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Andrew Camagie at a conference on immigmtion in New York City, some years ago, declared

that it is only a question ofat how recent a date has the immigrant or his forefathers come into

this country. It was a broad statement made by that well known immigrant-foreigner and yet

this dictum was perfectly reasonable, if the stranger in our midst is ofbut yesterday, his

descendents two or three centuries hence, can, with as great pride, point to him as the

descendents of the Mayflower, immigrants point today to their progenitors, for, not-withstanding

the laws passed by Congress on the restriction of immigmtion, we must admit that the entire

country today is settled by immigrants or descendents ofimmigrants, ofwhom the Poles form a

goodly portion.

We know that there has been in the past opposition to permitting immigration ofsome particular

nation or nations. For instance, we know from history, that in 1840 there was quite a discussion

as to whether or not the Irish, and German should be permitted to come to this country

unrestricted. After considerable discussion, it was thought that they might become "desirable

citizens" and the ban was raised against them.
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In 1860, the same process ofargument~ i:aisedagainsttheScandinavian, Norwegill1lS; Swecies
l .. . " .

and Danes, that they would lowerwliges in this cOuntry, and might be the means ofputting the !

country in financial straits but the.baD. has been msed 8ga.inst them.

..... '

Just before the war, we heard the outcry by the same class ofobjectors, who, perhaps, honeS#y

. believ~ iliat immigration should be sto~ or restricted from the central or Southern countries of

EUroPe~dvoices were raised particularly~ the Slavs, the Italians, and the RusSian Jews,.

claiming that they are certainly undesirable, and the cry of"America for Americans"· was heard

. quite loUdly throughout the land.

Let Us c?psider, however, who is an American here and who, using the definition ofthe .

restrictionists would be desirable citizens. In my humble opinion the question is, "howgood a

dtizenis·he?"~ and "how does he add to the general welfare of the Country, by his presence ,

here?" However, it is not my intention here to discuss immigration in general, but to confine

myself to the Poles in America and, it is but proper that Ishould in a few words glean the hiStorY -
. - . '.. ' . .'

oftheir country.

The Geographer, Ptolemy, who lived in the second Century ofthe Christian Era, mentiOl!edthe "

"Bulance" who were the forefathers ofthe Poles oftoday.

In 522, Jordannes, speaks ofthe Slavs inhabiting the banks ofthe Vistuia and traditi~nsay~

':Lec1ls", another name for Poles began to form villages and colonies and had princes and kings

at that time. When Alfred the Great, Edward the Confessor and William the Conqueror sat on
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the thlune ofEngland, Poland had 11 history ofcenturies. When the Magna Charta, adopted in

1215, became that important instnmient in governmentofthe English people, Poland~s territory

extended already for a hundred andtho~~miles. In 1492, when C()luInbuS discovered

this continent, Poland was in a most prosperous condition and additional luster was east "uPon, her

by the genius ofthegreat Copernicus, the Geographer ofHeaven. When New York was Sl#ed""

by the Dutch in 1641, Poland at that time was at the height ofher glory.

In.I640,wtien that great educational institution, Harvard University was founded,PoIanci alieady
. , . . .

had the University ofKrakaw founded almost three centuries before.

When John m, Sobieski in 1683 was defending the civilization ofEurope againSt the cohorts of .

Mohammadism and savings Christianity on the continent, William Penn was just ~loIrlzing

Pennsylvania

Four years before the Declaration of Independence, in 1776, Poland had aIre8dy undergone the

first partition, this crime being perpetrated in 1772 by the neighboring countries ofRussia, .

I

Prussia, and Austria. When George Washington in 1789 became the first president, Poland met

I .
in that great four year diet which resulted in the Polish constitution without fear ofcontradiction,i . . .. -.. , _. -- >

" 1

I can declare as being the most progressive had by any ofthe nations ofEurope at that time, .

except, perhaps England and was bUilt ok the lines of the constitution ofGreat Britain~dour
.,I

. own United States. I

I
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The great insurrection ofthe Poles under the lead~p ofthe hero oftwo worlds, Thadeusz

Kosziuszko and the bloody battles and victories ofthe Russuins cohorts, the resultfug second

partition in 1794, all took place before GeOrge Wlishington retired as president of this country,

and Poland, after alIIiost 13 centuries oftradition andbistory, had been politically absorbed in. _.' -'"

1795, thoUgh divided by three neighboring nations, refused to be denationalized but has grown

stronger and stronger in every direction, in the number ofpeople in the progress ofscience, in art

and literature.

