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llfé of those hardy P
- roads in'to the unbri
* mdde the gla.nts 0 t _
£ . an, must beof intérest-tos thelr descendarnits ag well
" a8 to the general public. In'ages hence, when these.
: -.beauuful valleys ‘sloping’ hillsides; gnd’ table-lanes, i
“ - are stripped”of tHeir forests, are-shorn of thsir s

tys when* ‘the larger’ stregms have diminiskied;’ m'*
- 8ize andgvolume, and-the small ones" ‘have’ nearly or
qulte dléa.ppeared the évidérice’ of which - wé dlféady

PION EE‘R LUMBERMEN AND MILLS
‘OF TH®

OASSADAGA. AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

The followmg were extracts of. the ongmal manu—
script of this work, and prepared ‘and, read-<by -
request—before - the Chautauqua County. Histoyical
Society, and. as this embodies most or :allof-the
important part of that, part .of the. ongmal manu-
seript, I make,tliis - explana.tlon to. cover a. poséible
repetition, (whlch might occur;in.&.few. msta.nces) by
incorporating this article, instead of ‘the original,as
it might; appear.to. break ‘the: thread of the orlgmal :
plan of thISStGI‘y T 3

All ma.tter of hustory\connecte'd w1th the- early
134 ""h‘o_"made the first'in:

he fores "“bow to the w111 f
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see by the destruction made in the sheltering forests-*‘- 5

by the husbandman in the interests of agriculture—=

where-the scorchmg sun .of the summer days drink . )
up, the moisture of the exposed earth that in prime-.
val times was theé wellspring of supply, that gave t6 - .
our forest streams and mountain brooks their abund- -
ance of water, which contributed to swell the in- -
creasing volume of the Allegha.uy, Ohio and the - ¢
Father of Waters in their majestic course to the = =

Gulf. Then will the coming generations deplore

the wanton destruction of the original forests—that .
might have been saved in part—to protect the sources' -
of forest streamis, and add beauty and freshness Wh]Ch;‘ o

nature has so bountifully provided.

Where. once these' valleys and uplands, that .are
already thickly dotted with farmn-houses, hamletsand. -

villages, teeming with life, and threaded and crossed

all over their length and breadth with public high-. -
ways and pleasant drives; where once roamed the '
red man in peaceful posession of the domains that -
were his by inheritance—undisturbed as yet by the - *

intrusion of the white man—while he stealthily fol- .

lowed the wild beast that supplied his wigwams with | - *.
foed, or arrayed in gaudy paint and feathers, he fol- .
lowed the trail of his rival to drive him from his =~
hunting ground and adorn his belt with-the crimson . "

scalp of a vanquished foe; where once the bear with

his shambling gait, the cougar or panther with their '

stealthy or catlike tread, or the graceful deer as it
bou::%ded away in. its timid flight—what have we
now

Where once the Indian trail wound in its ser-
pentine course through our wooded valleys, whose
stillness was broken only by the whoop of the
savage or the howls of the w11d beasts, there now
courses the iron horse, whose neigh is not the whoop
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of the savage, but is the trumpet blast of civiliza-

-tion and science, heralding its advance in its on-

ward match to subdue new wilds and found new
empires. = Where once rosmed the wild beasts at
will in an unbroken wilderness, there now graze the
sleek herds of domestic animals of the thrifty hus-
bandman, whose green pastures and furrowed fields
show no relic of a giant forest, no trace of the
b}el.ast,s is sheltered, or the red man who gave them
chase.

Where once stood the majestic pines, the king of
the forest, towering above their neighbors, their
spire-like forms standing sentinel over the smaller
and weaker members of the tree family, now stand
here and there, the country and village churches,
their tall spires pointing heavenward, seemingly a
monument to the Creator, erected . by man to take
the place of those by him destroyed. When, in the

_not distant future if the despoilers of our forests aré

as persevering in its destruction for the next half of
a century as they have been in the past, the child is
now born, who might in his old age, from some
eminence of observation, cast his eye over this beau-

tiful stretch of landseape of hill and valley, of plaing’

and upland, without perhaps one cluster of the
original forest trees to obstruct the view. Then
will the happy possessor of these domains the prob-
able descendants of the far back pioneers amazed at
the transformation, treasure these records and ap-
preciate the interest shown by the writer to preserve

THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE PIONEERS OF CASSA-
DAGA AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.

