1£1Ql:J~21 gi~!:~ Qi. 111Q=11.8..a 1981) and its seq IIe I
( Vol, I I, 1987, edited by Virginia Barden). Several other
local veterans are recorded as having served under Washington~

It would be most interesting to know what ever became of the
signed papers and possible other memorabilia of George Washington
these veterans brought to our county.

In 1873 and 1874 Old Settlers reunions were held at three
locations in the county. Young's His1Q~ gives partial listings
of the artifacts that were displayed, The only Washington item
mentioned, aside from the ever present newspapers announcing his
death, were "a cravat, diamond pin and brooch and cue worn by
Judge James Prendergast at one of Washington's receptions in New
York City," There !'lere numerous other items relating to the
Revolutionary War, Lafayette, and other figures of the time.

On June 24 and 25, 1902, the centennial of the settlement of
Chautauqua County was celebrated. In the then new Westfield High
School building, all but three towns (Busti, Kiantone. and
Villenova) exhibited relics of the pioneer period." The
artifacts relating to Washington were largely newspapers and
other printed or indirect items.

From the Town of Chautauqua , Mr. and Mrs. John Prendergast ,. " ,
exhibi ted a "white stock and pin worn to Washington reception:, Qy"::o.:::~·":'1

James Prendergast April 19, 1789." This was apparently the same .
item noted in 1874. The date could not be right because on A~ril ,"
19, 1789 Washington was uneventfully enroute from Baltimo~e td~
Wilmington, Delaware and ultimately to New York City April 22
for his inauguration April 30.

While serving as President in New York City in -1789 and
1790, Washington typically held receptions or levees at 3 PM at
his residence when anyone could walk in and see him. Probably the
pin was worn on such an occasion, Mrs. Washington similarly held
levees Friday evenings from B to 10. The President often
unofficially attended~

Other items at the centennial less directly related to
Washington include the following:

....

,
,! ..
. ,

Mrs. Dolly Martin from Cherry Creek exhibited a "spur worn
by a soldier under General Washington in the Revolutionary War,"

There were numerous copies and reprints
announcing Washington's death plus such items as
Washington's coat of arms made by a local woman,
bust of Washington by a local man.

of newspapers
a sampler with

and a plaster

I
I
J

One might fairly say that Chautauqua County's most treasured
memento of George Washington was the Marquis de Lafayette when
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h€ visited here in 1825. But that is another story.

ODDS AND ENDS

Six Chaut~uqua County towns are named for signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Washington was acquainted with five
of these: Richard Stockton, Elbridge Gerry, Roger Sherman,
George Clymer, and Charles Carroll.

In Europe people were named for places. In America places
were named for people. The name "Washington" derives, many
generations back, from a place in Durham(shire), England. Many,
many more generations back, it meant the town of Wassa',s people,
Wassa being an otherwise forgotten Anglo-Saxon who had 'that name
because he or one of his ancestors lived near the water or in a
swamp. And 50 it goes around: places named for people, people
named for places, places named for people ...

". I

.'
, ., .......

place name in
city, and over
total places

Washington is the most popular person-derived
the United States. A state, the nation's capital
100 other cities and towns or up to a . thousand
depending on how you count have that name.

Jamestown, Frewsburg, and Silver, Creek have Washington
Streets. Dunkirk, Fredonia, Mayville, and Westfield have

i,: Washington Avenues T Harmony has Washington Road. The c1tyk-... :
projected, at Irving in 1836 had a Washington Street ~nd ~~~~

~~ Washington Square. But there is no Washington, as such, place I

'\"name in Chautauqua County. The nearest one is Washington Township'
'in Erie County, Pa., containing Edinboro. It was created; and-
, named in 1834. George Washington never passed through Washington

Township.

George Washington was mentioned among the members of the
spirit committees invoked by the leaders of Kiantone Harmonia,
that strange Spiritualist community of the 1850's. But his
intended 'posthumous influence on our county seems to have been
smaller than that of the more intellectual founding fathers such
as Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine.

When Silver Creek's giant hollow walnut tree was on exhibit
in New York City in 1827, a four foot table was set up inside it.
On this, as an additional attraction, was a letter signed by
George Washington. (Hanover Historical Newsletter, December 1,

; 1990)

(

Washington was assigned a happy mansion and a dog by the
religion of Handsome Lake. Otherwise (except for Jesus. The

, Senecas were unsure of His race because the Quakers hadn't given
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them an entirely straight answer.) this religion makes no
provision for an after life, good or bad, for white people.

of
in

News
1800

George Washington died December 14, 1799.
his death came to the Cornplanter Senecas January 31,
letters to the Quakers who were living among them.

Handsome Lake, Cornplanter's half brother, originated the
Iroquois Longhouse religion when he experienced visions starting
June 15, 1799 (in what would today be called a "near death
experience") a~ the Cornplanter Grant, just 10 miles from
Chautauqua County. (Of all the existing independent religions in
the world, this is the one that originated closest to Chautauqua
County. )

Anthony F. C. Wallace (in Ih~ De.§.:!!h .§.r!g B&Qi!':th Qf th~

Q~n~£~, 1969) attributes the Washington-in-Heaven anecdote to
Handsome Lake's secpnd vision which ocurred August 7, 1799.
Wallace is deservedly the most quoted authority on this period of
Seneca history, but he is sometimes too facile with his sources.
Presumably he places the Washington item in the second vision
because it appears as part of the Sky Journey in A. C. Parker's
classic version of the Qod~ Qf H£ng~Q~ Lah~ published in 1913
and .written down from oral tradition just after the turn of the
century. However, it is not mentioned by the Quakers who were
living nearby in 1799 and 1800. They briefly recorded the first
three visions. Furthermore, it seems strange that Washington
should be in Heaven four and a half months before he died, six. '

months before Handsome Lake could have known he was dead. ; ~~'

,-

The Cog~ is not in strict chronological order ..:The ,
chronology in it is sometimes confusing and wrong. It place~ the
first vision in May, 1800, for example, after Washington' had
died. The Washington story must have grown up and accreted to the
Code by the folk process. There are associated Seneca legends
recorded by Parker about Cornplanter and Washington consistent
with this. Lewis ,H. Morgan, who published in 1851, mentions the
story, with Washington's mansion "just by the entrance of
heaven." Parker has it at a "spot midway between the earth and
the cloud~."

)
Predictably, coming down to the present day there are

confused Cornplanter-Washington traditions among the Senecas. For
example, "Cornplanter had this land given to him for fighting on
the side of George Washington," and "A couple of hundred years
ago, Handome Lake went to Washington, D. C. 'to preach the
Handsome Lake Code. George Washington heard it ... " {pages 119 and
43 respectively from Ne H2 ~iYO ]de:NQ That~ th~ ~BY It, ~as,

edited by Alberta Austin (1966). Of course Washington and
, Cornplanter were the leaders of opposing armies in the Revolution

and never fought on the same side. It was Thomas Jefferson who
heard and endorsed HandBome Lake after Washington was dead.

The
Halliday

mention
Jackson,

of Washington's death by one of
on the Allegheny Reservation

the Quakers,
is the only
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