. ' There is a startling resemblance between Poland and the United States. We, here assembled are

citizens ofa young, powerful, active country. Today, we are the bulwarks offreedom, Pollind

was strong, energetic, restless, ever-ready to fight the battles ofthe weak. Both oftheSe .

coiintries, brave and generous to 'a fault,' both a confederation ofstates; This country uniting

under one flag, bound by one constitution, united by one executive representative body m: '

Washiilgton. Poland, since 1569, a confederation of three great nations, PoIlmd, Uthuania~d

R.utheDia, this being the first voluntary confederation ofindependent powers in Europe: Poland .

was and United States is direCted by an elective government: Both religious but tblerant to all

creedS, both loving liberty better than life. There is a strong bond of fri=dship bet\ve= the twO. . - _. . ,- '-

•countries, Poland, stricken off the map ofEurope, is its battlefield today and todllythe great

UriitedStatesis looked upon by the nations ofthe world as Bulwark ofall freedom, ofall

civilization and all progress as Poland was in ancient times; Poland for centuries pressed

backwards the barbarous tribes from the East who came westward to the banks ofthe~eister:

. !
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In Europe the majority ofPoles are engaged in ligriculture. Here, In America they have started

many small colonies in agricultura.l dismcts,therhave taken~ farms, abandoned by Americam;

and have coaxed out of them a good living, and great wastes of but a short time ago, have

·become fields ofplenty under their hands.

The Poles have come to this country over two and one-half centmies ago. The well-mown Jesuit

. author, Father Conway, in his "Catholic Education in the United States" writes that "as early as

1659 the Dutch colonists of Manhattan Island hired a PolishSchool Master for the education of

the youth ofthe community of the higher schools..

.. The first Polish Parish was organized by Rev. Dymitir Augustine Galiczyn in 1795 in Bohemia

·Manor Maryland. The first Polish Jesuits cam in 1808 at the request ofBishop Carroll of

Maryland.

In 1831, we have reports ofmany ofthe Polish nobility, who, after the insurrection of1830'and. - -... _.,

31 in Poland, escaped to England and later to America and those that came to this country at that

·time were the flower of Polish intelligence, palriots, scientists and educators.

In and after 1846 during another insurrection in Poland, there was quite a rush of Polish exiles to

this country but the most of them came after the last Polish insurrection in 1863. The first large

Polish colonies were organized in Texas and, in 1856, we see the foundation of the toWl1Sof

"Panna Maria" and "Czestohowa". These are at present in a flourishing condition. In 1856 the

town ofPoIonia, Wisconsin, was founded by the Poles and in 1857 they founded Parisville,
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Mich" near Detroit. The greatesttide, hOwever! ofPoIlsh iInririgration set in 1880, and sirice that' .

· time every state in the UnionlilisPo!es Within its boUIidaries. In the state ofNew York for .

~ce; we see great Polish population in every city reached by any of the great railroad trunk

· lines as WitneSs Buffalo, Batavia, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Herkimer, Amsterdam,

ScheIi.~tady,Troy, Cohoes, Albany, Hudson, Poughkeepsie, Yonkers, New YorkCi~, .

. . Sal!lIDllllca, Olean, Elmira, Niagara FaIls, Tonawanda and Dunkirk. It is sufficieJlt to.mention but

these few, In fact, there is not a state in the Union from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the

· Canadian boundary, to the GulfofMexico which has not American citizens ofPolish extmct:ion,

living Within their confines. In the State ofNew Yorkthere are over 600,000 Poles.

· What have these people done? They came here as poor as the proverbial churchmouse, as poor

as onecari imagine an immigrant to be. They were not only poor, but were Without knowledge of .

the language, customs, and traditions oftheir new cotmtry but they have desired to beCOme.good

...' citizens'1bey brought healthy and strong bodies and minds uncorrupted, UIitainted 4t any way. .
. ,. .

