
, - - ,-_.- . ~. - .-.- -- ~. ~.--_. ~ - ~_'" -,- - ~ - •.•..- -~. -- _._- -.- ._-,... .. --_.. •• ,-. r-~ ,

,

, ' ,

MAYORS OF
,JAMESTOWN' OF "

" , ' SWEDISH DECENT

, '

" ,

. ',' .

16 APRIL 1988 '
, . " ,BYPAULJOBNSON ,"'.

- ,.' -

380.003 '
1 "

~

-- -- _.- - ,-- ----. -.---:...- .... - ---' -,,------_. --- ,-_.,,- .. ' --.' -':~

,, ,

, -~~- . _..-.~ --~-_._--~.



-
'.

-,--~ ------ ---,---._.,------------~.~ -

IN'tROi)UcnON

To almoSt everyone, a mention ofthe woro Jarilesto-wnbrings to mind an association with

Swedish citizemy; and. with the possible exception ofthe Italians, the greatest influx of

immigrants to Jamestown since its founding, have come from Sweden.

SiJ:1ce the arrival of the first Swedes in Jamestown - almost 140 years ago - the Swedes

have constituted a valuable addition to the community and to the local area. Among their

manycontributioDS can be nlDnbered the all too nlDnerous Jamestown Swedes who have. .

held public office and joined~ profesSional ranks.

~J;DinentaDlong the many Jamestown Swedes to hold public office are those whobave

held the offieeofmayor ofthe City ofJamestown.

J. EMIL JOHNSON

Jamestown's first Swedish mayor, J. Emil Johnson, was bOrn May 30, 1860 in the

S\Vedish province ofSmaJand As in the case ofthe couritIess Swedish familiel! ofthe .

time, J., Emil's father, Joban GuStafJOhnson, left his wife and three children behind when
. .

.he came to Jamestown from Sweden in 1868. In May, 1870, when J.Emilwas~ years

old, Mr. Johnson sent for his family to join him in Jamestown.

For their first three years in Jamestown, the family.lived on a farm near Bnsti. Much of

that time young Emil worked from dawn to late at night as ahired hand for nclghbOring
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farmers. In~ winter months when chores were fewer, he attendffl the Busti school

whenever possible.

when J. Emil was 13, his family inoved to Jamestown, where his father bad buiit a house

on BakerStreet. For the next two years, J, Emil was app:tenticed to a hatmaker, At 1She

'. became an app:tentice tailor and at 18 he went to Bradford, Plio, to ply his trade in the·

. environment ofthe booming young oil industry.

Returning from Bradford in· 1883, J. Emil's skills as a craftsman, together with his

attractive personality made him a popular figure whose views were widely reSpected;

Three years later, he and a partner, Otto W. Wiquist, opened a merchant tailoring

eStablishment in Brooklyn Square.

AccOrding to historians, the tailor shops ofthat era- and for many yearS ther:eaftCr­

~ forums fot opinion on every conceivable question. It was here, ~rding to

.. historical accounts, that Johnson developed his strong views on municipal ownersb.iP of

public utiliti~ and on other important local issues ofthe time.

Typicalofthe lIIlijority of Swedish immigrants, J. Emil was a deeply religious man. In

" 1883, he joined the Swedish Mission Church, where~ became a member ofthe chUrcb.' '

choir, actively served the church as a trUstee, as a deacon, as a member ofits Brotherhood

and Sick Benefit Society, and, in his last severalyears, as president ofthe congregation. .
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Adevoted church and family man. J. Emil still flfuDd time for active participation in the

cOmmunity's social and fratema11ife. He was a member of the Swedish Brotherhood of

Jamestown, the Swedish Hundred Members Society, The Knights ofPytbias, Woodmen

ofme World, order ofthe Golden Seal, the'Maci:abees., the Jamestown Legio~ the Odd

Fellows and the Fraternal Mystic Circle. In~tably he was pressured to seek public office

an<i, in the spring of 1894, he was elected alderman. Reelected to that office in 1896 and

in 1898, he was nominated Republican candidate f~r mayor in March 1900. Although the

other l:lIIl!lidates for the GOP nomination attempted to make an issue ofJohnson's lowly,

immigrant origin, his lack ofschooling and his business experience, he won the electillB

handily.