~ The Cassadaga Valley comprises all the terri-
tory lving between the Cassadaga and Bear Lakes,




‘the Wlndmgs ‘of | the 8 el
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' the S0UTCEs - of the Ca.ssadaga, Creek and 1ts Junctlon

'Wlth the’ Conewango Its entlre length followmg
' z__about thirty- -five
milés * The apper one of the Cassadaga Lakes—uf
whxch there ate three ,_,_liés in the 'southern part of

‘the town of Pomfxet, ‘the two"-,]ower ones lmmedl- L

ate]y ad_]omlngﬂ- ie in“the nort ‘m‘ part of the town :

of Stockton""

town of Stockton
mg 1n the tow'

jon o-f the waters of Cassadaga Lake,'_ |
_,_owed north 1nto _E,_‘Lake Erie -

| through 1ts natural channel at the éome'trme

i The fmmatzon of the ground at the head of',
jlalere, was ‘such that ‘a very liti% labor was re.

,quired to turn its waters north Whlch wa.s done_' |

stealthlly and in, the night by parties, mterested in

- water power on ‘the Canadawa} Creek—a branch of

‘which. stream has its soirce quite close to the head
of the lake.- Although the Canadaway people had
succeeded -ifi - gettmg their ‘canal -sufficiently ‘ad-

‘Vanced to draw on the waters ‘of the lake, -the Cas--

sadaga Valley: people, who were equally interested

in; keepmg the water in 'its . proper channel, soon

rallied in force ‘and would fill up during the, day all

~ of.the ca.nal opened by the others during the night.
Thus a.war of: forces was kept up till ah mJuuct]on ‘




was served 301'1’th€' aggresswe party Whlch ut an
-ehd-to'the, enterpnse for the time..being: . . Inlater.
vears an effort was niade.'to’ ‘procurga part of the
- water by purchase from. mill ‘owners of the: Caqaa-'
daga, .but the project fell through I thmk from
: -'doubts of i legaht.y and excesswe pr:ces asked by
Y partles mterested '
| These-lakes are sutuated e1ght OF hine" mﬂes"
- from Lake Erie ard at about seven hundred”feet
"\ elevidtion above the Iatter The length of ‘the Cag:
-sadaga Val]ey proper is about ‘twenty-two  miles,
-and ayerages two milesor ovérin width; contain-
g -about - thirty thousand sgcres of ]and ‘which"
-+ would: be equivalent to -three hundred farms of one
. hundred acres each.

- The soil, rlch ‘and . productlve, is of aﬂuwal,
- formation along the. stredms, changmgtoa.clayey,

and from that, to-a sandy loam LER Y approaches the
hllls

- Of the geologlcal forma.tmn of the valley- I -am

1ncompetcnt to speak; but the production of num-

. erous artesian wells is/6f Jocal interest and has.been

. the theme of discussions as-to their- source of - sup-

: -1 am not aware that any scientist has given:it

L8 thougbt but local savants have advanced theories
satisfactory to themselves.

There are two wells at-Ross Mills and also qu1te

-a large number at Levant: . These latter wells are.
from 75 to. 130 feet .deep.. and suppl the Clty of

- Jamestown; they produce an ‘abundance of pure
‘cold water of unvarying temperature. The water ,
is invariably found"in a layéer of coarse sénd and | , |

. gravel under o layer of clay. My theory isthat, ..: ., |
- this ¢lay: dlps from'either side of the valley and alsa.f. . Vi

from the upper end of the va.lley to’ the«d\epbh men- i
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'tmned Under thls, and pe

‘space between the clay and’ bed rock ‘and - d1pp1nge‘—.-
n the same form,; is thls Iaysr lor strata of gra[veli L
‘through which’ the water' from Oassadaga. Lake-_,

and fm some distance below

the depth of ‘& number-of feet!

.ﬁnds through the pipe of the driven wéll.

