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INTRODUCTION

Chautauqua Lake may be the favorite subject of the majonty of past am:l present historians, In addltlon

to the-majpr ge_neral historians who have dealt -,wnh it, a number; of specmhsts have concentrated on it

The onels'vvhp'édﬁ;é to mind most prominently are the Victor Nortons, senior and junior, Jeasi Lawson,
of LS Aero Marine and the late Martin Arend and Dan Lincoln. Malcolm Nichols is appménﬂy' B
r&ponsibiefc')r niuch of the obscure material about the lake in the Fenton Historical cqlléction_ #as.i's‘ ‘
Claybm'n Sampson for that in our society’s archives. Homer Danielson included fake stories® i his |
highly personallzed wnungs I tip my hat to these and others, living and dead. as I venture into t_hen' :

chenshedtemtory

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE FOR DRINKING WATER
. If'you Jook in local history books and collections, vou find very little about the history of commumty

waler supphes Thls is part of the general nea!ef'f of technological history,

Through most of the 19" century rural drmkmg watcr camc from springs and later dug wells, somehmes
dnven wells Even in cities, Jamestown for examplc the same situation prcva:led In that penod the '
concern for public water systems arose from the need for fire protection. Domestic water use was an

E aﬂe:thought.

Afound the early 1870’s a private system, windmill powered.. began to provide parts of Jamestown with

spnng and driven wel] water. About 1874 this was supplementcd, particularly when needed for ﬁre

in size, loca]]y cast.




The history books begin with the July, 1882 advent of the Jamestown Water Supply company headed by
" AF. Kent. This wis intended as a city Wide system. It drew at Clifton Springs and the Marvin Tract
- mow Chadakom Park. But the company also drew watcr via steam pump (first coal powered, Iater gas -

powered) from the outlet in emergencies as had been done before.

Gus_tﬁn;g:s pbmplained that their water had a bad taste and was murky, especially when it had to be

drawn fx‘dtﬁ the outlet. Some drew considerﬁble mud and algae. One even got a dead lizard. The |
-Jamestowﬁ Sun thought harassing the Water Company was a splendid way to increaseléircu'lﬁtion and it.

: set about 1tw1thpuck1\shzeal It pointed out, among other thmes that the outlet contained the sewage

from all the resorts around the lake. In the wint cr of 1885 the Sun reminded Jamestowners that the body

of fishefran Jack Wilcox who vanished ﬁ'om the lake in Carly November had never been' recovered. y |
Indeed, it remained lost in the lake until May. [ march of 1885 the Sun even suggested. boldly and

falsely, by means of a special flyer, that “a dead colored baby” had been found ﬂoatmg in the reservoir,

which was then on Price Street.

| By this time thoughts had turned to tapping the lake directly as a supetior water source. It was |

considered to be exceptlonally pure and better than other city’s sources. At the start of 1885 the Water
company declded to bmld a crib in Chautauqua Ln‘m and draw water from that. This crib, 30 feet square .
Aand covered, built in late March_ served as a gravel and sand filtration device, on the same idea as the.
one used in the outlet. The company buried aten inch pipe of peculiar coiled cast iron desien. It

intended to use -phrﬁﬁs at i‘ts building above the boatlanding to suck the water down.




‘Thatbmldmgwas,bytheway,oneofthemostbeo.tmﬁxlmJamestownatﬂleumeandmuch

photographed The grounds were carefully landseaped They boasted 100 varieties of roses.

The suctieﬁ 'ir'nnied.iately collapsed the pipe and further emban‘aesed the wﬁﬁeny In 1886 the company
' employed between 40 and 50 men to replace the damaged pipe sections with a wood- conduit of

l matched two mch Norway pine planks, two feet by three feet. The company then apparently did use.
water.,fm'm Chautauqua Leke_when necessary, but in Augusr., 1887 it leased 75 acres at Levant for

. drilling, and by 1889 it was already scouting the Cassadaga aquifer.

By the time the development of Celoron Park began in'1893, the crib was abandoned. In 1894 thi Park
-built a 200 foot bridge out to the crib and constructed a boathouse for rentals and an electric lighthouse

there. This was in use for at least 11 years. |

Asa foqmofe to this chapter on Chautauqua Lakc as a drinking water source, I’ll mention that way bick
in 1875 the water commissioners of Buffalo tried to buy the ‘water in Chautauqua Lake and were

 rebuffed.