The caucus tmnout was the 1argest in Jamestown's history up to that time: of4239

RepUblican ballots cast, Johnson's total was 2169.

Commenting on the result, the Jamestown Journal observed that "Jamestown's filture is

not helPed by attempts to draw class and race distinctions•••••The choice of the

Republican voters having been Mr. Johnson, the Jomnal cheerfully accepts the issue and. . _.. -_. . - ~

I ,
expects he will prove a worthy mayor...His ,election·is a foregone conclusion. ..,"

Needless to say, JolmsoD won the election and became Jamestown's first Swedish Mayor.,

In 1902, Johnson Was reelected as the choice ofbath the Republican and Democratic

parties, and in 1904 he won another two-year term without serious opposition from any

quarter.
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thirteen days lifter leaving office,.in April ofl906, J. -Emil Johnson died at the age of

45.

Among the achievements ofMayor Johnson's administration were the paving ofmany of
" .- ,- . -. - .

Jamestown's streets, the installation ofa sewer system, the erection ofa new City Hall,

the acquisition by the City ofthe local water plant, and laying the groundwork for City

.ownership ofan electric plant.

SAMUEL A. CARLSON

.Wi~out a dl>Ubt, one ofthe best known Jamestown Swedes to hold public office was

Samuel A: Carlson who served the City as Mayor for twenty-six years. Mayor Carlson

was bOrn in Jamestown in 1868 to parents who bad come from Sweden only the year

before. In JameStown he began work in.theworsted mills while still a cl:Ii.ld,~ed to

obtain an education, and managed to get tbrougha.partial college education at Allegheny.

College in Meadville, while working at the same time in Meadville's local furniture

factory..Upon retmning to Jamestown, Carlson resumed work in the furniture industry

and for a time was part owner ofa small factory. Realizing the importance ofkeeping

himself intellectually alert, he read, thought, and spoke on serious subjects. At the age of

26, he was elected to the city council.

Samuel A. Carlson was first elected Mayor ofJamestown in 1908 on a platform caUing

for extension ofthe public power and water utilities, a publicly-owned hospital, public

market, parks, playgrounds, non-partisan local elections, and a new city charter. Every

one ofthese proposals was evenh1aUy approved under his able leadership.
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Carlson's civic,.minded interest and the driving entInJsia.sm with which he devoted

himselfto the betterment ofJamestown gained him national reputation. His most

iloteworthy accomplishment was to establish JaJIlestown lis the city which makes its own

electric pOwer. Under his leadership the city bought a competitor power company and'

expanded its facilities to a point where it could become a lDl\ior supplier ofpOwer to the

I~area.

Mayor Carlson instituted the system ofnon-partisan elections and was noted for non­

partiS¥ appoiDtments. He was able to induce the most able and successful men in the

city to serve on the Board ofPublic Utilities, the Health and HOspital Board and other

City colIllIli,ssions, giving their time generously without compensation to the betternient

ofJlimestoWn. Because he was a straightforward, honest, progressive man, the quality of

the public servants lis a whole was elected.

, After a record oftwelve terms lis Mayor, SamUel Carlson retired in 1938 and was,given

, the title ofMayor Emeritus. He continued to serve on the Board ofPuhlic Utilities and ,

attend city council meetings. Samuel A. Carlson died on May 14, 1962, at the age of92.

LARS A. LARSON

, Lars A. Larson, 'affectionately known lis "Old Lars" was elected lis mayor ofJlimestown ,

on November 8, 1927 at the ripe old age of69. His election lis mayor represented the first

successful challenge ofMayor Carlson at the polls since his initial triumph in1908 and '
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cllinaxed a vigorous campaign by the Republiclin Party organi7Btion to nullify the 1923

City~.~ by Sam Carlson whiCh ptyVided for non-partisan election oftop

city officials.

