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* I picture a little 4 year old boy — hatless, baréfoot, clad in cotton trousers and
-pmafore crouchmg ﬁlrnvely behmd the clumps of mangold and hollyhocks
thaI grew be51de the blg read house on Kent Road which led over the hill to

the old Indxan trall winding northeasterly to Buﬂ'alo.

This little -fellow was cautiously peering out — quite in wonder, much in fear

- at a train of wagons crawling up the grade.

| . All summer the days had possessed a-mysterious feeling of suspense and .l
- nights brought a sense of ten-er— an iﬁd‘eﬁnabie unrest, beyond the ken of 4
year bl&s-, seemed to hover about everybody and everythiﬁg. it was not '
" swifts, or ghosts, or the blood-thirsty gyastacutis (?) that swallowed little
folks whole, but nevertheless, something fwful lmpended and children did
not wander out of earshot or let dark ﬁnd them out of doors. The time was

]

September of the troublous year 1836.

In February preceding, the Land Officé at Mayville had been demolished
~ and the fecords burned by desperate men: The Holland Land Co. had

. threatened awful vengeance upon the guilty parties if they could be

disdovered; officers of the law were said to be haunting the highways and-




byways of the countryside; heighbors put their heads together when they
stopped to chat; parents and the grown-ups concerned in an excited but
strangely quiet way and ihquisitive youngsters were told that little pitchers
had too largé ears. Fathers cautioned sons to behave well lesi:’a,gon'gthble or
. land agent éébble them up and mothers enjoined daughters to be good girls
: andnund Mamma or a night raider might carry them off, The tlmld ﬁttie boy
| hiding among the tall flowers had been told that a new English family woulcvl
‘pass there that day and, without a fair comprehension of what a new English- o
family was, he believed in Safety First and proposed being securely -};idden |
ifit seemed at all dangerous. The 'wagbns lumbered by — 1, 2, 3, and behind
. ‘the l'as't;bra,\iely trudged a red-cheeked lad of his own size, appearing quite |
1ik§_-0th§r boys, agreeable, rather than terrifying. Then the little bo& of the ':‘ L ‘ “'
big red house put out his head from the flower stalks and called a ﬁiendjy “
- hoo-oo—ooand the ruddy little chap behind the wagon swung his cap and .
. 'cglle‘d back a cheerful hoo-00-00 and so began a friendship that endured for.

5 more than % of a century.

Me. Edson made me this sketch of his introduction to my father. TheEt_isﬁ_r; |

andtheReed families joined: the children played together, attended the same




school, grew to manhood, engaged in business, married-and reared families

in the same community.

So it happens that my acquaintance with Mr. Edson began with my earhest
recollection: and at this point permit me to express ﬁly grati_ﬁcati'onand
pride:at being invited by the Chautauqua County Historical Society to

present this memorial.

Obed Edson was born at Sinclairville, N.Y. on February 18%, 1832 and
resided there most of the days of his nearly 88 years. He attended the District
School and Fredonia Academy but he was mainly self-taught. He‘ took up
Higher Mathematics, History, Science and Philosophy alone. Books, in his
youth, were few and hard to get, but those he-did obtain were masterpieces

- and he read and digested thern all. The taste for reading clung to him all his
c_:iays‘and'he became a perfect cy(:lopedia of infofmation. He kept abreast
with the steps of Science, he knew not 6niy History, but current everits; he

- always read the léaﬂing novel of the season an_d was not ad§m to Selec'tifie,

| stories and other trash as a mental recreation, while it was a surprising

revelation to many people to learn of his knowledge of music, art and poetry




~ Atthe age_: of 18 he was h’éad chmrmanm the smveymg c@ps on the

" ‘western section of the Erie R.R. the year before its cémpleﬁoﬁ to Dunkirk

and was studying surveying. The late S.M. Newton of Dunkirk, a prominent

Civil Engineer, knew Mr. Edson’s capability and often engaged his services - |

' and thus if 1867 eritrusted him with running the location line of the Dunkirk
& Warren Railroad, which all civil engineers know to have been 2

. remarkable accomplishment.

' This was but one of several very successfill pieces of railroad work

| performed by him.