Itis interestihg' that in all the discussion of Chaui:auﬁua- Lake drinking water in the 1880’s, including the
yellow journalism and the technical test reports, 1o mention or awareness was evident of bacteria. The

first chlotinie tréatmeit of city drinking water in the nation waited until 1908.




~ I’m amused by a newspaper clipping from April, 1891. ""ft is estimated that 5,000 barrels of sewage are
emptied into the lake daily during the lieightof the season from the various resorts on the lake. This
ought to be. stopped and must be some day.” |

ISLANDS IN CHAUTAUQUA LAKE .
‘The Iow'grl-mlfof(;hmxtanquaLake is shallow. It averages 11 feet and the steamboats were confined to a
narrow channél of sufficient depth. In the center of the lower lake are two particularly shallow spots now
 knovwn as Grass Island and Whitney’s Crib. They arc frequently confused. Grass Islarid s betiween the
" west end of Burtis Bay and Sunnyside. Whitney’s Crib is about 2,600 feet up the center linie of the lake |

from it. Both are in Town of Ellery waters.

Holland Land Company and other very early maps which show islands in the Outlet where Jamestown

now is to not indicate or suggest any 1slands in the lake proper.

The earliést direct reference | have found to Grass Island is in 1875 in a remarkable litle book, Lake
Chautau autauqua, written and published by a 25 tear old Jamestown Union School music teacher, Miss Emma -
C. Dewhurst. “(H)ere at the head of the outlet, if you will look over on the left side you will see that the
water i§ quite shallow and the rushes are growmg above it; thls is ‘Grass Island,” and used to be above.

| water, andltxssmdthatxtwasoncemhablted. Such as it is, it is the only island in the lake.”

In 1931 Henry Strunk’s small Gideon Sherman genealogy mentions that Gideon and Aurilla Sherman
frequently took their children out to Grass Island to swim. Aurilla died in 1859 when her youngest child




Atthlspomllbrmgmafantasnclegendatmbmedtoamanwhodledm 1894, wwhlchldenveﬁ'oma
May, 1923 newspaper article quoting Wl]ham W. Comc of Jamestown, and later Falooner “What an "

?mxeresung hmtory has been related in the past years about the so-called Grass Island, later known as h

Wliil:_ney’s Island” (Note the confusion here even on the part of the redoubtable Arend), which lays

" about midway between Greenhurst and Lakewood.”

“The first forgotten bit of history about this istand was told by Squire Fenton, who was bort hear

" Fluvanpa in the year 1800....and died at the age of 95 years old and had a wealth Gf tales which he told

relative to the éarly days of this county.”

‘ Coxiic ,apparen,t'ly means William Fenton who was born in New Haven, Conn., not Fluvanna, ihf_l 796;

- not 1800, and died at age 98, not 95.

Contmmng to quote Conic “One of his stories was that when he was a boy of 10 or 12, a stone foi'tfess
stood on thé-spofc. and before Warner Dam was built (That would be 1918.) appeared Me the surface
durmg low wa.ter Mr. Fenton says he had seen the building many times as a boy. He describes itas
being circular in shape, and all around it, directly beneath the eaves of the rook was a row of stnall holes
#mch as used in old time fortresses, and single story and quite large. He also told how some;one who
settled in Jamestown in the early years took a flat boat up the lake and tore the building down usirig the - |
stonies for a foundatlon of a house he was building. He also related it was quite probable that some early
cxped1t10n.wh1ch-cl:ame through these parts erected the fortress as a means of protection, but what

expedition it was will never be known.”




I would take this story vnth a considerable grain of salt. As smd, no early map indicates any 1sland in
Chautauqua Lake The 1749 journals of Celoron and Bonneoamps venfy that expedition eamped on the
lake shore but they menuon no istand nor the construction or existence of any fort. The detaﬂed de

Clery ]OUIIIH] of 1754 is also silent on the subject as is every other known 18® and 197tl century aeeount.

Also, Young s MQ_M relates that Silas Tlﬁany built the first stone oellar
'foundatlon in Jamestown in 1819 in his downtown store. when Fenton would have been 22 Remember |
- he claimed to_ have been 10 or 12 when the fort was removed. Elial T. Foote put in:the ﬁrst,stone_‘eellar

and fouridation in a'private home in 1823 when Fenton would have been 26. Foote and Tlffany obtamed

their stone from creek beds.