1’70 ol R
ps ’hl]mg the énti

passes as a’ natural filter. -
The formation at the font of Cassadacs La.ke,*"

down. the valley, 'is of gra

i

water free induction’dnto. the grs.vel' . a.nd under the:

clay, | which, béing- impervious to water,” forms’ a'\" ;

nhatural | bond that holds ‘it'in‘g compressed state as
it‘pagses under this’bed of clay to its lower" depth~
only ‘wanting an opportunity of ‘escape which it

“In proof ‘of this theory, T would say . that the )

- watér can be carried by its “own’force'to g he1ght of o
twenty-five feét - above the surface of the ground

the wells, or about on the same level of the surface

of :Cassadaga: ‘Lake. 'There are other matters of lo-- ;
-cal-interest that mlght be “mentioned:here. (the late

development of gas wells,  étc.) besides the main”
subject yeti:to be presented; but'it- Would make thls

.articlé:too long and, I fear, try! your patlence a.nd _
my credit. r

‘The following are rna.mly extracts taken*

,‘;famlly ‘history now bemg prepared *by the'wrlter S
of tlms paper. - § s
o Pput this time, (1820) perhaps | httle earher,
e '_';an‘é'l for a'succeeding period, the available 'm11|-31tss

" “were'rapidly taken up; the excellent ‘pine - timber

, ‘.sklrtlng the ‘streams'and ‘covering thetabl ‘

-and h111s1des ad301n1ng,’bemg the main’ir uce'ment' B -'
- ..slthough a few were’ a.lrea,dy looklng to =agrlculture
. ...‘a.sd meéns-of sUpport

e<lands- -

‘uﬁl:ke tha.t farther,:}
om * the surtace tg,.".
thus ' | gwm “the.

.;~:~;2

“ L
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The names of the first owners and the loca.tlons of
the ﬁrst mllls on the Cassadaga and its tributaries, I

will give ds'far as possible; not expectlng to make a -
completg or accurate list as I have to depend upon

- my meméry. partly, and’ that . does- not reach-back

quite far enough, and partly upon’ what I +have
learned from’ my. parents and ‘others, -and have in-
cldently treasured up in my mind, :merely - as inter-

esting inicidents' of the time, not expectmg to have

occasion to-use them as a matter of history.

’1‘he first stream ‘tributary to the Cassadaga above
its"'mouth. on" which mills were built (exéept the
Chautauqna Outlet, s full history of which. would
furnish ample ‘matter for an article of itself)’ was on
the eastern side snd known'as the Rissell Run,and,
emptied into the Cassadagn about two: miles - abiove
the motth of " the. Chautauqua Outlet. . The first
mill built'on this stredin was by Thormas Russell in
1816, located ‘one and one:lia \

{ f.milesfrom its mouth.
It was owned.and. opera.ted by Russel for & number

of years and unhtil.. about wornout.” * It was later.
owned and rebuilt by E. W bcowden who: kept it

running as long:as there was ahy: t,unber to cut., It

stiil stands a mouldéring inohuinent... I think the

only.one left t0 mark the orlgmal sute of any of the

mills o these small streams.

The next was:built by Charles and J ames: McCon- _

nell, one-half mile; above the Russell mill, _operated

by them for a number of years, and sold to"Cyrus
and Artemas Flsh N ,

The third was -built bv Ehsha. Hall about one
mile above the preceedmg one; was ran but a short
timé by him, when it passed into other hands

The foirth-one built and lower one on the stream,
was built by Gldeg__u: Gilson and ;afterwa,rd sold to
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Elisha Hall. It was located aboub one rmle from
the Cassadaga, near the public highway and  the’

residence of the late William Clark, one of the old _

settlers, who in later years bought and moved on to
the property, now a fine farm in possesseon of his
grandchildren.