At 19 M. Edson bega.n the study of law in the office of E.HL Sears at
, Smclaxmlle and after a course in the Albany Law School he was admitted to
 the Bar in 1853. Opemng an ofﬁce art Smclalmlle he oontlnued in active
practice then for 60 years. Mr. Edson was essentially a Counselor — a
~ student, he was careﬁll, and exhausﬁve as to details; he was.conscientious,
.conservative and of clear analytical mind; he was of sound judgment and his
" counsel was always for settlement rather than litigation — peace rather than
" turmoil; he never cared to earn money, if it could be avoided, out of the

disputes, disappointments or sorrows of his clients.




He was the 0ld fashioned family lawyer with whom people trusted their
business, their funds, their secrets:and reputations; and he never betrayed a

trust.

Mr. Edson was married May 11% 1859 to a Mmt young lady of his -
6wn village, Emily A. Allen, who proyed as perfect a helpmate as man ever
had. Mrs. Edson was an ‘altog'e_thei‘ delightt"ul, person — a devoted wife 'and e
mother - an exceptional homéﬁlaker, at once capable as housewife;

' seamstress, nur§<e, teacher — the best of neighbors, a sympaihetic-cohnSeldr
. and a good business manager. She was a woman of superior intellect, a great
reader, and posséssed of a fine llterary taste. Always mterested in her
husband’s affairs, she lent him valuable aid in the preparation of many of his

published works.
To them 8 children were born, three of whom survive.

Mrs. Edson, after several years of cheerful 'invalidism, passed away on the
1* of March 1899.




Mr. Edson‘servred% his locality in various capacities as Justice , Assessor and
Supervisor; as member of Boards of Trustees of Village School District,

| Libmry‘and_. Cemetery.

He wasan éctive member (;f the Masonic order for sixty years. In 1862 he
was first elected Master of Sylvan Lodge of Sinclairville. He was c.hosen for
the position several other terms and 1912, in cOmplinie_nt of the 50"
anniversary of his first election, he was again elected — At the State
CoﬁClaVe in New York that year he was Special Guest of Honor and‘ plaqe&

~ on several important committees.

While Sﬁ'pervisdr of Charlotte in 1867 and the following years, Mr. Edson
took an active pari in promoting the Dunkirk & Warren Rallroad, persuadmg
many towns to assist by bonding, and that his own township failed to geta
B | ‘foot_ of raﬂmad for taxation purposes, was dué solely to its topography and

not to any lack of desire and effort on his part.

In 1874; r. Edson was elected Assemblyman for the old Second District

. which included both Jamestown and Dunkirk, and is the only Demoérat ever




elécted in that district and, in fact, the only oné in the whole county except

the late Charles H. Corbett of Sherman elected in 1882.

While in the Legislature, Mr. Edson obtained the enactment of the first law
in the State for establishing Free Circulating Libraries and the one in his own

. village is the first one organized under that Law.

Mr. Edson was 'aiway's progressive and gave his influence and energy in
support.of what seemed best for his oominunit’y. He was the leading spirit in
esinblishingtihé Sinclairville High School, in improving the local cethetery
untll it came to be known as the most beaut:ﬁ.ll one in the state aside from

Greex;twoqd and Mt. Hope.

He vigorously urged the incorporatioﬁ of his Village, the improvement of its
roads and walks, the purchase and im;)rovément of the water works and
strict observance of the rules of Saniitation while his paternal interest in the

. school afid public libraries has made then the best of any locality of its size. _

In the field of original historical research, Mr. Edson had no superior in this

| part of the land. To him the study of Hlstorywas recreation, and his




_ l;nowiedée was general, extending to all the: great evénts of world history,

- - their inﬂuenlce'upon nations and their effect upon civilization.

It was often é_ surprise to his friends who knew him as péculiaﬂy alocal

~* historian, to discover a familiarity with ancient, biblical and medieval

‘history and his clear-cut analysis of modem hlstory — especially of Enghsh |
~ and European turmoils — and his meﬁlod for dateswas particularly .

remarkable.

In 1876, Mr. Edson published the History of the Town of Charlotte and from
that time he has been va'ﬁously engaged in the publication of historical

works.

‘He has been a contributor to various publications. In 1879 the Magazine of
American History published'his account of Brodheads Expedition agamst |
the Indians on the upper Allegany, and its management has ever been eager

_ for the products of his pen — many of which he has furnished.

He has prepared several local histories, coritributed largely to Young’s

History of Chautauqua County, was principal author of a county history




published in 18_94, hasl furnished articles for various newspapers, magazines

and pamphlets, was the most extensive writer for the Centennial History of

Chautauqua County — his “Annals” comiprising 360 pages (and written‘in his
| 70" year) and, at the time his decease was engaged as Chief Writer of a new

historical work.