The story 1s however, too luscious for oral tradition to drop. I was told by developer Paul Johnson that :
‘ 'the home at 43 Famnount is the one with a “foundation built from stones of the F rench fort on Grass
3 Island The locehon and apparent insufficient age of the house on inspection add to the 1mprobab\111ty of’

'thestory

On August 14 1887 the Jamestown Sun quoted Charles Henry Brown, Jamestown eorreepondent for the
Buffalo Expre'ss “I heard this week a plan, devised many years since, but which seems practrcal today
Nea.r Prendergast Pomt, at the head of the outlet is Grass Island, so called because the surface is
generally below water and the tops of the grass can be seen waving above the surface |

~ Ineedto point out that for some years there were two Prendergast Points on the lake. This one since -

1891 has been known as Celoron.




. Contmmng in the 1887 quote, “It was proposed to erect’ here a hotel entirely surrounded. by Waxer A
gentleman who expenenced great relief from hay fever. wi:ule stopping at Prendergast Point thought that‘ |
in such a bmldmg as th1s sufferers would find relief from thie discomforts of this disease. A ferry could

b Ibe_estahhshedbe?weenthe island and Prendergast Point, and thus another world be added to the

att!actlons of Chautauqua.”

'The ncxtblzan'e chapter began August 24, 1892 when a severe storm tore loose atléast;wp@sofp "
land from Mary Jane Stoneman’s farm at Ashville Bay and created numerous flosting islands, some -

" completé withi trees.

. To makealong story short, the largest floating island, aboutanacre In size, endedupneaanﬂ:wood in

3 frorrt of the farm of Charles D. Gifford. Accounts of subsequent events are confusing and eonn'ad:ctory.
'As I -plece it together,,the mght following the storm, Lakewood’s Mayor, Milford Stevens, a rough and
| reeﬁj;,"“lahd on his feet” businessman, took one or more small steamers and some men andtned to tow
the largest island away to rest on Greenhurst Island, thus making it habitable. | was told by someoe,

- i:ossibljr Homer Danielson, that Greenhurst Island was a third shoal, not the same as Grass lIsl'e‘nd_ or
Whitney's Crib. The Buffalo Express reviewing the incidént in 1895 identified the intended restmg .

place of the floatér as Grass Island. I suspect it was the upper shoal which later became Whith'ey’ S Cnb

Pefhaps €ven more prompt were the responses of John H. Prather and C.A. Niedhart whe' paid Mrs.
Stoneman $5 for the land the storm has deprived her of — and the response of Charles had presented to
him. Wicks even built a fence out to the island in an effort, comical to me because | have experience

with fences and nature, to anchor the island and proof it against any tricks like the one so pmniﬁﬂy




attempted by Stevens In any event, the efforts to anchorthe island and to move it both proved futile.

' I-hghwaterandhlghwmdsmthespnngofls% ﬁrstrelocalﬁdthelslandatFredBenﬂeysfmmm

Lakewood, and -then’ dispersed it.

The 1895 Buffalo Express asked in a headline, “Is Chautaugqua Drying Up?” A drought and low water
\ that year, it said, lowered the lake five feet and exposed many gravel bars and islands lncludmg Grass
: Island wlnch it described as “high and dry above the surface......” “(T)he alluring possﬂnhﬁes it offers
asa sxte for a summer report have induced land speculators to stake it out, unfurl and Amencan flag over _
s thecenterandbeganﬁmgafoundauonforabmldmg Theworkwasstartedseveralweeksagoandthe '
present low water. has encouraged them to proceed.” This is obviously the same operation descnbed ina
_. June 21 1895 clipping in the Fenton Historical Society files. “A syndicate with a deed of Grass Island, a
- spot in'the cemter of the lake midway between Greenburst, Lakewood and Celoron, made the first move
toward ﬁ]lmg in the 1slandth1s week It is the intention to raise a portion of the twoacresstakedomand :
.mak.e_l_t smtable.for building purposes. From a foot or two feet of water now cover it. When thgwork 1s
complsté thesyndxcate will build a summer house on the island, and an effort will be made to make the

place as beautiful as it will be a novel.

“A sail boat 20 feet long and 200 feet of sail is being used to haul boulders for filling in the island. The

work w111 be pushed while the good weather lasts and the water is low.