The lumber from these rml]s was of firie qufnl]ty,

was bauled to Gilson’s Landing at the mouth of the

run where it was rafted to run down the river.
The next mill ‘stream up the Cassadaga was the
Folsom Run which empties in the Cassadaga a short

* distance below Ross Mills. The stréam had four

mills on it. "The first and lower was built by Elijah

Aiken, afterwards .owned by Cyrus and Artemas,

Figh, and lastly by Anson Chambenhn -This mill
\I?vas ]OCdtGd on land now owned by Nelson Cha.mber-
in

The next omne bullt and third one up the stream
was built by Joel Tyler; owned by other parties for

.a time and again by Tyler, and sold by bim to John

Cobb; afterward owned by Jos. Darlmg, who I think,
was the last owner and who cut the last lumber

"This was a double mill and was capable of catting

and did cut the most luraber of any mill on this, or
any other, of the small streams.

The next mill built on this stream was between

 the two. last described and about onée mile from either

and was probably built by Nathan Cheney as he was
the first owner that I have any knowledge of It
was afterwards owned by Ado]phus Hooker, who. af-
ter operating it for some time, built another one &
short distance above and ran them both till the tim-
ber ran out and the mills ran down. When I say
the timber was all cut, I mean the pine timber, for
that was the only timber worth cutting at the time.

N L I

N o i i Ta L e A il 4 AT - T
R W A [P t N SR =T . . e N f
O 3o oo ! Cah e o e . . e o RIS DR mde S,




. The Cheney mill was' su;-)lpose'd to be owned by a
Mr. Lutber at one time. ' “These ‘mills cut a large
amount of lumber for ‘mills on'dry or.thunder show-
er streams—as they were sometxmes called

The first 'mill located ou'the Cassadaga proper,
and the first one up the stream from its'mouth; was
built by Benpmm Ross at what is now Ross Mﬂls
He with his young wify and one'ehild, moved in the
fall of 1816 on an ox sled, intoa log "house without
any floor, doots, or wmdows, cutting his road from
Work’s Mills (now Falconer) to bis future home, and
making the first marks of civilization."

In the following spring hé cormnmenced and com-
Eleted the first mill. - This mill was located in the

ed of the natural stream, thereby forming a part of
the dam, and occu ymg 'the site of the present ‘dam.
How long this mill ‘was run, Ido 1ot ‘know, but a
dam was built on its site,;and & new mill, its success-
or, built on a race dug. from the pond, which wasa
more modern way and in fact-becaine necessary as
the old way obstucted navigation.

‘The mill irons for the first ‘mill were br ought from
Pittsburg in a cance; T think it took about two
weeks to make the trip up’ the Alleghany River.
How does that compare with our facilities for travel
and transportationsof the present day? The mill
irons included castings for'the gig and bull-wheels
big crank and gudgeon for the main water wheel,
beaver tail for the pitman, bail dogs and bars for the
old fashioned head-blocks; bull wheel chain and saw.

How many of the mill mén' of the present day
would know what these phrasee mean or what the
articles were for? These irons did service in all the
the mills built in the old style on this site. This
last, or second Inill, was run only a short time when
1t wasburned.
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about and employed on’ the mlll as well 83 some -

living in the adjoining new settlement. -The mill

I think was being. run by. Joseph Darling and.

others; Darling being on.duty. when the mill caught
fire during the night . .Whether from the slab-pile
which was burning at the time, or from lights inthe
mill, it was never known,. as Darlmg was asleep at
the time and barely escaped with his life .

This was in July about.1832, and .was a severe
blow to my father as he was not able financially to
stand such a loss at that time; and it was enough to
discourage any one. under the same . circumstances.

When the alarm. was given my father jumped out
of bed and ran- as far us the bridge where my moth-
er found him, partially dressed, turmng around, the
image of - despa.lr, the tears streaming down his
face and looking as though he had lost his last friend.
She asked him: .“What are.you standing here -for;
why dont you try.and..save something”? With a
despondent shake of the.head. he replied, “No use!
might as well let it all.go. together”,

I'think that my mother.showed .more presence of
mind and fortitude, for the time being, for she help-
ed to organize a.bucket brigade of all. the men,
women and children .who. could.be mustered into

service; she with. other women doing nobly in pass- .

ing palls of water from one to the other, trying to
save the lumber, in which they were partially suc-
cessful some of the women.standing in water up.to

their knees, exposed to the intense heat, tillthe flames - ,‘
had spent their fury and reduced to ashes, what, a .

few hours before was the pride.and hope upon. whlch

they depended Ia.rgely for future support and pros- . -
perity. Thus in one short. hour went up in smoke,_f‘j.:ﬂzj

and ashes years of labor and incessant toil.