Mr. Edson was one of the foinders of this Society and was always an

Officer and enthusiastic promoter:

From its inception he was one of the Executive Committee and helped to
make the programs instructive and valuable. He served s its President for
several years and when his failing powers demanded retirement from active |
sgrvice; h*g was named President Emerltus and contmuedsuch until his

demise.

Prior to 1972, this Society included the word “Scientific” in its corporate
name and our archives contain a large number of papers on scientific
subjects, many of which were prepared by Mr. Edson. Also, he has written

for publication articles on geology and archaeology that commanded the
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‘ attentidn of the scientific world and several of his essays are accepted as a

standard of authority.

Bé's’_idé‘s_. ﬁs, Mr. Edson has written hundreds of hewspaper articles of
historical and scientific nature especially applicable to certain localities and

has lectured on such subjects in this and neighboring counties.

He has also spoken and written on current events and topics of 'g'ep@i'ai_
interest to a great extent and has made a number of scrapbobks of much

interest and value.

" One of thésé is made up of newspaper clippings relating to other
proceedings of this Society. Last year, aﬁer his eyesight was nearly gohe he
prepared it with the assistance of Mrs. Ruth Seaver of Sinclairville (our

' foi-"mer Nemlogist) and she sends it for presentation today.

Perhaps a Histonca] Society will not be interested in the legal successes of
its hoﬁbfgd President Emeritus 1mportant history. Mr. Edson was as “sure” a

lawyer as any man could be, and more than once when he was beaten by all
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of the inferior tribunals he has gone to the Court of Appeals and secured a

victory.

In several instances he has sifted and assorted the rights and equities of the
va_ribus contestants, and emmci_aie the rules of law af»plit:able thereto, so as
to elicit the cpmmendaﬁbﬁ of the higher courts, and in each case to maintain

~ a judgment for his clients.

In middle life Mr. Edson suffered much from dyspepsia but in his last few |
years he was remarkably well ahd vigorous aﬁd mamtmnedan office

_ practice until about five yealvs ago when increasing lameness and failing
sight bompeued him to cedse work and go to make his name with his son
Walter at Falconer. Even then he was frequently called on as Counsel, and
very shortly before his 87" birthday the county papers noticed the closing of

a case in which he has acted as Reference.

But best of all, Mr. Edson was a Man; he was broadminded and just. He was
. ¢lean of speech and thought and never spoke ill of anyone. He believed in
the Shakespearian text “First to thine own self be true” and he was

thoroughly conscientious.
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“ He fouﬁdtongue;'in trees

Books in funning brooks

Seﬁaus in stories |

 And good in everything

‘And l;é e@joyed every .day to its utmost.

LSuc_céss.- brought him pleasure, dlsappomUnenttaught him a lesson and he -
ﬁevef repmed over thmgs that were past but looked forward to what mxght

be gained.

Being a Historian he indulged much in reminiscerice but he believed that the

~ world progressed a little every day.

.He was r'no_t»-one to sigh for “The good old times” for he beheved thathe
‘ ,liyedi.in the most wonderful epochand thie best times of any age and lie felt
' fthat this world 'hsld‘ so much worth living for and enjoying asit came, that

.. those who failed to appreciate it, were wistin g time preparin g for another.

One of his favorite quotations was “There’s so much-'goéd in the'most ofus,
and so much bad in the best of us, that it doesn’t behoove any of is 6 talk

aboit the rest of us.”
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HehadChantyforall theChantythatls long suffering and 1sk1nd,hehad
‘falth in everythmg that is and hope for everythmg that may be. He seemed
 never to thmk of a time when he would be (7?) move. among us and he came
down to the Valley of the Shadow to the mists with the same smlle of o

sgtlsfacthn that he always wore.

| Mepibﬁal§ a_réﬁo -mor; than carving letters on a tombéi:one, soon erased and
forgotten; but to live upnghr.ly andhonﬁr;bly as he has ldOné, cheerfully |
shouldering each burden as it was offered and acquitting himself to the best .
of his ability, ever seeking to do uto otters as he would that others should

 do unto hl.m —and withgl laboring as he has wrought, he has erected a

monument to his memory that will endure when shafts of stone and tablels - |

ofbronzearecmmbledmtodust,
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