“It is not expected that the work will be finished this summer. John H. Prather of the Chautaiqua

) Building and Loan Association acting as trustee of the deed is at the head of the movement.”




I have found rio record of deed for Grass Island, but the miscellaneous records in the courthouse contain
" amapofa “survey of Grass Island In Chautauqua Lake lIf-‘qr John H. Prather” dated July 22, 1893._ .

Prather, y&ﬁ remembet, was one of those who tried to purchase the floating island three years earlier.

As if this wére n‘oi all fantastic enough, in the same year, 1895, a woman named Susan Blodgett Pulver

wroteabook__[;e_gendsofChamaug_u& It is the samesortofbookasthemuchbettcrknown m

Trall by Mabel Powers in 1924. When you look at this fanciful, romantic etching that is the ﬁ'ontlsplece,
you get the 1d_ca pf what sort of book it is. It is full of Victorian psendo-Indian legends Isomeumés :
n'gnSfofﬁned;intd Medieval quests for love and such. I’ve tried to find out something about thlswoman,
but I can’t One chapter in here was inspired by the floating islands. Itisapoem,alongﬁ'eevérsep;aeﬂ:.
J Tt tells about No}wegiép Brownies crossing the seas on shells and starfish and walking inland to -
| | Chautauqua Léke where they establish an Acadian village at the site of Chautauqua Institution. Shé
descnbes then' little houses, and their clothes, and has them ndmg around on butterﬂles and dancmg on
. 'the backs of tmtles, and playing with flowers. But just as they were feasting on barley mush and honey,
4 along carfie glants talking loudly of mechanical graders and plans to change the land.. The: Browmes :
thhthecooperanonofnatme workedtobmktheArcadlanvﬂlageﬁ'eeasaﬂoannglsland.
Unfmwly,_ this parted a pair of lovers. The brave Oswald, the scout, was left behind and his tu;ftle '
 taxi was unable to overtake the island. The island floated past the fabulous castle like Sterlingworth and
Moorish Kent House at Lakewood. A minnow’s attempt to convey Oswald to the island was
unsuccessful Afer it came to rest at Shadyside, Oswald was able to crossthewateronrasunﬁshang'

they all lived happily ever after.




The Béry’s have reprinted this book, so if you live to thie east, you can actually buy it at their bookshop

on your way home.

’ Whimey’s'Crilb is jconsiderably smaller than Grass Island. The structure was said to be 16 feét;sqnai'e.
The deed specifies 100 feet square. This story has been more often and more fully told, mos'trot:enﬂy
imd probably best by Helen Ebersole in the October 6, 1990 Post-Journal Tempo magaz.me Icanadd .

little.

_ Wllhs Whltney, Jamestown native and 31 year old PhD and engineer with General Electric consu'ucted _ |

o .tlns cnb mthe smnmeroi'18993nddeveloped1tasfarasbmld.mgandusmgacrudeﬁshmgshackthere

| 'On'e part-of.the story never reported is the nature of the deed, made November 6, 1899, It is probably the
only dehberate joke in official county records of the 19'Il century. In legal and surveyor 5 Jargon, 1t |
descnbestheplotatthe intersection of lines referenced to the south sash oftheﬁlstuppermndow from
ﬂle north end of the house belonging to J.S. Weeks, the peak of the second highest tower on the
,Waldamele Hotel, the center of the first window from the east end of T.H. Smith’s cottage, the north "
side of Cheney’s big barn (22772720 the east end of J.T. Wilson’s cottage, the peak of the west portion

of the Chadakoin Club House, and the north tower of the auditorium at Celeron. This deed is made out -

J

to Willis R. Whitney and Frederick E. Armitage, his friend and summer companion ori the lake, It is for

one dollar and is from George and Francis Patterson. The Pattersons were legal owners of all lands never. "

sold by the Holland Land Company or its successors, the Chautauqua Land Company.




There is a photogtaph supposed to be of Whithey’s Crib. It is in the Fenton Historical Society Lake
Room and it is published in Mrs. Ebersole’s article. I suspect it is actually a photo of the 1895 Grass

Island development and not Whitney’s Crib.

As the 19" century ends, so abruptly ends the colorful history of lake islands. However, in 1952 the

Report of the Lake Improvement Committee of the Jamestown Chamber of Commerce considered the _
pereninial qiestion of dredging. It mentioned two possibilities for dumping areas for the dredged silt.
. One was the swampy shore areas. The other was a proposed crib “in the middle cubic yardsand costmg

anywhere upwards of three million dollars.