(L 'w:. ;“ - . N ‘ L"‘L o
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-~ Although my fathér was despendent and discour-

aged when he saw the best- -part of his ea.rthly poses-

sions ascending skyward in: famigs;” it ‘was only ‘of
short duration, for, in afew days; he had a force of

men hewing and. frammg timberfor & new mill.
The neighbors were sympathetac ‘afid ‘generous,

for they turned out to &-man for'mile§ around .and
in the short space. of six !days had: the:mill- frame
ready to rsise and did raise it én- the 'sixth, as the
following. stanza lmprowsed for the occasion wﬂl
testlfy, : :

“Here is a good frime

That deserves a good name

And what stall we call ity -

Ross’s, industry:and the carpenter’s delight,
' Framed in six days and raised before night.””

That was pretty cglulck work for' those days and
show the energy:and: perseverance:of the hardy set-
tlers, whose will was -law: who; inured' to - hardship
and privations, were: able o iovercotne all obstacles
of an ordinary nature.: ' :

“T'his mill was worn: out and- rebmlt with modern
Improvements:. ha.vmg the :iron ‘or patent water
wheel. - This was-the fourth and last mill owned by
my father, and was sold to M. J. Morton, who owned
it for a riumber. of years-and sold- it to Joel Par-
tridge; who rebuilt and sold to Wesley Martin, the
present owuner.

The next saw mill on-the Cassadaga was located
about threé miles -above the: Ross mill and was
built by John Hines-and William Newton in 1819,
and in"1822 they erected thefirst Grist Mill in that
vicinity.

‘The mills’ were afterwards owned. by Joel and
Thomas Walkup and were for a lonv timwe known
as the' Walkup Milis. -+
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They were for a time operated by John Cobb, who
with his brother Roland, was. about this time
largely interested in lum berm g These mills passed
through several hands, R. M. Miller being the last
owner. They have long since gone the way of
wmost lumber mills in_ this’ sectwn—crumbled away
to dust from whence they came.

Hatch Creek, the next tributary on whlch mills
were built, empties into the Cassadaga about a half
a mile above tge Walkup mills. It flows through
what was in an early day known as Vermont set-
tlement or Bucklin’s Corners. There was only one
one mill on this stream at any one time,
so far as I know, and I have but little knowl!-
edge of its early bistory; but I think that Maj.
Samuel Sinclair was the builder and owner of
one of the first mills.

The Tower Run, a small. stream whlch had its
source in Ellery, was the next stream; on which
Henry Shaw built the first mill about 1816. Klisha
Tower and Jesse Dexter built in 1827 a mill on
lands the nowned, as now, by the Tower family.
This mill after running ei ghteen months was burned,
and reported to have been rebuilt and running in
six days.

A third mill was built on thls stream by Holden
- Moon about 1840.

Mill Creek, thelargest of the upper tnbutarles takes
its source by two branches—one in Arkwright and
one in Cherry Creek—and flows through the entire
town of Charlotte and part of Gerry.

A part of the following are extracts from Young’s
History of Chautauqua County.

Among the first who settled on Mill Creek in 1809
was Major Samuel Sinclair from whom Sinclairville
derives its name. During the summer of 1810 he
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built the first saw mill and in the fall of the same
year & frame house which was for many years the
- village tavern, and in 1811 a grist mill. Each of
these buildings was the first of ‘its kind erected in
Charlotte or in the central part of the county.

Forbes Johnson and John M. Edson built a grist
mill at Sinclairville at an early day. The lower mill
on this strearn was located about half way between
the Cassadaga and Sinclairville, and was built by
John MecAllister, one of the early settlers, aud on the
. land now owned by his son James McAllister.

About four miles from Sinclairville at Charlotte
Center, through which this stream passed, a mill was
erected in 1817. There were no doubt other mills on
this stream, but I have no authentic knowledge of
the number or date. ' ' : _

A small stream emnptied into the Cassadaga just
below the Johnson mills at South Stockton on which
a mill was built by Abel Bronson. This mill
never did much business for want of water.