Ninety~nine percent ofthem were peasants, who, in their own country, worked hard and lionestly

from dawn to dusk and are eager to do the S8II1e here. Most ofthe Poles were located in the

middle states and more than one-third ofthem are situated on farms as owners and laborers. In

. 1901, Rev. Father Kruszka ofMilwaukee, made a most extensive and thorough study ofthe

Poles in his history ofthe Poles in America. He estimated that they owned approximately

5,600,000 acres of farm land and in city property more than three billion dollars in value. From

the Start they sought for the ownership oftheir little homes; As a rule, the Poles are industrious,

thrifty, honest and cautious and seldom take long chances. By building their own homes, theY

simply prove their sagacity and ability to rise from the lowest finam;ial stratum and from a poor
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subsistence to the higher scale of economic conditions. In building their little homes they have

laid the surest foundations oftheir progress. The number ofpieces of Polish-owned property in

our City of Dunkirk, is about 500 and the mortgages on these are small and they are always paid

up. It is almost an unknown event for a foreclosure proceeding to be recorded against a piece of

Polish property.

So much for their property, but see their business development. The Poles, as I have said before

are agricultural people. Poland never was a commercial country. It is only recently that the

Polish people have taken to business and commercial enterprises ofany magnitude.

They also show their thrift in other directions. In the four Savings Bank in the City ofBuffalo,

figures show that the Poles have more than 5 million dollars on deposit and yet all this wealth

amounting to millions and millions ofdollars was made out of starvation wages.

Not only have the Poles built their homes and churches out ofthese wages, but in the 100 and

more Polish colonies in the cities, towns and hamlets of the country, there are Polish schools,

colleges and seminaries, orphan asylums, homes for the aged and poor, libraries etc. In other

words, they have every thing that is part and parcel ofa civilized and up-to-date people.

There is not a township within Chautauqua County but what has some Polish Families upon its

farms, but the majority ofthe Poles in Chautauqua County reside in the City ofDunkirk. The

first Polish Family settled in Dunkirk in 1854. In 1873 the first Polish church was built. At that

time there were about 40 Polish Families. Today there are within the City ofDunkirk over 6000
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Poles or about a third ofthe population ofthe city. Most ofthem residing in the eastern part of

the city. About 80% ofthem own their own homes. There are two Polish churches and two

Polish schools and as I have stated before, the Poles in Dunkirk as well as in the country have

come here to stay and are a most valuable asset to this country. They have their shortcomings;

they have their faults, but I can assure you, that the Poles did not come to this country to reap the

fruits from the labors ofothers, but to add their might to the general welfare ofthe country by

honest work, the acquirement ofhomes, the payment of their share oftaxes and carrying their

part of the burdens ofthe American Nation.

The Poles did not come to this country to become a liability but an asset in every community in

which they settled. They love America because America gave them a safe harbor after an exile

from their own unhappy land. The Polish people have done and will continue to do all in their

power to make this country with the aid ofother law abiding and patriotic Americans of foreign

descent, the grandest, the best, the holiest ofany land the sun has ever shown upon.
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admiration. It was a new thing then to beautify homes with flowers and shrubbery and

the example ofthe Risleys had great effect in developing the beauty ofour village.

The Risley Brother also set out many ofthe trees which now adorn our village parks.

When Hezekiah Barker donated the land for those parks, it was full ofstumps ofthe

primeval forest trees. Tradition has it that those stumps were removed by our Justices of

the Peace sentencing every man seen uproariously dnmk in a public place to dig a stump

out ofthe park. This was provided for by village ordinance. With nine distilleries in the

town ofPomfret and whisky selling over the bar at three cents a drink it did not take long

to find enough drunks to dig out the last stump.

And when the three Risley Brothers had our skilled carriage makers of those days make

them each a fine standing top carriage and drawn by well groomed horses with silver

plated harness they drove in procession to church every Sunday moming, the sight tilled

my boyhood's eye with feelings akin to awe. I would not be more thrilled now at seeing

the Lord Mayor's annual pageant in London.

But alas, the Risleys are all gone. Not a descendent remains in Fredonia. Oftheir

numerous children only one survives, a daughter ofMr. Levi Risley, Mrs. Susan Risley

Weare ofLos Angeles, California. Sic Transit Gloria Mundi. So passes the Glory ofthe

World.