Historiims have since characterized the election of"Old Lars" as a personal tribute to a

highly respected fumituremanufacturer and devoted churchman who had recently.retired

as,an officer ofNelson and Company which specialized in manufacturing eXterision

. tablf:s ants Jamestown plant located on Steele Street.

Norn:ially a quiet, 'soft-spoken man, Lars Larson is today chiefly remembered for an '

~ric explosion of1aughter he innocently touched off in the council chamber ofthe old

CitY HaIl at his inauguration ceremony on New Year's Day, 1928. According to

ContempOIary aCcounts, "Old Lars" had assi8ned the task ofwriting his inaugural address

to several assistants who composed an oratorical message that appealed to ''Old Lars"

though itwas quite unsuited to his manner and temperament. After dew unremarkable

iIit:rolfuctorypalagraphs, "Old Lars" became visibly moved by the rising.cadence and

voltlII1e ofhis own voice. Suddenly the norn:iaIly stolid "Old Lars" halted, swept the

, crowded cluimber with a glance and delivered a thunderous blow to thelectern with a li~

clenched fist. "That," he shouted, "I believe myself!"

After twn 'uneventful years in office, Lars Larson retired from public life when Sam

Carlson defeated him in the mayoral race in NoveJJlber 1929. "Old Lars" died on AprilS,

1931.
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AmongJlIJIl~'S other Swedish DJaYors C8I! be counted HARRY C.ERICKSON who

·was orie ofthe tWo final cballengers ofSam CarlsOn for the office ofmayor of, ..,

Jlimestownimd One ofonly three men who cballenged Sam Carlson in November 1937 in·

a close, three-Way contest with mayor Carisonlmd former Mayor Leon F. Roberts.

...SAMUEL A. STROm, the son ofsWediSh iJ:mDigrants, served as Jamestown's n1aYor

· for 12 years during the 1940's lmd early1950's.

· Other Swedish mayors were Carl F. Sanford, Charles B. Magnusson, Sr. and Charles

MagnuSon,Jr., the oDly fathtlr and son to both serve,as mayor, Stanley N. L.mdine, and .
. .

Jam~~'s present mayor, Steven B; CarlsoJi, who has served as mayor since 1976.

STANLEYN. LUNDINE

Perhaps the most distinguished individual ofSwedish heritage to hold public office is

StanleyN. Lundine, who is currently the lieutenant Govemor ofthe State ofNew YOrk

and was formerly a member ofthe u.S. House ofRepresentatives.,-'- - . .

L.mdine was elected to Congress at a special election in March 1976, which had beCm

called to fill the unexpired term ofRepreseDmuve James Hastings, who had resigned. .

· Llinlline VVas Mayor ofJamestown at the time, arid had been re-elected fora fourth two- '. .- '., - ,

year term only fo~ moriths earlier.
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,COD:gressnian Lundinewas re-elected to Congress in 1978, 1980, 1982, and 1984. While

still a freshman in Congress he 'introdUced and biter won apprOVal of legislation providing
~.' .

federal,assistan!:e for labor-management committees:mned at improving~and

the quillity ofworking life. He was subsequently named to the Banking, FiIuirice and

, Urban Affairs Committee and House Select Committee on Aging. Chosen by his New

York delegation colleagues as a member of~e Steering con1mittee ofthe Northeast~

Midwest Congressional Coalition, Lundine became co-chairrn8n ofthe coalition'S~

force on Regional'Economic and Commuility Development.

'In 1986, Stanley Lundine left Congress to ron as lientenant governor ofNew Y0Ik..

, NeedlesS to say, Lnndine was elected lieutenant governor and currently occupi~ that '

poSition.

CONCLUSION

HlIIldr¢sofJa:mestown Swedes have been elected to positionS I'lUIging from justiceof

the~ to city councilman, town and countysu~ and legislatof, coroner, sIienft:

county, clerk, district attorney,judgeships and the New York State Legi.slatiJre. EVeD

mOre have served with distinction in appointive posts at all levels of local, county, state

and feder8.I government; they abound in every,sector ofthe civil service and in every

profession, and they lepiesent the outstandingheritlige which we ofJamestown are

.' fortunate to share.
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