The mill on the Cassadaga at South Stockton
‘was built by R. W. Fenner in 1824; later owned by
Forbes Johnson and known as the Johnson mill.

In 1827 a grist mill was built by Johnson and
Fenner; still owned by members of the Johnson
family. I think that this is the only instance of a
grist or saw will owned or operated at the present
time by descendants of the pioneer owner.

The next and last mill on the Cassadaga from
which lumber was run fo soutbern markets was
built by Bela Todd about 1827, sold to Charles D.
Cooper who also built a carding and cloth dressing
establishment. A saw mill is still there.

A saw mill was built in 1830 on the Bugbee
Brook which empties into Bear Creek, a branch of

s ———
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. the Cassadaga, the Junctmn of the later creeks bemg
about one mile above South Stocton.

‘A grist and saw mill were built at the foot of Bear

Lake (Delanti) by John Hmes, Hiram ILa:aelle and
Eh_llah Nelson about 1818,

This is not a complete- and fall hlstorv but circums-
stances have been such that I could not prosecute a
thorough research.

If any of my younger readers have ever seen the
upper Cassadaga Creek aboutand above South Stock-

ton they might well be. surprise .and wonder how a .

lomber .raft could ever be run down that small
stream..

When I give for the beneﬁt of the uninitiated the
size of a raft, they may be still more surprised.

The usual gize of a five platform piece, as they
‘were sometimes called, was sixteen feet wide, and
the length of five sixteen feet boards, making the
length from seventy to eighty feet, according to
whether the bottom frame or crib-was lapped, which

would make the difference in length. -These rafts’

were from fifteen to twenty courses deep and were
rigged up with an oar or sweep on each end to guide
the'raft.’ This was a pretty large raft' torun out of
-so small a stream. Tlln) ey were run in single rafts to
the mouth of the Cassadaga where two were coupled
togetber putting one before the other making the raft
twice as long in which shape they were run into the
Alleghany “River at Warren where - they were
coupled together into an Alleghany fleet, three
ubreast and twenty long (in rafisman’s par]ence),
the twenty long being twenty platforms or four rafts
long—altogether twelve pieces.
The rafts were firmly bound together with coup-
ling plank, and when a shanty was built, pilot
secured; provisions and other necessaries supplied,
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they were equipped-and ready for their trip down the
Alleghany, if the river was in the proper. stage
which was generally .the case as it took- about the
same stage of water {o get out of the smaller streams.
It took from four to six-days to run.to Pittsburg;
landing at night in some convenient eddy, as the
Alleghany was too rapid and. dangerous. to run .at
night except under unavoidable circumstances. .
~ Arrived at Pittsburg, unless the lumber was: to be
. disposed of there, two Alleghames, were put into
one grand Ohio fleet which was run to Cmcmnatl,
" Louisville, or other intervening points.

These trips were generaly made.on the spring fresh-

et—usually in the month of Marech—or April and
during the precedmg winter it was a busy time with
lumbérmen in stocking their mills with logs, and
in hauling the lumber cut on the small streams ‘to
the larger ones where it was to be rafted; and with
the shingle makers who were dlhgentlv at ‘work
day and evening in shingle shanties, turning out as
Jarge a stock as possible, ready for the spring mark-
ket as they were in need of all the money they could
raise to support their families and make payments
“on their lands

How like a dream to look back forty years as I
can see if, as it was them, and in imagination follow
the winding sled roads through the woods from one
little opening to another, or to some settlers camp
in the woods without an opening, each with a log
house for the family and a log shanty where they
worked all the winter shingle making.

They would cut down the grand old plnes, cut
them into logs or bolts, baul them to the shanties
where they would be cut into proper length - for
shingles, the bolts taken into the shanties where
they were split the right thickness with ‘a fro-and
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mallet and shaved and packed-—one—half thousand
in a bunch.

