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0 THE CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY EISTORICAL SOCIETY
It has besn sugsested that members of your Society would arpreciate

a short recount of the Historieal Harvenirngs in & E
bor across the line. o s itk skl = selen

The close of The VWar of The Revolution found the western parts of
States in about the same comdition they had besn for m PETER O Sy
a few Traders and endless forssts. ¥ meny Jyaars,lncisns

The French Traders had a Ppading Post at the foot of what i
ch 1 ) I 10 £ S now ra-
raﬁe Street in Zrie and a Portage Ro0ed from there to LeBoeuf. There wag
somathing similar et Parselonia with a Portage to Chautsuous Lake.

There ws: also a few Schacks at the mouth of Buffal
21 g Buf 0 Creek and a
Seneca Indisn Villiasge thrze miles up the eresk from Lake Zrie. Thernlzzge
however no Town ealled Puffato until 1809 5

In 1795 thsre were four houseé in the little cettlement at the
mouth of Buffalo Creeck and in 1797 a girl baby named Duncan was born
there. She at birth was the thirteenth white psrson in that community,
, ard
Eer family was on its way to Iorth Zast Township be=bne—fmrm whare
their descendants have resided &ﬂfé-g the past one hundred and forty-five
OR

years. '
gustezlo

In 16801 this 1little settlement at ths mouth of the crsek was laid out
as & ¥¥%5Fs town by the Hollanders and given the name of "lew Amsterdam"”.

In 1808 llew Amsterdam was made the County Seat ard its name changed
to Buffalo

lew Amsterdan's streets were given Holland names from members of The
Holland Land Co. The present ilain Street was called Willinka Avenue. ' ia:n
Iiagara Strzet was Schimmelpennicks Avenue. Genssee Street was Busti
Avenue. Zrie Street wagc Vollenhovens Avenue. Church Strset was Stad-
nitzka Avenue.
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in 1826 the Trustess of the Villiage of Buffalo changed the names
of these strescts to their pressnt ones.
So much for the first settlements on the shore of Lake Erietin
Erie County llew York.:The firstcsetflement alomg:the shore ofLeke ZErie
in what is now Zrie Co. Fennsylvania was if anything a little in advance
of that of Erie Co llew York.
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is far as lorth Hast is concerned its history is under a cloud -
Its origin having no truthful published history. %

histories of Erie County have been published and all of
them thatsgvgﬁgi ever seen make mention of Forth East about as follows
"The land now occupied by North East was sold by thg State to a man
named Brown, tc a man named Gibson,who gave the Park |
who sold & o A “;

The facts are that no suech transaction,or anything like it ever
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occurred. The Stats of Pennsylvania never s0ld the Site of liorth Zast to
any person.
It is very probable however that James Gibson, one of the three

Rosidsnt Directors of the Temnsylvania Population Co. did donate the Tark
to the 1ittle Town of Gibsonville (Now North Zast)

It avpears that the State of Pernsylvania did advertiss for Set-
tlers in the ggiangle about the time pease was concluded with the Indians

Y =

4 dozen or.so years after the War ended The State of Pennsylvania
‘purchased the Triangle from the U,S8.Governmert and advertised cheap
lands for settlers. <

Quite a faw =zettlsrs came scon after 1790 when a peace agreement
had been reached with the Indians. This agreemont was made possible
almost entirely by the efforts of the celehrated Irdian Cheif "Corn-
Planter". Corn-Planter fought on the British side in the Revolution
and later became one of our best frisnds.

A year or so after the first settlers came to the Pernsylvania"Tri-
angle™ the State of Pennsylvania without warning sold the Triangle land
almost entirely to "The Fennsylvania Population Co." a Fhiladelphia Cor-
poration of which Aaron Burr was Iresident.

And the first Settlers? Well they vpeid for their land over again or
moved out.

The early settlement of Westorn F.Y was & 1little different.During
the W=r of The Revolution The 7.3, Government borrowed considerable
sums of money from a group of wealthy Hollanders tovginance the War.