THE GOLD TREASURE
Aﬁyone Who has been around Chautauqua Gounty history for any length of time has run across the
Iegcnd of the Chaumuqua Portage lost French gold. Now I treat local history /egends the same way a lot ‘

of people treat pornography. I’m sophisticated enough to handle it, but ’'m not so sure about you.
Here is ﬁowthe story goes as related in the July 13, 1968 Post Journal:
“Tfadiﬁoﬁ'h'as it that three French soldiers were going over the Old French Road _(noﬁv a part of the -

Portage Road) when they were attacked by Indians near the Hogs Back. It is said they hid in a cave and

as the mouth was not large enough for the horses they were unsaddled and turned loose.
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“The saddles and saddle bags full of French goldwere hldmthecave The soldiers made their way to
Butl:onshmbﬁa%ryhandeddownthroughtheyears,clmmsthﬂwhmmeywembackaﬂatheu

gold, they couldn’t ﬁnd the cave and it remains lost to this day.

Continuing to quote, “Years ago Mrs. Lottie Raynor of Westfield provided the Post-Journal with news .
of :t_he famed Watershed, Hogs Back and The Lost Cave in reply to questions asked by countlesstomsts .

to the sea”

: Losr Treasure magazme printed another short version in its January, 1985 issue. In 1t the soldlers |
_become voyageurs or explorers The time is narrowed to 1730 to 1749. The saddle bags numbered two
and the gold was to pay the expedltlon to which they were attached. The Frenchm— fought oﬂ' the

| Indlans speclﬁedasSenecas, foradayandthenmadetheuwaytoaplace “wmchlatabecmeknown
as Buttons.” Button’s Inn, of course, was built in the following century. This account says that Celeron’s

. frieni in 1749 also uinsuccessfully searched for the gold.
The magazme neither lists nor suggests its sources.

No c1'edible.19"':1 century or modern historian reports anything to support this stormeedtmasm‘e ‘ |
seemied to 6bsess many 19® century minds. Joseph Smith, discoverer of the Gold 'Bib]i's asnwas called,
and founder of the Mormon Religion, was far from alone when it came to dlggmg in the ground of |
western New York for treasure. Panama Rocks attracted several stories of stolen and comterfelt gold.

Indlan mounds throughout the region also attracted the greedy. An old Canad:an came annually to dig

on French Creek for buried French gold into the 1880’s. A modern man motivated by such stories which -




exist aIl:dOwi;' the ‘Al_leg"heny drainage, bulldozed an aechaeological site at Waterford. In 1882 a chest o'f h
‘ gold coins was actually found in Franklin, Pa., sne of Fort Machault. The discoverer was allegod]y
,gulded ina dream by a French soldier. |
| Whal does all this have to do with Chautauqua Lake? Well, I was told by a Ripley resident, Dorr Town,
on July,20 1988, a treasure was actually lost on the outlet between Jamestown and Falconer when the
French expedmon broke through the ice. One claimed it was hidden on a ledge along the nver and is
_ now under water' all rar.her unlikely considering the nature of the shallow Chadakoin. |
' ] There was cunouslya sort of real iron echo of this golden myth. Glen W. Bergland’s pubhshed . o
| reminiscences tell of his boyhood ﬁ'lendshxp with Asel Smiley, a member of the ancient Fluvanna -
| Smiley family. Smiley had told him that his grandfather (that would be William) worked on the ba'rges -
| andtowboaxs usedto haul freight on the lake in the steamboatmg days. One year,]ustafterthe ice was
_-om, aecord.mgto Smlley, a barge was sent to Mayville to plekupaload of pig n'onoreastlronbars
| - w_h_mh had come over from Lake Erie. At the first bend of the outlet, below Celoron, the barge began
takmgonwater A crewman took an axe and cut the 1- 1/4mchtowropetoprotectthesteamboa1. The

barge and i iron went to the bottom forever.