It was qmte a cheermg sagh* to visit theﬂe shan-
ties of an evening, lighted a5 they were by the pine
shavings, thrown by armfuls into the Jarge open
fireplace, lighting: all ‘within and giving from the
open-mouthed chimney and through the chinks of
the wall, a welcome light to the wayfarer, and a
mute 1nv1tat10n to enter; whose entrance would be
announced to the busy ‘occupants within by the
creakmg of the door on ité wooden hinges.

_ It was the usual lounglng place, for the unem-
ployed ih thé evening, ‘about the on place of en-
tertainment they ha.d-——a.lmost a8 goog as a theater.

Durmg the latter part of winter, the lumber
and shingle men would be busy hauling their pro-
ducts and by the first of March the banks of the
rafting streams would be lined with piles of boards

and shingles for & long distance, the iumber soon-
after being rafted on which the shmgles were load-

- ed, when all was ready for a start. [t wasa grand

mght to my boyish eyes to see the long line of rafts

in the different stages of constructlon, lying in the
water, while scores of men were busy rafting the
Iumber, makmg and loadmg the rafts with shmgles

For days and weeks, men would be coming
from the surrounding country to get a job to help
raft the lumber, and a trip down the river. When
all was ready, the ice gone, the streams at the pror-
er stage by the melting snow and accompanying
rains, then would commence the grand hegira for
“down the river;” and I think there would be hard-
ly a time during the day for a week or more during
these spring freshets, but conld be seen a raft coming
or going down the creek.
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.1 have sat for hours, and watched therafts runbing
" the dam, as they would take the “suck of th e shoot”
‘and final slungeas they went through the rushing
waters and struck the eddy water.below, where tbey
would frequently drive under water taking off a for-
ward oar and sometimes a man with it. - '
When ‘we come to make an estimate of the
amount of lumber made on the Cassadaga and
its tributaries, you can form some idea of the vast
amount made on the upper Alleghany and its trib-
utaries. As I make about eighteen mills putting
lumber out of the Cassadaga, and ailowing two hun-.
dred thousand for the smaller, and five hundred
thousand for the larger, as the annual product of
these mills, we have a total of about five million feet,
which would make two hundred and seventy-five
to three hundred rafts; requiring five hundred and
fifty to six hundred men to run them to the mouth
of the creek and half the number from there to the
Alleghany. B e
Where all these men came from is more than _IZ‘
know, but many of them came from the northern
part of the county and the balance probably from
about the mills and adjacent settlement. When all-
these men were mustered into service and were put
in their line of march, or drift, it took about all of
the resources of theinhabitants along the streams to
furnish them with food and lodging. L
Many atime, do I recollect, during the “spring
runs” would these hardy raftsmen, wet and hungry,
invade our house ‘and turn its occupanis
- into hosts and hostess and the house into & wayside
inn; levying tribute upon the la rder to furnish ' the
inner man the requisite for a hearty supper and
breakfast- which, although the variety was perbaps
limited, the quantity was sufficient and the quality
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- good; and after supper.4s they were ‘setting around-
the blazing fire, telling the incidents of the day,

and of their. former trips down the river, how I

almost envied-them and longed for the time when I
should arrive at manhoods estate so that I: too mlght"'

enjoy some of these (to'me) wonderful experiences.

But I in gooéd time enjoyed -some of the- pleasures

and all of the réalities of a trip. down the' river.:

.On these occasionsof extemporizing the: unpreten--'

tious dwellings into hotels, the great difficmlty was

to.provide places for all of the men to sleep. - "As

there was seldom: more than one “spare bed” in any

one house, it was a problem not easily" solved;

but after putting three into the.'spare bed the bal- -
“ance of the men would bs allotted places on -the

floor’ with such covering as could be had, perhaps a
blanket or coat.

If “necessity is the mother of invention she must
haveé been kept busy at such times, forit was surpris-
ing to see how fifteen or twenty men could be Ioc;l)ged
with only one “spare bed.” But everything would

-be done that could be, to make each one comfortable -

to the mutua.l satisfaction of all, for it was consider-
ed incumbent in those days for each to aid bis

neighbor in time of need, for such ¢ompensation as’

could be rendered.
Such were some of the experiences of the pioneer
lumberman of the Cassadaga and its tributdries.
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