When the war was over our Country was very short om money but owned
2 lot of land,so,to balance accounts ﬁitgzthe Hollanders it gave a Cor-
voeation krnown as The Holland Iand CoY¥ %he most of the lsnd in sseven of
its western Ilew York Counties, some of Fennsylvania and possibly other
considesrations.
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thatnew lands for settlement were being offered /by the "ennsylvania
Poprulation Co. along Lake Erie in Allegheny Co. perrsylvania came on
horse-back in company with a man named Forter to the P.Y.Co's 0ffice
at what is now Erie Fa.

In or sbout 1795 a man named Judsh Colt 37]Geneeee H.Y. learning

Each of these men bargained for 400 acres of the hew lands at
one dollar per acre. The following fsll or winter Judah Colt visited
the P, F.Co, Headquarters at Philedelphia.

There Colt offersd Aarron Purr #30,000.00 for 30;000.C8cres of
the Triangle Land.

Burr refused to sell that guantity of land but did engage Golt
to return as lianager at a salary of $2,500.00 & year to the Company
property on the shore of Lake Lrie. Colt acseeptedy mande hrs home in Emve

wheve ne died in 1832
This was besfore the days of Steam-Boats or Reilrésds and if one
wished to visit any inland Yoint he could walk,go horse-back or paddle
a esanoe.

Quite a number of years previous to this date and before any
lands were offered to settlers,The 0ld French Traders in their deals
with The Indians had constructed & sort of Fortage Road ot Trail from
what is about the foot of Parade Street in Erie to LeBoouf where con-
nection could be made with a branch of French Cresk could be msds.and
water transportation to Fittsburg reached.

Colt found this Portags Road rather unsatisfactory, It was up-
wards of 20 miles long and rather low and swampy in spots. However in
his scouting sbout in the Virgin Porest of the Company he soon found
a2 better location for a Fortage Road and one of about half the length
on dry upland, from the mouth of the Sixtaen liile Creek to what is now

Greenfisld.

Being a maﬁ of sction he immediately made a survey and started
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Construction of the Road. This was the Second road built in Erie County
the 014 Prench Road,before referred to being the first,

In 1798 Colt completed this road and alsc established 2 large
Country store for the Company ne-r a branch of French Crsek at the
southern end of this Portage Road.

He named this voint Colt's Station. ot a vistage of the build-
ings remasin,but the rcad today is still kmown as "The Dfation Road”

In his survey of location for this new Tortage Road Colt crossed
an ancient"Indian Trail" ir a large level spot of the Primevil Forest.

No one has any Idea of the age of this' tvail but the location must
have struck Colt as being a good "Town Site". at least (being a surveyor)
he immediately laid out 2 Town, giving it the name of Gibsonville
in honor of the James Gibson before referred to.

The site of this new tewn took in the entire areca of the north ends
of Tracts No's 155 and 156 southerly to sbout the present location of
Clay Street.

Today North Zast's North and South Leke Street is a2 section of Colts
0ld Fortage Road (the second road built in Erie County) which during the
days of Gibsonville was known as Yortage Street.

Today also a section of tbe 0ld Indian Trail (no man knows how 0ld)
is llorth East's East and West Meihn Strest.

Gibson Park is gt thzs North-West Junction of theIndian Trail and
Portage Road.

”n "
The Towvn 0Ff Gibsonville was laid with twelve lots south of the Trail
and thirteen lots and Gibson Fark north of tha"trail?

Portage Rocad was laid 50 fset wide and the Trail 66 fset wide.

The lots of Gibsonville were numbesrsed and Colts records show

To whom each lot was sold-- Its acrage -- and the price resceived.
G i85onvILLE ? Was yenwawed,
Torth Bast Township 1799-FD 2=dSTorth East Borough Feb. 1834

are 80 named in honor their location. The North Zast Corner of the

celebrated "I emsylvanla Triangle™ [/{ ‘ﬂ 2 .T
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