SEA SERPENTS
I don 1 havc anythmg about sea serpents in Chautauqua Lake other than the vaguest uncertain mumbles
If] sau:l 1 was going to talk about sea serpents I must have been trying to impress Nﬁchelleto get this

' job.'
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On the 4% of July 1817, partyers on Lake Erie pﬂ' Dunkirk spotted-'a sea serpent. A similar spotting was
. réported about five years ago. In the of 1883.thete were several reports of a sea serpent in Findley Lake.
But Ican’t: sue any claims for Chautauqua Lake | |

’ HERMITS AND ECCENTRICS

Chautauqua Lake has an unusually rich history of hermits and eccentrics. I covered these pretty well in
t.he February and August issues of the Chautaugua Genealogist. Briefly, the usually credned firs settler

. oftheLake AlexandchcImyre was among the most colorful. Hehadearsmtmlated,heclmmed,

., when he hved among the Indians where he also claimed to have acquired immense medical knowledge

 He builta stockade around his cabin to protect himself from the Indians, he clairied; or his common L&
.wife ﬁ'om her Meadv:lle relatives as the cynical suspected. He hired a teenaged boy"to ventdreuoult ofthe .
stockade each morning. The boy banged a frying pan and called out “all is well” three tuneSLf the coast. -

-was cleaf. Then Mclntyre would emerge Mg a large hunting knife and carrying a spear. Mc[utyre‘

g wasamauaheadofh:sume About1814hebuﬂthalfadozencabmsaroundasulphmspnngnear

Wesl:ﬁeld and there éstablished a sort of primitive spa.

JonathanSmJth, conmdered Chautauqua Lake’s second settler, had land right where the Institition is
now. He was conisidered a hermit and even his gravestone so identifies him, but his chief eccentricity

was bachelorhood.
Truman Downs who died in the poorhouse in 1881 had lived on the lake 30 or 50 years according to -

different sources. HE 'WAS AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT, SELF-EDUCATED MAN FROM

THE State of Maine. His fiancé ran off with a sea captain and he became a recluse and an alédholic,
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living first at the Later location of Chautaugua Instiition. He claified to have tipped off the Methodists
to that locanon when they were estabhshmg their camp meetmg gml.mds before the Sunday School

Assembly 1dea was born Thus he felt he ultimately determmed the location of Chautauqua Institution.

He claimed variousl‘y to have been born on Venus, Mars, and Jupiter, and to have slid to earth on a
rambow He said he neaﬂy starved at first for want of his natlve diet of ethereal air and eleclnc fluid.

Fortunately, he finally discovered that common whiskey was an acceptable substitute.

A sumlar chamcigr;-a bit later, was Charles Cowden. He fished in summer and lived off hospltahty, :
fiddling, woodcarvmg,and story telling in winter. He appeared on a post card in fake Indian garb in
front of his shack.

Ev theveryrespected and otherwise normal early settler, William Bemus had one eooenn'iqity;r He
 was certain he would live forever. He didn’t.

STRANGE TRANSPORTATION

' TheﬁrstcommerclalcraﬁofChautauqm[akewasmpposedtobeagmntdugomcanoelmmchedat'
CrescentCreek,LakewoodmthespnngoflSOﬁ Itwasca:vedﬁ'omaglantpmemBustlof |
Pennsy]vama found by some Sugar Grove people when they cut a road to the lake in 1805 It was five
feet & 4cross and_-at least 70 feet long. It was large enough to carry a settler’s entire family and
possessions, such as Uriah Bentley’s wife and eight children in 1810. Better, it could carfy 25 men. in’

18:1'6’t_1'1c pilot and oafsman was said to be Jolly Tinkham and the fee 50 cents and a “junk bottle of |

 whiskey”.




Starting at the time of settlement; if not before, the lake supported a hearty freight traffic via Keeiboats. -
: These were a craft ma&e to be pushed up river.by crews of polen who positioned long poles between
the river bottorn and their shoulders then walked aft along the cleated running boards on each side of the
boats These were the toughest characters to ever cross our history. In their frequent ﬁghts bltmg oﬁ'ears
andthumbswasacceptableaswas gouging out one eye, but not two. Thmgscametoaheadm 1810m |

May\nlle at the largest ever fight of boatmen against locals.

The lake had two horse powered boats, Elisha Allen’s in 1824 and George Stoneman, St.’s in 1849.
-Both were slow and liuéconomical and powered by four horses with four resting. I’'m not certam if

‘ Aﬂéﬁ’s@asa‘- giant squirrel cage or a cleat disc tread power. Stonemen’s was probably a sweep unit;

In 1822 a 35 foot keelboat passed on down Oneida Lake and the Oswego River to Lake Ontano From
‘. therencameuptheNlagaraRwertoﬁvemﬂesﬁ-omthefallswhereltwasplaoedonwheels Thenlt
| wentup Lake Erie to Barcelona where it was placed onwheelsagamandpulledovertheportageto
; Chautauqug Lake. From there it floated down to Pittsburgh. It had several families on board. |
| CHAUTAUQUA LAKE DIVIDED IN TWO
In January 1885a letter from E.W. Keyes to the New York Tribune commented on thelrearher

mterwew of former State Senator Loren Sessions of Panama.
“Sir: I noticed in the Tribune of January 25", a talk with ex-senator Loren B. Sessions, in which he said

-, halfa centuxfyaéo, Chautauqua Lake was divided into two parts, which was separated by a narrow

channel so ove;éfown with bushes that passage through it was difficuit.”
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Keyes goes on to point out this is absurd. He was himself a passenger on a steamboat going through the

narrows July 4, 1834 and that it had not differed materially in his memory of well over 50 years.

Sessions was a flamboyant and resourceful politician and he probably had been unable to resist the
temptation to tell an attention getting tall tale.
DID CELERON EXIST?

A little book publis'llled"in 1908 contained a letter written to the Oil City_Derrick, Feb. 18 of that year.

“The writers of local history are apt to believe and their statements are often tinged wrth unintentional -

sophxstry asthey pen their obtrusive facts to the people.”
~ I'make thlS statement, ‘Celoron De Bienville, or De Celoron’ is a myth and such a person never existed.”

The people of Chmnauq_tna'County look upon ttus man as the discoverer of the shores of the magnificent-_ |
lake. A nofed biographer of Buffalo stepped into the office of the Journal and in due course the |
discussion of Celoron came forth.He said the people of Jamestown were deceived and honored a man _
who never exis'ted-and could prove his allegation, stating he had made a thorough search in the Buffalo
library and such a name could not be found. The editor was inclined to think he must be mistaken and
together we spent an afternoon in the Prendergast library and, with the skillful co-operation of the |
hbranan, we were unsuccessful after a diligent search in the standard histories to find any trace ofﬁ:e

alleged explorer, Celoron De Bienville.
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“Therefore, 1 can state without any degree of hesitancy, Chautauqua County and the oil region together
cherish the name of a man who never traversed the verdure of the hills and valleys we love so well. E.
George Lindstrom.”

Part of the gentlemen’s problem was a chronic one for Chautauqua County historians. They can’t get
Celoron’s name right. He was Pierre Joseph Celoron and his title was Sieur de Blainville. Thus he could
be called Celoron de Blainville. Bother De Celoron and De Bienville are wrong. The latter reflects and
leads to confusion with another man. Many historians have made these errors, notoriously Obed Edson

and Dolores Thompson in their books. Helen McMahan and Jarestown Marker Booklet got it right.

Celoron, more by implication than by overt statement, has often been given credit for discovering
Chautauqua Lake in 1°794. He, did not. On the night of July 22 he and about 250 others camped on
Chautauqua Lake. We don’t know where. Almost certainly not at Celoron. The history books suggest

Fluvanna on grossly inadequate evidence.

A number of people, including Susan Blodgett Pulver, have stated that Celoron buried one of his lead

plates at Celoron or somewhere on the lake. He did not.

I wrote a creditable short biography of the man in the Post-Journal Tempo March 19, 1983 issue.

FISH STORIES

What is a lake without a few fish stories? What was the largest fish ever taken from Chautauqua Lake?

In 1884 a carcass was picked up. In 1897 an estimated 65 pound live fish was netted at the hatchery.




The largest live fish ever caught was a 50 pounder 53 iriches long in 1903 by A.A.Walker of Jamestown.

Parﬂy mgested by thi‘s muskellunge was another muskellunge 16 pounds and 19-1/2 inches long.

On July 9, 1872 a gigantic fish was spotted t.hrashmg around in apparent agony mthe mlddle ofthe lake
| Ithadtobetowedmandwasfonmdtobesmfee’tlongandwelghed 120 pounds. It ssm'facewastough
as armor and ‘no one : could identify what species it was.

| | WHISKEY BOAT

In 1896 ﬁvo "Celoron men, B. Tobias and West Frank, purchased a 90 foot steamboat that as been built

- 21 years earller burned and rebullt twice. It had gone under the names of Mary Gnﬁth, Winona, and .
Ene ThenewownersbasedltatCeloronandﬁuedltmthabartoservecustomerswhowere |
' 'dlssatlsﬁed w1th the dry laws at Celoron and other lake resorts. The boat was renamed John Raines as a
__ sareasuc honor, to State Senator John Raines, Republican from Canandaigua, who had been the anthor of | .-
! the local optlon dry 1aws the customers blamed for their inconvenience. The venture ran one season and )
ended in ﬁnancml faxhn'e

‘ CANALS
Chaulanqua[.akehasbeenthe site of several canalpmjectsofvarymgnatme Flrstwasapro_lected

: transporteanal Beforethebuthofrm]roadsandevenbeforethesettlentofowarea,therewas
mterest in Imkmg the 01110 and Gneat Lakes drainages. Canals, included W1th stream clearance projecls
as “mtemal nnprovements” were that era’s golden pass to economic growth. George Washmgton, '

hunself wmtemW'ﬂmIrvmetoaskaboutposmblermnesmthlsreglon Irwnerecommendedthe :

Chautauqua Portage.




The very year the Erie Canal opcned,wegotééﬁon. That was 1szsmmesﬁecmmme_ﬁ;§£big
canal project and the most successfil ever. Souttiérn tier legislators had been equivocal sbout the canal
but vi.'ent along with the promise we would-ge:t something once it was completed. So that very year there
were canal as well as road surveys all over the southern tier. Dr. Whippo surveyed a Conewango route
andaChamauquaLakeroute The Cham:a.uquaPortagecanal would havebeentenandaqlmrtermlles .

long witha nse'of 724 feet and a cost of $898,685.

' Orsino E. Jones, the Jones of Jones and Gifford Avenue, was the first to seriously try to exp101t the
swamp land albng-thc west side of the outlet as was Richard P. Marvin on the east side. He probably
N feethde by seven orelghtdeep from the laketo about the second bend of the outlet: Thxswasan

‘-:_' a;tempttoq,lvertﬂood,watersthroughandqmckly away ﬁomhls,lauds,‘bmuwasanexerclsqmﬁmlify. o

Pro_]ects SImJIarto this and many other ideas arose after severe floods of 1986, 1942 and 1943. Nextthc :
Army Engmeers were called in. Their preferred recommendanon was a diversion canal, 1o 50 d1ﬁ'erent
_ ﬁ'om the one. proposedmthe 1820’s that would send flood waters into Lake Enewathethtle Inletand -
' ‘thtle Chautauqua Creek. They proposed to cut through the divide which nses only 58 feet above normal _
lake leygli, bp:t_ the cut would have to be up to 75 feet deep and 16,740 feet long for gnlSSO cost,'wlth-the
rest of the project of $4,348,000. | | |
CLOSE
&muapakehasbemhomemmmyomamgeandoolorﬂn events such as the 1897

international rowing and friendship race which the Hop Bitters company turned into a (2227777)
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* . gambling (77?77) . Somebody turned ‘it into the biggest (?77777772) and sports scandal in our history:

Margaret K> Look discussed it (7?7) completely in a chapter of one of her books.

- Inthe _ehﬂy 1890;3 some of the early Mormon’s at the start of their epic continental trek, stopped for
about a year in Jamestown: One was provoked to demonstrate that he could walk on water at Fluvanna
as Christ had done on the Sea of Galilee. Phillip Sherman removed one of the boards he had rigged

- somehow just below .the: surface and the demonstration was a failure.

The stories never end, but I must before the lake freezes over, so thank you and good day.
CLOSE

Chautauqua Lﬁke has.been home to many other strange and colorful events such as the 1879

. Melpatlona.l rowing colorful events such as the 1879 international rowing championship race wlnchthe

Hop Bittérs company turned into a media and gambling circus. Somebody turned it into the biggest anti-
chmax and sports scandal in our history. Margaret K. Look discussed it most completely in a chapter of

one of her books.

e " In the early 1830’°s some of the early Mormon’s at the start of their epic continental trek, stoppedfor _ |
aboufa‘irear in Jamstown One was provoked to demonstrate that he could walk on water at Fluvanria
asChnsthaddone on the Sea of Galilee. Philip Shermanremovedoneofthebom'dshehadngged

somehow Just below the surface and the demonstration was a failure.

The stories never end, but I miust before the lake freezes over, so thank you and a good day.

Norman P. Carlson
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